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Introduction:
The National Capital Commission (NCC), TEACH Magazine and the Virtual Museum of Canada have collaborated to celebrate and 
commemorate key people, places and events as represented by important monuments, buildings, memorials and structures in the 
nation’s capital. Seven classroom-ready lesson plans and five introductory videos highlight and explore the significance and importance 
of Canada’s Capital Treasures. These treasures represent knowledge, sacrifice, commitment and ingenuity. We invite you to investigate 
and in doing so, come to understand their importance to Canada and Canadians. This series of lesson plans will be available on the 
Curricula website www.teachmag.com/curricula for download in October.

Lesson One: National War Memorial
The National War Memorial is close to many other buildings and monuments in the Capital that commemorate Canada’s role in war 
and peace, including the Peace Tower (and the Memorial Chamber), the National Aboriginal Veterans Monument, and Reconciliation: 
the Peacekeeping Monument.

Materials
The Response: The National War Memorial video: 
www.canadascapital.gc.ca/capital-treasures

Learning Objectives

The learner will:
•	 Learn	more	about	the	act	of	commemoration	and	explore	the	idea	of	community	service;
•	 Discover	the	importance	of	the	First	World	War	and	the	Battle	of	Vimy	Ridge	to	Canada’s	nationhood;
•	 Identify	times	and	places	in	their	own	lives	where	the	act	of	remembrance	is	valued;
•	 Determine	how	supporting	elements	like	music	and	audio	enhance	the	impact of	video	when	used	as	a	media	literacy	tool;	and
•	 Create	a	piece	of	persuasive	media	to	attract	visitors	to	an	event.

FOR GRADES : 
6  TO 9

CaNada’s CapItaL treasures 

CURRICULA



12 

       Canada’s Capital Treasures 

SEPT. / OCT  2011  TEACH / LE PROF - CURRICULA 

National War Memorial, 1939
 
photo: Library and archives Canada / C-6545
the National War Memorial was dedicated on May 21, 1939, 
by His Majesty King George VI. the artist who created the 
memorial, Vernon March, died before its completion, and the 
work was finished by his family.

Keywords
National	 War	 Memorial;	 Remembrance	 Day	 Ceremonies;	
commemoration;	 First	 World	 War;	 Second	 World	 War;	 The 
Response;	Mackenzie	King;	Vernon	March;	Tomb	of	the	Unknown	
Soldier.	

Introduction
The	National	War	Memorial	is	instantly	recognizable:	22	bronze	
figures	 marching	 through	 a	 giant	 granite	 arch.	 It	 is	 featured	
on	 Canadian	 $10	 bills	 and	 on	 some	 25-cent	 coins.	 Every	
Remembrance	Day,	the	Governor	General	and	the	Prime	Minister	
lay wreaths at its base. This ceremony connects Canadians to more 
than	6,000	local	war	memorials	across	the	country,	and	reflects	
our	many	smaller	and	more	personal	acts	of	remembrance.	

The	monument	stands	in	the	centre	of	Confederation	Square,	
a	short	distance	from	the	Parliament	Buildings,	in	the	very	hub	of	
downtown	Ottawa.	The	square	is	a	central	public	gathering	place	
where many ceremonies and celebrations occur. Originally, the 
Gatineau	Hills	were	considered	 for	 the	 location	of	 the	National	
War	 Memorial.	 However,	 then-Prime	 Minister	 Mackenzie	 King	
wanted	it	to	be	in	the	heart	of	Canada’s	Capital	where	everyone	
could	 see	 and	 access	 it.	 Confederation	 Square	 was	 created	 to	
receive the memorial.

The sculptural ensemble is entitled The Response. The 
memorial	was	created	in	the	wake	of	the	First	World	War,	during	
which	time	Canada	responded	to	Great	Britain’s	call	for	aid.	Artist	
Vernon	March	did	not	live	to	see	the	memorial	completed.	After	
his	death	in	1930,	March’s	family	finished	his	complex	sculptural	
plan.	 They	 attended	 the	 opening	 ceremonies	 in	 the	 spring	 of	
1939,	 a	 few	 short	 months	 before	 Canada	 would,	 once	 again,	
march	to	war	at	Britain’s	request.

Take a moment to view the video “The Response: The National 
War	Memorial”.	You	will	notice	that	all	branches	of	the	service	are	
represented	 in	 the	 sculpture,	 from	 infantrymen	pulling	a	 large	
cannon,	 to	 airmen	 and	 seamen.	Other	 figures	 are	 given	 equal	
importance,	however:	the	nurses	who	cared	for	war’s	casualties,	
and	the	expert	foresters	who	cut	wood	for	railways	and	cleared	
terrain	 for	 airfields.	 Perched	 at	 the	 apex	of	 the	 arch	 itself,	 two	
winged	figures	symbolizing	peace	and	liberty	reign	over	all.

The	First	World	War	was	a	turning	point	in	Canadian	relations	
with	Great	Britain	and	the	world.	Following	the	war,	during	the	
1919	 Treaty	 of	 Versailles	 negotiations,	 Prime	 Minister	 Robert	
Borden	insisted	that	Canada	have	the	right	to	its	own	seat	at	the	
table,	and	to	sign	the	treaty	independent	of	Great	Britain.	

Originally	honouring	those	who	had	served	in	the	First	World	
War, the National War Memorial was rededicated in 1981 to 
commemorate	 the	 response	of	all	Canadians	who	have	 served	
our	country	in	times	of	conflict	and	peace.	

The National War Memorial is close to many other buildings 
and monuments in the Capital that commemorate Canada’s role 
in war and peace, including the Peace Tower (and the Memorial 
Chamber), the National Aboriginal Veterans Monument, and 
Reconciliation: the Peacekeeping Monument.

Next	 to	 the	 National	 War	 Memorial	 is	 the	 Tomb	 of	 the	
Unknown	Soldier.	It	is	at	the	base	of	the	National	War	Memorial.)	
The	Unknown	Soldier	 fell	at	Vimy	Ridge	during	the	First	World	
War	and	was	buried	in	France	near	the	battle	site.	The	anonymity	
of	the	fallen	soldier	is	important;	he	symbolizes	all	Canadians	—	
past,	 present	 and	 future	—	who	have	given,	 or	will	 give,	 their	
lives in military service. 

In	2000,	the	soldier’s	body	was	flown	to	Canada	on	a	Canadian	
Forces	 plane	 with	 an	 honour	 guard,	 a	 group	 of	 veterans,	 a	
chaplain and two youth representatives. The body lay in state 
for	three	days	and	was	then	interred	in	Confederation	Square’s	
upper	plaza.	The	sarcophagus	is	made	from	Quebec	granite,	and	
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features	bronze	relief	sculptures	of	a	sword,	helmet	and	leaves,	
the	same	as	 those	 found	on	the	altar	at	 the	Canadian	National	
Vimy	Memorial	in	Vimy,	France.	The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 
is	depicted	on	a	2008	commemorative	25-cent	piece.

activity One: Write a short paper
“It	can	hardly	be	expected	that	we	shall	put	400,000	or	500,000	
men	in	the	field	and	willingly	accept	the	position	of	having	no	
more	voice	and	receiving	no	more	consideration	than	if	we	were	
toy automata.”

	—	Sir	Robert	Borden,	January	4,	1916

Brigadier-General	 Alexander	 Ross,	 a	 battalion	 commander	
at	Vimy	Ridge,	watched	the	Canadian	troops	move	out:	“It	was	
Canada	 from	 the	 Atlantic	 to	 the	 Pacific	 on	 parade.	 I	 thought	
then...that	in	those	few	minutes	I	witnessed	the	birth	of	a	nation.”

Consider	these	two	quotes.	What	was	the	importance	of	Vimy	
Ridge,	not	just	to	the	war	effort,	but	also	to	Canada	as	a	nation?	
The	last	living	Canadian	veteran	of	the	First	World	War	has	now	
passed	away,	taking	away	all	living	memory	of	that	war.	What	is	
the	value	in	studying	a	war	that	happened	almost	100	years	ago?	
Write	a	short	paper	about	the	importance,	for	young	Canadians,	
of	remembering	the	First	World	War,	and	particularly	Vimy	Ridge.

activity two: Make a poster
When	the	Tomb	of	the	Unknown	Soldier	was	unveiled	in	2000,	
Veterans	Affairs	Canada	created	a	poster	for	the	event.	Imagine	
that	 it’s	1939.	You	must	create	a	poster	 for	the	unveiling	of	the	
National War Memorial. Over 100,000 people came to that 
ceremony	on	May	21,	1939,	and	the	King	of	England,	George	VI,	
addressed the crowd. 

activity three: propose a New Monument
Remember	 that	 acts	 of	 heroism	and	 sacrifice	 are	 important	 to	
individuals,	communities,	cities	and	nations.	Divide	into	groups	
and research an individual, group, or particular event that has 
directly	affected	your	community.	Once	your	group	has	selected	
the	 person	 or	 topic,	 design	 an	 appropriate	 memorial.	 Submit	
a	 plan	 for	 the	 memorial,	 including	 the	 best	 location	 for	 it	—	
consider	national	or	 local	—	and	how	you	propose	 to	unveil	 it	
(e.g.,	What	kind	of	ceremony	will	there	be?	What	special	guests	
or	speakers	will	unveil	the	memorial?).

The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 2006
 
photo: reproduced with the permission of Veterans affairs 
Canada, 2010
The Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is covered in poppies, 
following remembrance day ceremonies in 2006. It has 
become tradition to leave poppies on the tomb, immediately 
after the ceremony.

activity Four: Make a Commemoration display
Monuments	 are	 just	 one	 way	 we	 commemorate	 important	
individuals	and	events.	Name	 five	more	ways.	List	examples	of	
these	 sorts	 of	 commemorations.	 What	 are	 the	 pros	 and	 cons	
of	 commemorating	 in	 these	 ways?	 Collect	 examples	 of	 these	
commemorations	and	analyze	their	strengths	and	weaknesses.	
Make	a	 classroom	display	of	 the	 commemorations.	 Extend	 the	
activity by creating “pitch” teams, small groups that “sell” the 
idea	of	the	commemoration	to	a	panel	of	judges	who	will	select	
the	most	effective	pitch.

activity Five: Individual research 
and Class discussion
The	“central	square”	is	an	important	feature	of	most	communities,	
whether villages or large cities. Where is the “meeting place” in 
your	community?	What	are	its	 important	features	and	how	is	 it	
used?	Research	Confederation	Square	in	Canada’s	Capital.	When	
was	it	designed?	What	important	events	have	happened	there?	
Compare	it	to	your	community’s	“central	square.”	What	features	
are	the	same?	Which	are	different?	As	a	class,	make	a	list	on	the	
board	about	your	community’s	city	square.	What	improvements	
would	you	suggest	for	your	square?

Extend	 the	 activity:	 In	 small	 groups,	 propose	 plans	 for	 an	
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“improved”	 Confederation	 Square.	 What	 additions	 should	 be	
made	and	why?	Should	anything	be	removed	or	relocated?	Draw	
out your revised plans using online maps and resources as a 
starting point.

activity six: Consider Names of Monuments (Grade 7)
The National War Memorial is named “The Response.” Consider 
why	it	might	have	been	given	this	name	and	research	to	find	out	
more.	Evaluate	whether	or	not	you	think	the	name	is	a	good	one.	
Now	 think	of	 three	other	possible	names	 for	 the	Memorial.	 List	
your	reasons	for	choosing	each	one.		

The	 “Tomb	 of	 the	 Unknown	 Soldier”	 is	 a	 name	 given	 to	 a	
specific	 type	of	grave.	 There	 is	one	 in	Ottawa;	 there	are	 similar	
graves	in	other	countries	around	the	world.	Mark	as	many	of	these	
as	possible	on	a	world	map.	How	do	you	think	these	graves	have	
come	to	share	the	same	name?	What	might	be	the	effect	of	the	
shared	use	of	this	name	worldwide?	

activity seven: evaluate Community service (Grade 8)
You have read that, although originally honouring those who had 
served	 in	 the	 First	World	War,	 the	 National	War	Memorial	 now	
commemorates all Canadians who have served our country in 
times	of	conflict	and	peace.	What	do	you	think	the	word	“served”	
means	in	this	context?	

Reread	 the	 introduction	 and/or	 view	 the	 video	 again	 as	
you	make	 a	 list	 of	 the	 variety	 of	 roles	 Canadians	 have	 played	
in	 these	 conflicts.	 Then	 do	 further	 research	 to	 add	 to	 your	
list,	 looking	 also	 at	what	 Canadians	 did	 on	 the	 home	 front	 to	
help	the	war	effort.	Make	a	similar	list	of	the	variety	of	ways	in	
which	Canadians	serve	their	country	in	times	of	peace.	What	is	
“community	service”?	In	what	ways	is	it	an	important	Canadian	
value?	 Think	 about	 the	 volunteer	 hour	 requirement	 for	 high	
school students in many provinces and territories, and write a 
paragraph	explaining	whether	or	not	you	think	this	could	be	an	
important	experience	for	you.

Write a statement indicating whether or not you think it is 
important that the National War Memorial commemorates 
Canadians	 who	 have	 served	 our	 country	 and	 list	 three	 or	 four	
reasons	for	your	opinion.	

activity eight: Hearing an “echo” (Grade 9)
Vimy	 Ridge,	 located	 in	 France,	was	 the	 site	 of	 a	 decisive	 battle	
fought	by	four	divisions	of	Canadian	Expeditionary	Forces	during	
the	 First	 World	 War.	 It	 has	 come	 to	 be	 a	 symbol	 of	 Canadian	

achievement	and	sacrifice.	The	Canadian	National	Vimy	Memorial	
was	built	on	Vimy	Ridge	to	commemorate	the	Canadian	soldiers	
who	fought	there	and	throughout	France	during	the	First	World	
War.	 Find	 images	of	 the	Canadian	National	 Vimy	Memorial,	 the	
Tomb	of	 the	Unknown	Soldier	 in	Ottawa,	and	 the	National	War	
Memorial.	 Why	 do	 you	 think	 the	 bronze	 relief	 sculptures	 of	 a	
sword,	helmet,	and	leaves	on	the	Tomb	of	the	Unknown	Soldier	
were created to replicate those on the altar at the National 
Vimy	Memorial?	How	might	 “echoes”	of	 specific	 symbols	be	an	
important	way	of	conveying	messages?	

When	 you	 compare	 images	 of	 the	 Canadian	 National	 Vimy	
Memorial and the National War Memorial, what common 
messages	 do	 you	 think	 they	 might	 be	 sharing?	 Who	 do	 you	
think	is	responsible	for	deciding	the	content	of	these	messages?	
Research	to	find	out.	Why	do	you	think	these	particular	messages	
were	chosen?	Tell	a	partner	how	you	arrived	at	this	conclusion.	

Extension	activity:	Read	Activity	Six	and	think	about	how	Tombs	
of	 the	Unknown	Soldier	around	the	world	might	be	considered	
“echoes,”	 meaning,	 examples	 of	 sacrifice	 and	 dedication	 to	 a	
cause or an ideal, in this case by those who are unknown and 
died	in	wars	for	their	respective	countries.	Can	you	think	of	any	
other	examples	of	echoes	in	other	types	of	art	such	as,	books	or	
movies?	Why	are	“echoes”	powerful?	(Hint:	Consider	actions	in	the	
Harry	Potter	series,	books	and	films	and	Lord	of	the	Rings	books	
and	films,	as	potential	examples.)

Media Literacy activity
View the video “The Response: The National War Memorial” again, 
but	 this	 time,	watch	 it	without	 the	sound.	What	do	you	notice?	
Think	 about	 how	 both	 the	 music	 and	 the	 script	 affect	 your	
reaction	to	the	content	of	the	video.	With	a	partner,	choose	two	
or	three	other	music	clips	as	background	sound	for	the	video.	Play	
these	for	another	set	of	partners.	What	effect	were	you	trying	to	
create?	Use	the	comments	of	the	listening	pair	to	decide	whether	
you	were	successful.	

Extend	the	activity:	With	a	partner,	read	the	transcript	for	the	
video.	Then	write	a	new	script	for	the	video.	What	aspects	of	the	
National	 War	 Memorial	 will	 you	 choose	 to	 highlight	 and	 why?	
How	does	bias	affect	your	final	product?	



Series Introduction
Seven classroom-ready lesson plans and five introductory videos highlight and explore the significance and importance of Canada’s 
Capital Treasures. These treasures represent knowledge, sacrifice, commitment and ingenuity. This series of lesson plans is available for 
download at www.teachmag.com/curricula. These lesson plans were produced by the National Capital Commission (NCC) in collaboration 
with the Virtual Museum of Canada and TEACH Magazine.

Lesson Two: Peace Tower

Materials
Peace Tower video: www.canadascapital.gc.ca/capital-treasures

Learning Objectives

The learner will:
•	 Learn	more	about	the	symbolic	meaning	of	towers	in	general	and	The	Peace	Tower	specifically;
•	 Create	a	piece	of	persuasive	media;
•	 Find	out	more	about	the	use	of	symbolic	imagery	in	Canada’s	Peace	Tower;
•	 Learn	more	about	the	symbolic	meaning	of	the	Canadian	flag	and	how	it	was	chosen;
•	 Understand	that	symbolic	imagery	can	exist	in	a	variety	of	forms	and	places;
•	 Analyze	different	uses	of	form	within	a	video.

Keywords
Peace	Tower;	campanile;	Dominion	Carillonneur;	grotesques;	gargoyles;	Memorial	Chamber;	Robert	Borden;	Parliament	of	Canada.	

Introduction
For	most	of	the	past	century,	the	Peace	Tower	has	proudly	announced	that	our	country	stands	for	harmony	in	times	of	both	peace	and	
conflict.	Overseeing	 the	workings	of	Parliament,	 the	92.2-metre	 tower	was	built	 to	 replace	 the	old	 tower	after	a	fire	destroyed	most	
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of	the	Parliament	Buildings	in	1916.	Conceived	in	the	literal	and	
figurative	ashes	of	the	First	World	War,	the	new	tower	very	aptly	
earned	its	symbolic	moniker,	the	“Peace	Tower.”

Kings,	queens,	and	heads	of	state	enter	Parliament	through	the	
entrance	at	the	foot	of	the	tower	—	look	closely	at	a	$20	or	$50	
bill and you’ll see the archway. Crowds gather on the enormous 
lawn below the tower to celebrate events, memorialize losses, 
and	to	make	their	voices	heard.	During	special	evenings	 in	 the	
summer and winter, a sound and light show is projected onto the 
Parliament	Buildings.	Enjoy	some	beautiful	aerial	footage	of	the	
Peace	Tower	in	the	video,	“Peace	Tower.”

A	Canadian	flag	flies	from	the	tower’s	copper-covered	apex	and	
is	changed	daily,	Monday	to	Friday.	The	flagpole	is	the	“flagpole	
of	the	nation”;	for	example,	a	flag	at	half-mast	triggers	a	day	of	
national mourning. 

The	Peace	Tower	is	visible	from	almost	anywhere	in	the	Capital	
Region,	 including	 across	 the	 provincial	 border	 in	 Gatineau,	
Quebec. Its four clock faces are almost five metres across and 
light up at night. The time is set by the atomic clock at the 
National	Research	Council	Canada	in	the	Capital.	

Officially,	the	neo-Gothic	tower	is	a	campanile,	or	a	free-standing	

bell	tower.	The	Dominion	Carillonneur	rings	the	53	bells	during	
national	 events	 like	 Canada	 Day,	 state	 funerals,	 and	 during	
Remembrance	Day	ceremonies.	Watch	the	video,	“Peace	Tower,”	
to hear a sampling of the bells being played on the organ-like 
carillon.	 The	 old	 tower	 was	 also	 a	 campanile;	 its	 bell	 crashed	
down during the fire, and can still be seen on the grounds of 
Parliament	Hill	today.

The tower is constructed of Canadian stone, ranging from 
Ontarian	and	Nova	Scotian	sandstone	to	Quebec	granite.	Artists	
created	many	carvings,	including	grotesques,	which	symbolize	a	
fight against evil, and gargoyles, which direct water away from 
the outside of the tower. 

The	 Peace	 Tower	 was	 designed	 and	 built	 as	 the	 First	 World	
War	 raged	 in	 Europe.	 As	 a	 reminder	 of	 this	 horrific	 conflict,	
the Memorial Chamber was created just above the entrance 
archway.	 It	 is	 the	 only	 Parliament	 in	 the	world	 to	 have	 such	 a	
room.	Within	 the	 richly	 carved	 and	highly	 symbolic	 room,	 the	
Books	 of	 Remembrance	 list	 all	 Canadian	 soldiers,	 airmen,	 and	
seamen who have died in service. The pages of the books are 
turned	daily	at	11	am,	ensuring	that	names	of	the	fallen	appear	at	
least	once	every	year;	family	members	can	arrange	to	be	present	
at this ceremony. 

When	 dedicating	 the	 new	 tower’s	 building	 site	 in	 1917,	 Prime	
Minister	 Robert	 Borden	 reminded	 the	 country	 of	 the	 need	 for	
peace in a world mired in war: “[the tower will be a] memorial to 
the debt of our forefathers and to the valour of those Canadians 
who,	in	the	Great	War,	fought	for	the	liberties	of	Canada,	of	the	
Empire,	and	of	humanity.”

The	Peace	Tower	was	commemorated	as	such	in	1927	and	to	this	
day, celebrates our desire for a more peaceful world.

activity One: design a Gargoyle or Grotesque
Gargoyles	 and	 grotesques	 are	 stone	 carvings	 that	 protect	
buildings. Some take human or animal shapes, while others are 
fantastical	 monsters.	 Many	 are	 humourous.	 Pick	 a	 location	 in	
your	 school	building	where	a	grotesque	or	gargoyle	would	fit.	
Draw	a	design	for	a	carving.	Should	it	be	a	humourous	carving?	A	
scary	one?	What	is	the	symbolic	meaning	of	your	design?	

activity Two: Make a Celebration
The	Peace	Tower	figures	prominently	 in	many	major	Canadian	
celebrations,	 such	 as	 Canada	 Day.	 Choose	 one	 event	 that	 has	
happened	on	Parliament	Hill.	Using	the	Internet,	determine	what	
the	elements	of	this	event	were.	Was	there	a	musical	component?	

Fire of 1916
 
Photo: Library and archives Canada
after the fire of 1916, only the Library of Parliament was left 
standing. Observers report hearing the bell ringing before 
it came crashing to the ground. Work on the new buildings 
began almost immediately.
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Canada day celebration, 2008
 
Photo: national Capital Commission 
The lawn immediately below the Peace Tower is Canada’s 
gathering place, where we celebrate our milestones and 
remember our losses. 

A	 light	 show?	 Other	 performances?	 What	 was	 the	 role	 of	 the	
crowd,	 security,	 the	military?	Why	 did	 this	 event	 take	 place	 in	
Canada’s	Capital?	Using	your	example,	propose	a	new	event	on	
Parliament	Hill.	What	or	whom	are	you	celebrating?	Why	should	
this	 event	 take	 place	 in	 the	 Capital?	 Sometimes,	 events	 result	
in	the	creation	of	more	permanent	markers,	such	as	plaques	or	
buildings.	Think	of	the	Vancouver	2010	Olympic	Winter	Games,	
for	 example.	 Is	 there	 any	 permanent	 legacy	 of	 your	 event?	
Outline	a	proposal	for	your	class.	Design	a	poster	and	an	itinerary	
for your event. 

activity Three: Propose a School Tower
Towers are usually the tallest structures in a city or town. Towers 
can be used for communications, can have a military function 
(such as a watchtower) or can be important for religious reasons. 
Think about your school building. In small groups, discuss the 
idea	of	creating	a	tower	for	your	school.	What	would	its	function	
be?	What	would	it	look	like?	Be	creative!	

activity Four: Individual research and Class 
discussion
Canada’s	 Peace	 Tower	 is	 highly	 symbolic.	 Using	 library	 and	
Internet	resources,	select	one	element	of	Ottawa’s	Peace	Tower	
(e.g. the Memorial Chamber, the exterior, the clock, the carillon, 
the	carvings,	the	actual	name	“Peace	Tower”)	and	reflect	on	its	
symbolic	meaning.	What	is	being	commemorated	and	how?	What	
are the pros and cons of making a permanent monument versus 
holding	 an	 event	 or	 having	 a	 less	 tangible	 commemoration?	
What	does	the	Peace	Tower	mean	to	Canadians	and	how	is	this	
meaning	given	form	in	your	chosen	element?

activity Five: Create a new Flag (Grade 7)
Today,	 a	 Canadian	 flag	 flies	 from	 the	 top	 of	 the	 Peace	 Tower;	
however,	when	the	Peace	Tower	was	built	during	the	First	World	
War,	the	Red	Ensign	that	bore	the	British	Union	Jack	and	the	royal	
arms	of	Canada	flew	instead.	That’s	because	Canada	did	not	get	
its	own	flag	until	1965.	The	Canadian	flag	was	first	raised	on	the	
Peace	Tower	on	February	15,	1965.	

How	 is	having	 its	own	flag	 important	 for	a	country?	Do	some	
research to find out what designs were suggested as possibilities 
for	 Canada’s	 flag	 (Canadians	 submitted	 almost	 6000	 designs	
to	Ottawa	 for	consideration	by	Canadians),	and	why	and	how	
the eventual one was chosen. Then imagine that Canada must 
choose	 a	 new	 flag	 and	 create	 three	 possibilities.	 Beside	 each	
one, record your reasons for the design and symbols you have 
chosen. As a class, review the suggestions and vote for the most 
popular	flag.	

activity Six: Make a noise for Canada (Grade 8)
In	the	video	“Peace	Tower,”	the	Dominion	Carillonneur	mentions	
that	Prime	Minister	Mackenzie	King	called	the	Dominion	Carillon	
“the	Voice	of	the	Nation.”	Why	do	you	think	he	referred	to	it	 in	
this	way?	What	other	examples	are	 there	of	Canadian	 symbols	
that	are	“audible”	(as	opposed	to	visual)?	Hint:	consider	televised	
sporting	events,	school	assemblies,	or	the	Olympic	games.	With	
a	partner,	come	up	with	your	own	“Voice	of	the	Nation.”	Decide	
whether	 it	 needs	 lyrics.	 Record	 your	 rendition.	 Be	prepared	 to	
play it for the class and to defend your choice. 

activity Seven: discovering Canada’s architects 
(Grade 9)
After	the	Centre	Block	of	the	Parliament	Buildings	was	destroyed	
by	fire	 in	1916,	hundreds	of	architects	submitted	 their	designs,	
hoping to win the reconstruction job. The Canadian government 
chose	 architects	 John	 Pearson	 and	 Jean	 Marchand.	 Why	 do	
you think it was important to the government that the pair 
represented	 an	 English-	 and	 French-Canadian	 collaboration?	
Pearson	 and	 Marchand	 both	 admired	 British	 and	 American	
architecture, but believed that it was possible to create a 
uniquely	 Canadian	 architectural	 form.	 How	 did	 they	 achieve	
this	with	 the	Peace	Tower?	Do	some	research	 to	find	out	more	
about	other	Canadian	architects,	such	as	Douglas	Cardinal,	David	
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Ewart,	 Étienne	 Gaboury,	 and	 Moshe	 Safdie,	 who	 have	 created	
other	important	symbolic	buildings	in	Canada.	What	philosophies	
or viewpoints were they trying to convey in the buildings they 
designed,	 and	 how	 did	 they	 achieve	 their	 goals?	 Write	 several	
paragraphs to explain, and include a visual and informative 
caption of at least one of the buildings you mention.
 
Media Literacy activity
View	 the	 video	 “Peace	 Tower”	 again.	 How	 does	 it	 successfully	
convey	 information	 about	 the	 Peace	 Tower	 and	make	 its	many	
features	 “come	 alive”	 to	 the	 audience?	 Why	 do	 you	 think	 the	
makers of the video chose to include a brief segment profiling 
a	person	closely	associated	with	the	Peace	Tower,	the	Dominion	
Carillonneur?	 Did	 they	 achieve	 their	 purpose?	 Determine	 the	
length of the five videos linked to the Seven Capital Treasures 
project.	Write	a	short	paragraph	giving	your	opinion	of:	

a) why the makers of the video decided to make them all this 
length;	b)	whether	or	not	you	agree	that	the	length	is	suitable	and	
achieves the purpose of makers of the video.  

Peace Tower, close-up of gargoyle, 2005
 
Photo: national Capital Commission
The Peace Tower prominently features four gargoyles, each 
more than eight metres long. These stone creatures have a 
very important function: they direct rainwater away from the 
building and help preserve the stone.



Series Introduction
Seven classroom-ready lesson plans and five introductory videos highlight and explore the significance and importance of Canada’s 
Capital Treasures. These treasures represent knowledge, sacrifice, commitment and ingenuity. This series of lesson plans is available for 
download at www.teachmag.com/curricula. These lesson plans were produced by the National Capital Commission (NCC) in collaboration 
with the Virtual Museum of Canada and TEACH Magazine.

Lesson Three: rideau CanaL LoCks

Materials
Rideau Canal locks video: www.canadascapital.gc.ca/capital-treasures

Learning Objectives

The learner will:
•	 Discover	more	about	Canadian-US	relations,	particularly	in	the	19th	century;
•	 Use	mapping	skills	to	outline	an	annotated	journey;
•	 Use	writing	skills	to	create	a	brief	historical	narrative	based	on	the	building	of	the	canal;
•	 Find	out	more	about	planning	a	commemorative	monument;
•	 Understand	that	a	variety	of	places,	including	waterways	and	landscapes,	can	reflect	aspects	of	heritage,	history	and	culture;
•	 Explore	the	storyboarding	of	informational	videos.

Keywords
Rideau	Canal;	Colonel	John	By;	Rideau	Canal	locks;	Bytown	Museum

Introduction
Can a stretch of water be a national symbol? If it’s the Rideau Canal, it can! 

Defined	by	a	series	of	47	locks	and	two-dozen	dams,	the	Rideau	Canal	connects	Kingston	to	the	Ottawa	River,	a	distance	of	more	than	
200	kilometres.	Built	between	1826	and	1832,	 it	remains	an	engineering	marvel,	and	the	longest	continuously	operating	waterway	in	
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North America — not to mention its winter transformation into 
the world’s largest skating rink!

But	this	UNESCO-designated	World	Heritage	Site	is	more	than	just	
a series of facts and figures: the canal defined a nation, created 
a capital and symbolizes Canada’s dedication to preserving its 
historical past. 

The	 city	 of	 Ottawa	 grew	 at	 the	 confluence	 of	 the	 Ottawa,	
Rideau, and Gatineau rivers. Long used as transportation 
corridors by Aboriginal peoples, the waterways led into the vast 
hinterland	of	 the	Canadian	Shield.	After	 the	War	of	American	
Independence,	 Britain	 feared	 that	 supply	 lines	 along	 the	 St.	
Lawrence	River	could	be	easily	disrupted	by	any	conflict	with	
America.	 In	 1826,	 the	 British	 government	 sent	 Colonel	 John	
By	 to	build	an	alternative	 transportation	 route	 linking	central	
Canada with the Atlantic, via Montréal. 

Over	the	course	of	the	next	six	years,	Colonel	By	and	his	team	of	
Royal Engineers mapped out a daring course through wilderness, 
swamp,	and	tough	Canadian	Shield	rock.	French	Canadian	and	
newly immigrated Irish workers supplied most of the back-
breaking labour. Accidents and illness claimed the lives of many. 

The	 canal	 joined	 the	 Ottawa	 River	 with	 one	 last	 engineering	
miracle:	 the	 step	 locks	 just	 below	what	 is	 now	Parliament	Hill.	
At	 the	 locks,	 the	 Rideau	 Canal	 is	 more	 than	 24	 metres	 above	
the	 river.	Without	a	 solution,	 the	canal	would	have	ended	 in	a	
waterfall.	 Instead,	By	built	 a	 series	of	eight	hand-winched	step	
locks that raise and lower watercraft like a slow-moving escalator. 
Attempts to modernize the mechanism were met by the vocal 
opposition	of	the	heritage	community;	today,	the	locks	are	still	
opened and closed by hand. You can see an example of this in 
the video, Rideau Canal Locks.

In creating a transportation corridor linking central and eastern 
Canada,	John	By	accomplished	a	close-to-impossible	task.	Surely,	
his	 British	 taskmasters	 celebrated	 his	military	 and	 engineering	
triumph?	 Unfortunately	 for	 By,	 unauthorized	 expenditures	 led	
the	 British	 government	 to	 blame	 him	 for	 canal	 cost	 overruns.	
Today,	By	is	regarded	as	the	ingenious	hero	who	created	Canada’s	
Capital, but his final years were spent attempting to clear his 
name of accusations of financial mismanagement.

Thanks	to	By’s	tenacity	and	an	influx	of	canal	workers,	the	little	
lumber	town	on	the	shores	of	the	Ottawa	River	became	Bytown.	
By	1855,	the	growing	community	was	renamed	Ottawa	and,	a	few	
short	years	 later,	Queen	Victoria	selected	Ottawa	as	the	capital	
of the province of Canada. The queen had five cities to choose 
from:	 Toronto,	 Montréal,	 Kingston,	 Québec,	 and	 Ottawa.	 But	
Ottawa’s	advantages	were	clear:	 the	city	was	on	 the	boundary	
between	Upper	and	Lower	Canada;	 it	was	a	safe	distance	from	
the	U.S.	border;	and	 it	was	easily	accessible,	mostly	because	of	
the Rideau Canal.

Bytown Museum and Rideau Canal locks, 2006
 
photo: national Capital Commission 
One of the first buildings John By built was the Commissary; 
today, it is the Bytown Museum and the oldest masonry 
structure in Ottawa. It is located to the left of the step locks in 
this photo, with the Ottawa River and the Canadian Museum of 
Civilization in the background.
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Rideau Canal locks, 2007
 
photo: national Capital Commission
From the lowest level, the locks appear to climb the hillside like 
a staircase. The Fairmont Château Laurier (left) is a hotel; the 
Bytown Museum (right) is housed in a building that John By 
constructed. The winches that open and close each lock are in 
the foreground. 

activity One: Write a Short paper
The	British	government	was	worried	about	disruptions	 to	 their	
supply	 lines	 if	a	war	with	America	broke	out.	Using	 library	and	
Internet	resources,	find	out	why	the	British	were	worried	about	
this.	Did	they	have	a	strong	case?	Argue	your	opinion	in	a	short	
paper	outlining	the	British	position	and	exploring	any	alternatives	
to	a	massive	construction	project	like	the	Rideau	Canal.

activity Two: Take a Virtual Trip!
Is	 the	Rideau	Canal	used	today?	Draw	a	map	of	 the	canal	 from	
Kingston	 to	 Ottawa	 and	 include	 the	 types	 of	 activities	 that	
visitors	 can	 experience	 along	 the	 way.	 Imagine	 the	 region	 50	
years	from	now.	What	would	the	canal	be	like	in	the	future?

activity Three: a Colonel By Monument
In	 his	 lifetime,	 Colonel	 John	 By	 went	 from	 hero	 to	 villain.	
Remembering his ingenuity and dedication can be done in many 
ways, from monuments to special events. As a class, discuss the 
pros and cons of permanent monuments versus more transient 
events	 or	 commemorations.	 With	 a	 small	 group,	 propose	 an	
event,	 monument,	 or	 other	 commemoration	 to	 celebrate	 By’s	
achievements. 

alternative activity: 
Many	 others	 helped	 Colonel	 By,	 including	 the	 labourers	 who	
built the canal and the Royal Engineers who came up with 
solutions	to	the	various	technical	challenges.	Propose	a	method	
to commemorate their achievements.

activity Four: Making a Capital
Capital cities around the world are selected for numerous 
reasons. As a class, brainstorm some of them. Some cities are 
created specifically to become capitals, others are the oldest or 
most successful cities in the country. Think about why Queen 
Victoria	 chose	 Ottawa	 as	 the	 capital.	 What	 other	 cities	 were	
considered? Imagine that a new capital was needed for Canada. 
Divide	 into	 five	 or	 six	 groups.	 Choose	 a	 potential	 city	 such	 as	
Vancouver,	Calgary,	Winnipeg,	Toronto,	Montréal,	or	Halifax,	or	
suggest another location (including a purpose-built capital) and, 
as a team, argue the benefits and potential of your city. How do 
you think a decision should be made? 

activity Five: Individual Research  
and Class discussion
a)	 Building	the	Rideau	Canal	involved	many	engineering	firsts.	
Research the scientific aspects of building the canal and present 
them to the rest of your class. 
b)	 Preserving	 our	 history	 is	 an	 important	 way	 not	 only	 to	

remember	the	past,	but	also	to	learn	from	it.	Research	UNESCO	
world	heritage	sites.	What	types	of	sites	receive	the	designation?	
Are any heritage sites near your community? In a short paper, 
discuss	 a	 Canadian	 UNESCO	 heritage	 site	 and	 outline	 why	 it	
received the designation.

activity Six: Renaming Communities (Grade 7)
The	 settlement	 of	 Bytown	was	 founded	 in	 1826	 and	 named	
after	Colonel	John	By,	but	then,	in	1855,	it	became	a	city	and	
was	 renamed	Ottawa.	 Find	 out	 the	 reasons	 for	 this	 change.	
What	 is	 your	 opinion	 about	 that	 decision?	 Many	 places	 in	
Canada have been renamed over the centuries. Many places 
originally had Aboriginal names, but were renamed by English 
or	 French	 settlers.	 More	 recently,	 place	 names	 have	 been	
changed	for	political	 reasons.	Find	out	whether	 the	name	of	
the place where you live, or any places near you, have been 
renamed, and if so, why. How would you feel if the place 
where you live now was renamed next year? If the place had 
to be renamed, what kind of a process would you want put in 
place to decide on the new name? 

activity Seven: Bridging the River (Grade 8)
Canals are created in order to facilitate the movement of boats 
and other water transport. However, engineers also had to 
consider how to provide opportunities for land transportation, 
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such as railways, cars, horses and carts, as well as pedestrians, 
to	 cross	 the	 waterways.	 When	 the	 Rideau	 Canal	 was	 built,	 the	
engineers built several types of causeways or bridges, including 
elevated railway bridges and swing bridges. Look for photos of 
these online and research how these bridges worked and whether 
or	 not	 they	 have	 all	 been	 replaced	with	 newer	 designs.	With	 a	
partner, make an annotated diagram or model of a specific bridge 
that crosses the Rideau Canal and locate it on a map. 

activity eight: Writing about the Building  
of the Canal (Grade 9)
Write	a	short	story	or	script	that	is	set	during	the	building	of	the	
Rideau	 Canal	 (1826-1832).	 Include	 at	 least	 one	 dramatic	 scene.	
Research to find out more about the history of the Canal to 
jumpstart	your	 ideas.	 	 For	example,	about	2000	people	worked	
to build the Canal during each year of its construction. Most came 
from	Ireland,	fleeing	poverty	and	famine.	More	than	500	workers	
died during the building of the Canal due to blasting accidents, 
drowning, or disease. (A monument to honour these workers now 
stands	 close	 to	 Parliament	Hill.)	 Be	 sure	 the	 historical	 details	 in	
your narrative are accurate.

Media Literacy activity
View	the	video	“Rideau	Canal	Locks.”	One	way	that	videographers	
create	films	is	to	prepare	a	storyboard	before	filming.	Of	course,	
they may change their minds after they have completed the 
videoing and include or delete elements, but the storyboard 
provides them with a basic framework in which to work. View the 
video	again,	pausing	it	when	you	wish.	What	are	the	main	scenes	
in	 the	 video?	 Jot	 down	 a	 brief	 description	 of	 each	main	 scene	
with some details, for example, first there is a close-up summer 
scene of the locks, etc. Then, create a storyboard in simple panels 
to show the basic sequence of shots that make up the scenes of 
Rideau Canal Locks and approximately how many seconds each 
scene	takes.	Reflect	on	the	decisions	made	by	the	creators.	If	they	
needed	 to	 reduce	 the	 video	 down	 to	 40	 seconds,	 what	 would	
you	suggest	they	cut	and	why?	Block	this	out	on	your	storyboard	
and see whether it would work. If Rideau Canal Locks could be 
increased	 by	 60	 more	 seconds,	 what	 would	 you	 suggest	 be	
included? Adapt your storyboard to show this additional content.   

 



Series Introduction
Seven classroom-ready lesson plans and five introductory videos highlight and explore the significance and importance of Canada’s 
Capital Treasures. These treasures represent knowledge, sacrifice, commitment and ingenuity. This series of lesson plans is available for 
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with the Virtual Museum of Canada and TEACH Magazine.

Lesson Four: Famous 5 monument

Materials
Women are Persons! video: www.canadascapital.gc.ca/capital-treasures

Learning Objectives

The learner will:
•	 Appreciate	the	contribution	women	have	made	to	Canadian	society;
•	 Write	a	script	to	convey	the	feelings	and	thoughts	of	the	Famous	Five	about	their	success;
•	 Use	effective	text	to	write	a	persuasive	headline;
•	 Celebrate	those	engaged	in	local	community–building;
•	 Create	a	timeline	to	mark	significant	achievements	of	rights	in	Canada;
•	 Compare	techniques	used	in	informational	videos.

Keywords
Women	are	Persons!;	the	Famous	Five;	Barbara	Paterson;	Irene	Parlby;	Louise	McKinney;	Nellie	McClung;	Emily	Murphy;	Henrietta	Muir	
Edwards;	Senate	of	Canada;	Parliament	Hill

Introduction
Walking	along	Wellington	Street	in	Canada’s	Capital	is	like	taking	a	trip	through	the	country’s	law-making	process.	Along	the	length	of	this	
short	street,	visitors	pass	by	the	House	of	Commons,	the	Senate,	and	the	Supreme	Court	of	Canada.	And,	if	visitors	veer	off	the	path	just	a	
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little, they will find themselves having tea with five women who 
changed the rights of Canadians forever.

A hundred years ago, Canadian women did not have the right 
to own their own house, to vote as they saw fit, or to aspire to 
many professions. And they certainly did not have the right to be 
appointed as a member of the Canadian Senate.

As	 the	 video	 “Women	 Are	 Persons”	 illustrates,	 in	 1928,	 the	
Famous	Five	—	as	Alberta’s	Irene	Parlby,	Louise	McKinney,	Nellie	

McClung, Emily Murphy and Henrietta Muir Edwards are better 
known	—	fought	to	be	recognized	as	“persons.”	At	that	time	in	
Canada, women could not legally be appointed to the Senate. 
The	 Famous	 Five	decided	 to	 fight	 this	 law	 and	 took	 their	 case	
all the way to the Supreme Court. They were denied the right, 
but	 they	were	not	deterred.	Their	next	 stop	was	Britain’s	Privy	
Council, which overruled the Supreme Court decision.

Between	the	First	World	War	and	Second	World	War,	Canadian	
women won many rights, including the right to vote, hold office, 
own	property,	 and	 sit	 as	 a	 senator.	 In	 subsequent	 years,	more	
legislation was extended to protect the rights and freedoms of 
other Canadians, such as people of Aboriginal descent, people 
with disabilities, and new Canadians.

Civic	 engagement	 —	 when	 ordinary	 citizens	 participate	 in	
democratic change, such as getting involved in protests, 
petitions,	or	peace	marches;	writing	letters	to	their	members	of	
Parliament;	or	challenging	a	 law	in	court	—	is	a	cornerstone	of	
Canadian democracy. The struggles and achievements of the 
Famous	 Five	 and	 other	 pioneers	 in	 social	 engagement	 have	
affected	Canadians	across	 the	country,	 and	continue	 to	 inspire	
citizens to exercise their hard-won rights. 

On	the	very	grounds	where	the	Famous	Five	won	their	historic	
victory, a monument commemorating their success can be seen 
and	 enjoyed	 by	 all.	 Created	 in	 2000	 by	 Alberta	 artist	 Barbara	
Paterson,	the	Women	Are	Persons!	cast	bronze	monument	is	one	
of	the	few	on	Parliament	Hill	that	honour	“ordinary”	citizens.

The	action	is	frozen	in	a	moment	of	victory	—	the	women	raise	
cups of tea in celebration and hold a newspaper of the day, 
boldly	declaring	that	“Women	are	Persons!”	The	artist	chose	this	
scene	deliberately:	100	years	ago,	Canadian	women	campaigned	
for	“suffrage,”	as	the	right	to	vote	is	sometimes	called.	As	part	of	
their	effective	organizing	strategy,	suffragettes	held	“pink	teas”	
—	parties	that	are	deliberately	festooned	with	doilies	and	pink	
decorations, a setting distasteful to men, where women could 
plan action to further women’s rights. 

In	 a	 tip	 of	 the	 hat	 to	 both	 the	 past	 and	 the	 future,	 Paterson	
included an empty chair in her sculpture, inviting visitors to 
celebrate	the	Famous	Five’s	victory	for	all	Canadians.

activity One: Write a Short Paper
Since	 1928,	 many	 women	 have	 served	 in	 the	 Canadian	
Senate. Choose one and write a short paper about her life, her 
achievements, and her contributions to Canada.

Women are Persons!, 
Peace Tower in background, 2005
 
Photo: national Capital Commission
The monument celebrates the Famous Five’s victory, just a 
short distance from the Parliament Buildings.
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nellie McClung holding newspaper, 2007
 
Photo: national Capital Commission 
newspapers of the day declared that “Women are Persons!” 
in the wake of the Privy Council decision in favour of the 
Famous Five.

activity Two: Write a national Headline
Newspapers have to capture the heart of a story in a few short 
words. Often, a person other than the writer of the main story 
composes	 the	 headline.	 Look	 at	 a	 national	 newspaper,	 either	
in print or online. How do headlines encourage people to read 
further? How can people across the country understand the 
headline?	Would	a	headline	about	the	same	story	get	a	different	
treatment from a local newspaper? Compare two newspapers, 
one national, another local. Select a story, but don’t include the 
headline. Exchange stories with a classmate and write a headline 
for the story. 

activity Three: Propose a new Commemoration
Who	 are	 the	 people	making	 a	 difference	 in	 your	 community?	
How	have	they	changed	things	for	the	better?	Look	up	the	term	
“civic	engagement.”	What	does	it	mean?	In	small	groups,	select	
someone from your community, past or present, who has made 
a	 positive	 difference.	 Design	 a	 monument	 to	 celebrate	 his	 or	
her	 successes.	 In	Barbara	Paterson’s	 sculpture,	 the	empty	chair	
invites visitor participation. Can your monument do the same? 
Propose	this	monument	to	the	rest	of	your	class.

activity extension: 
Two	copies	of	Paterson’s	bronze	sculpture	were	cast:	one	 is	on	
Parliament	Hill,	 the	other	one	 is	 in	Calgary,	Alberta.	Does	your	
monument have a provincial or national angle? Could it be 
located	 in	Canada’s	Capital?	 If	 appropriate,	 suggest	 an	Ottawa	
location for a copy of your monument.

activity Four: Writing a Script (Grade 7)
The	Famous	Five	sculpture	looks	just	like	a	real-life	scene	about	
to	be	played	out.	Write	a	script	that	conveys	information	about	
the	 Person’s	 Case	 while	 capturing	 the	 personalities	 of	 Irene	
Parlby,	 Louise	 McKinney,	 Nellie	 McClung,	 Emily	 Murphy,	 and	
Henrietta	Muir	Edwards.	Imagine	what	each	of	the	Famous	Five	
might have said on the day that the newspaper headline read: 
“Women	are	Persons!”	If	you	wish,	take	the	empty	chair	offered	
in the sculpture, include yourself as the sixth person in the room, 
and add your own voice to your script. 

activity Five: Creating a Time Line (Grade 8)
Paragraph	 four	 of	 the	 Introduction	 lists	 various	 rights	won	 by	
Canadian	women	between	the	First	World	War	and	the	Second	
World	 War,	 and	 it	 mentions	 legislation	 created	 or	 extended	
to protect the rights and freedoms of other Canadians, such 
as people of Aboriginal descent, people with disabilities, and 
new	Canadians.	 In	 fact,	 as	 recently	 as	 June	2011,	 the	Canadian	
Human	Rights	Act,	 introduced	in	1977,	was	changed	to	 include	

Aboriginal Canadians who were previously exempt under the 
Indian	Act.	Create	a	time	line	that	spans	1867,	the	Confederation	
of	Canada,	to	the	present-day	and	include	on	it	the	‘Women	are	
Persons’	decision,	as	well	as	other	events	and	legislation	that	you	
consider most significant to yourself and other Canadians. 

activity Six: Charting the Judicial System (Grade 9)
In	1928,	women	could	not	legally	be	appointed	to	the	Canadian	
Senate.	The	Famous	Five	fought	this	law,	but	the	Supreme	Court	
denied their right. At the time, there was a higher court that had 
jurisdiction	 in	 Canada.	 This	 was	 Britain’s	 Privy	 Council,	 and	 it	
overruled the Supreme Court decision. Research that decision. 
Since that time, there have been changes in the relationship 
between	Britain	and	Canada.	Now,	Canada	is	independent	from	
Britain.	 Research	 to	 find	 out	 how	 these	 changes	 affected	 the	
functioning	of	the	judicial	system	in	Canada.	Create	two	charts,	
one	 outlining	 the	 “hierarchy”	 of	 the	 judicial	 system	 in	 Canada	
as	it	existed	in	the	1920s	and	one	as	it	exists	now,	and	compare	
them. Think about the decision the Supreme Court of Canada 
made	 in	 relation	 to	 the	Person’s	Case	 in	1928	and	whether	 the	
Court would make the same decision today. How does this help 
you understand the nature of the law and its interpretation?
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Media Literacy activity
View	 the	 video,	 “Women	 are	 Persons!”	 Then	 view	 (or	 review)	
the	video,	“The	Response:	National	War	Memorial.”	How	are	the	
sculptures highlighted in these videos similar? How are they 
different?	 Jot	 down	 your	 responses.	 Now	 focus	 on	 the	 videos	
themselves.	How	do	they	use	similar	and/or	differing	techniques	
to engage the viewer in understanding the significance of their 
subjects,	the	sculptures?	What	can	you	learn	from	this?

Women are Persons!, 2005
 
Photo: national Capital Commission
The Famous Five are shown celebrating their victory with cups 
of tea. an empty chair invites visitors to join the party.



Series Introduction
Seven classroom-ready lesson plans and five introductory videos highlight and explore the significance and importance of Canada’s 
Capital Treasures. These treasures represent knowledge, sacrifice, commitment and ingenuity. This series of lesson plans is available for 
download at www.teachmag.com/curricula. These lesson plans were produced by the National Capital Commission (NCC) in collaboration 
with the Virtual Museum of Canada and TEACH Magazine.

Lesson Five: “never Give Up!” — MaUrice richard MonUMent

Learning Objectives

The learner will:
•	 Make	compelling	and	persuasive	arguments	regarding	community	achievements;
•	 Conduct	individual	and	group	research;
•	 Understand	the	role	of	memorializing	as	an	important	function	of	maintaining	identity;
•	 Examine	Canadian	personalities	of	the	mid-20th	century.

Keywords
Maurice	Richard;	Stanley	Cup;	The Hockey Sweater;	Never	Give	Up

Introduction
Walking	in	Jacques-Cartier	Park	in	Gatineau,	Quebec,	most	Canadians	aren’t	surprised	to	see	a	bronze	statue	of	a	giant	hockey	player.	
After all, hockey is Canada’s game, a unifying force across the country, and Maurice “The Rocket” Richard was one of the game’s greatest 
players.

Richard	dominated	the	NHL	in	the	1940s	and	’50s,	playing	for	his	hometown	Montréal	Canadiens,	and	increased	international	recognition	
of	a	young	Canada	on	the	world	stage.	His	records	and	achievements	are	legendary:	scoring	50	goals	in	50	games,	winning	eight	Stanley	
Cups, and being fast-tracked to the Hockey Hall of Fame. His image appeared on everything from magazine covers to cereal boxes. His 
famous	number	9	jersey	was	retired	within	a	month	of	his	leaving	the	league	in	1960.
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His life has been chronicled in books, 
television, and film. The Hockey Sweater, 
the children’s book written by Roch 
Carrier, is about a child trying to obtain a 
number 9 “Habs” jersey. Richard’s legacy 
reverberates	more	than	50	years	after	his	
retirement.

It’s no wonder that Maurice Richard 
remains a national icon. A quick peek 
at Canadian popular culture reveals 
hockey as a defining aspect of our lives 
in fields as diverse as music, literature, 
and advertising. Canadians follow their 
organized teams, from the NHL to minor 
leagues to the local peewee teams. 
Olympic hockey, both men’s and women’s 
competitions, can bring entire cities to a 
complete standstill.

But more than that, Canadians regularly 
lace up and take to the ice for community 
shinny games. Turn over a five-dollar bill 
and there we are, parents and children, 
on a frozen pond. Even when the snow 
and ice are gone, street hockey — with 
the familiar cry of “car!” — takes over 
summer evenings.

When	 the	 Montréal	 Forum	 closed	 in	
1996, Richard’s appearance at the closing 
ceremonies resulted in a 16-minute 
standing ovation, the longest ever 
recorded in that city. During the ovation, 
while fans chanted his nickname, 
“Rocket” over and over, he closed his eyes 
and mouthed the words, “thank you.” 
Four years later, at his funeral, more than 
115,000	people	visited,	as	his	body	lay	in	
state	 at	 the	 Molson	 Centre	 in	 Montréal,	
including	 the	Governor	General	 and	 the	
Prime Minister of Canada.

The following year, the larger-than-life 
bronze statue of Richard was erected in 
Gatineau,	created	by	Au	Coeur	du	Bronze.	
Richard, without a helmet as was typical 
of his era, races toward the viewer, ready 

Maurice ‘The rocket richard’ statue ‘never Give up!’ 2001
 
photo: national Capital Commission
Known for his speed on the ice and his powerful shots, richard spent 18 years with 
the Montréal Canadiens. prime Minister Chrétien remarked of this most dedicated 
hockey player that he “…defined and transcended the game of hockey.”
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Statue base, 2005
 
photo: national Capital Commission
The number 9 identifies Maurice richard as much as his official signature. This detail 
is from the monument’s base.

to shoot the puck, his penetrating gaze 
part of his terrifying reputation as one 
of the most determined goal scorers of 
all	 time.	The	words	“Never	Give	Up!”	are	
etched in the statue’s base, reminding us 
of Richard’s place in Canadian history, and 
the role of hockey in our national psyche. 

activity One: 
Make a Hockey Card
Choose a present-day hockey player. 
Create a hockey card outlining their 
contributions to the game, including 
if they have been featured in other 
commemorative ways (e.g. on a stamp 
or a sculpture), or in popular culture (as 
a spokesperson for a charity or company, 
for example).

activity Two: 
Celebrating Hockey
Canadians are passionate about hockey. 
It’s more than just a game. As a class, 
brainstorm the various ways hockey is 
celebrated in Canada (e.g. Hockey Hall 
of Fame, Hockey Day in Canada). What 
other ways could hockey be celebrated? 
Individually or as part of a small group, 
choose one of these celebrations. It could 
be a monument, an event, a publication, 
or any other idea. Discuss whether your 
celebration needs to be permanent, or if 
it should have a definite beginning and 
end. As a group, present your idea to the 
rest of the class.

activity Three: 
propose a new Monument
Someone in your community, perhaps 
even in your school, is contributing, or 
has contributed to your community in a 
positive way. Research the different ways 
to commemorate a person for example, 
with stamps, statues, scholarships, 
building and street names, etc.). Select 
someone who you think deserves to 
be commemorated in your community. 
Determine which commemorative 

method (e.g. a monument, a special day) 
would be the most appropriate for your 
honouree. Present your commemoration 
to your class. 

activity extension: 
There is also a Maurice Richard statue 
in	 Montréal.	 Why	 does	 Richard	 have	
a statue in two cities? Consider the 
individual you have decided to 
commemorate. Would it be fitting to 
have a second commemoration of them 
in the country’s capital? Where would be 
the best location for such a monument or 
commemoration?

activity Four: Individual 
research and Class discussion
Maurice Richard came to prominence 
during the middle part of the twentieth 
century. During this time, Canada was 

still growing as a country and many 
laws and social norms were changing. 
Discuss as a class what other Canadian 
events happened during Richard’s 
playing	 career	 (1942–1960).	 Were	 there	
other personalities of the era that helped 
define Canadian identity? Choose one 
and present your Canadian personality to 
the class.

activity Five: Writing a Short 
paper and Creating epitaphs 
(Grade 7)
The	 words	 “Never	 Give	 Up!”	 are	 etched	
in the base of the Maurice Richard 
statue. With a partner, research Maurice 
Richard’s life and then write a short 
paper explaining why these words are 
an appropriate epitaph for him. With 
your partner, think of two or three other 
Canadian icons or heroes and come up 
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with appropriate epitaphs for them. Be prepared to engage in a 
discussion about these epitaphs with your classmates and explain 
your reasoning.

activity Six: Creating a Biographical Graphic novel 
(Grade 8)
The life of Maurice Richard has been chronicled in books, 
television,	 and	film.	Create	 a	biographical	 graphic	novel	 (2	or	 3	
pages, or longer, if you wish) that depicts an event (or several 
events) in the life of the great hockey player. If necessary, do 
some research to learn more information about the life and times 
of Richard. Make sure your facts are accurate. Before you begin 
drawing, spend some time reading graphic novels to learn about 
the various ways of telling a story in panels. Remember to include 
space	 for	 characters’	 dialogue	 or	 for	 narration.	 Graphic	 novels	
are a great way to combine words and images in narrative. Try to 
take advantage of the genre by building in some action scenes. 
Do a quick rough mock-up of your pages before moving to a final 
version. 

activity Seven: Mapping Sports Icons (Grade 9)
All around the world, people play sports and celebrate their 
national sports stars.  Edison “Edson” Arantes do Nascimento, 
known	 by	 his	 nickname	 Pelé,	 was	 named	 the	 “Athlete	 of	 the	
Century” in 1999 by the International Olympic Committee. This 
incredible soccer player is a national hero in Brazil. With a partner, 
label the countries on a world map. Research to find a national 
sports hero or icon for as many countries as possible. What is it 
about each hero that makes him or her so popular? Find a creative 
way to represent each icon on the map and to describe why he or 
she is so popular throughout their nation.    
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Lesson six: Abbey Ruins

Learning Objectives

The learner will:
•	 Find	out	more	about	the	life	of	Canada’s	10th	Prime	Minister;
•	 Explore	how	a	park	is	created;
•	 Recreate	Mackenzie	King’s	process	in	making	the	Abbey	Ruins	by	creating	their	own	park	structure	out	of	found	materials;
•	 Examine	aspects	of	framing	as	a	visual	strategy.

Keywords
Abbey	Ruins;	Mackenzie	King	Estate;	Gatineau	Park;	William	Lyon	Mackenzie	King.

Introduction
Buildings	 tell	 stories;	 so	do	 landscapes.	 In	Gatineau	Park,	 just	 north	of	Canada’s	Capital,	 both	 landscape	 and	 architecture	 tell	 a	 very	
Canadian story of preservation, contemplation, and the place of nature in our national identity. 

The	large	361-square-kilometre	park	—	only	15	minutes	from	Parliament	Hill	—	is	home	to	the	former	estate	and	grounds	of	Canada’s	
10th	Prime	Minister,	William	Lyon	Mackenzie	King.	Thanks	to	King’s	foresight,	a	beautiful	segment	of	the	Gatineau	Hills	was	preserved	as	
a	park	in	1938.	King’s	collection	of	rescued	architectural	fragments,	installed	in	this	natural	setting,	have	also	created	a	sort	of	spiritual	
oasis within the park. 
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Celebrating	more	than	21	years	in	office,	
Mackenzie	King	was	 the	 longest-serving	
Prime	 Minister	 in	 Canadian	 history.	
Leading	the	country	through	the	Second	
World	War,	King	was	Prime	Minister	at	a	

time when the country was undergoing 
great	 change.	 Though	 King	 strove	 to	
improve Canada’s role in the changing 
world state, he was also mindful of 
future generations. Through his efforts, 
he helped establish a peaceful postwar 

Canada that preserved its past.
King	addressed	his	aspirations	for	Ottawa	
in	 a	 1923	 speech	 to	 Parliament.	 “We	
may not come to have the largest, the 
wealthiest, or the most cosmopolitan 
Capital	 in	 the	 world,	 but	 I	 believe	 that	
with	 Ottawa’s	 natural	 and	 picturesque	
setting, given stately proportions, and a 
little careful planning, we can have the 
most beautiful Capital in the world…
[and] those who follow in future years will 
come to recognize it as an expression in 
some degree of the soul of Canada.”

One of the most beautiful landscapes in 
the	 region	 is	 the	 Gatineau	 Hills,	 where	
Mackenzie	King	created	a	working	 farm,	
several summer cottages for himself and 
visitors,	 beautiful	 French-	 and	 English-
style gardens, and a permanent home to 
which	he	eventually	retired	in	1948.	Upon	
his	death	two	years	later,	he	bequeathed	
his property to the people of Canada, 
adding to a vibrant and accessible public 
park that entertains more than a million 
visitors each year.

One	 small	 corner	 of	 Mackenzie	 King’s	
estate was devoted to architectural 
fragments salvaged from buildings under 
repair	or	demolition.	Named	the	“Abbey	
Ruins,”	 these	 garden	 features	 were	
created from the fire-ravaged Canadian 
Parliament	Buildings,	from	the	blitzkrieg-
era	British	Parliament	Buildings,	and	from	
various grand homes around Ottawa 
that were undergoing renovations and 
reconstruction. 

Originally,	King	wanted	to	create	a	private	
chapel	 from	 the	 collected	 stones.	When	
he	 realized	he	didn’t	have	quite	enough	
material, he reimagined the collection 
into	 “ruins”	 resembling	 a	 gothic	 abbey,	
a	Greek	temple,	and	other	time-tumbled	
structures. The partial buildings, beautiful 
in their own right, are designed to 
complement and frame the surrounding 

rt. Hon. William Lyon Mackenzie King and his dog “pat”, 1924-1948
 
photo: Library and archives Canada / C-024304
Mackenzie King aimed to create a peaceful oasis from the tumult of Ottawa politics. 
using reclaimed stones from various demolished or damaged buildings, he 
assembled the abbey ruins on his estate, now part of Gatineau park.
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King statue, 2002
 
photo: nCC/CCn 
a statue of Canada’s longest-serving prime Minister, William Lyon Mackenzie King, 
stands in front of the parliament Buildings in Ottawa, only 15 minutes away from 
King’s beloved home in the Gatineau Hills. This statue was created by raoul Hunter.

Canadian landscape. 
King	insured	that	not	only	were	the	stones	
preserved, but that they also integrated 
with the Canadian Shield landscape of 
the	region.	Much	of	King’s	estate	honours	
the	 landscape	—	which	 is	 significant	 to	
Aboriginal peoples, European settlers 
and	 park	 users	 today	 —	 by	 creating	
viewpoints and contemplative grottoes. 
It	 is	 easy	 to	 visit	 the	 Abbey	 Ruins	 and	
imagine	 Mackenzie	 King	 sitting	 among	
the stones, gaining insight into the 
weighty problems that the country faced. 

Today, park visitors use the ruins as a 
photo opportunity. Many happy faces 
on	Flickr	and	Facebook	feature	the	ruins	
in the background, an ongoing part of 
Canada’s	 visual	 story.	 Because	 of	 King’s	
vision,	 Gatineau	 Park	 remains	 a	 cultural	
and environmental legacy that Canadians 
enjoy	year-round.

activity One: Write a Short paper
William	 Lyon	 Mackenzie	 King	 is	 an	
important figure in Canadian history. 
Research	 and	 write	 a	 short	 paper	 on	
his accomplishments. His life is well 
documented through his diaries (now 
part	 of	 Library	 and	 Archives	 Canada).	
How does his private estate reflect his 
private life?

activity Two: Making parks
How	are	parks	 created?	 In	 a	 small	 team,	
research	 a	 park	 in	 your	 area.	 Who	 is	
responsible for maintaining the park? 
How do people use the park? Does 
the park preserve any natural area or 
historical	 landmark?	 Is	 there	 an	 area	 in	
your community that you think should be 
a park? Suggest a new park in your area or 
neighbourhood.	What	events	or	activities	
would take place there?

activity Three: recycling art
King	 reassembled	old	 stones	 to	create	a	
new	park	feature,	the	Abbey	Ruins.	These	
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abbey ruins, keyhole shot, 2008
 
photo: national Capital Commission
The abbey ruins in Gatineau park provide visitors with 
interesting and surprising viewpoints, many of which frame 
the landscape surrounding the ruins.

structures provide seating for weary visitors, climbing structures 
for	adventurous	kids,	and	tranquil	backgrounds	for	people	taking	
photographs.	 Try	making	a	maquette,	or	model	 for	 a	park	near	
you.	Gather	materials	that	would	otherwise	go	into	your	recycling	
bin.	Select	a	suitable	area	for	your	structure.	Identify	what	purpose	
your structure will serve. Draw a design for your structure and 
recreate a small model of it using your recycled materials.

activity Four: See Through the Keyhole
The	Abbey	Ruins	provide	photographers	with	many	 interesting	
viewpoints	and	vistas.	Look	at	the	keyhole	photo	of	Abbey	Ruins.	
The photographer has chosen to shoot one scene framed by the 
architectural	 keyhole	 feature	 in	 the	 foreground.	 Using	 a	 large	
piece	of	paper,	cut	out	a	decorative	“window.”	Your	window	can	
be modern or a more historical one (such as the one in the Abbey 
Ruins	photo).	Using	drawing		materials,	provide	detail	around	the	
hole,	 such	 as	 stones,	 curtains	 and	 so	 on.	 Using	 a	 second	 piece	
of paper, draw a scene that will be seen through your keyhole 
window. 

activity Five: Graphing prime Ministers (Grade 7)
William	Lyon	Mackenzie	King	was	Canada’s	longest	serving	Prime	
Minister. Create a graph that shows the length of time served 
by	each	Canadian	Prime	Minister.	How	can	you	create	the	graph	
so	that	 it	 is	easy	to	compare	the	data?	Who	is	the	current	Prime	

Minister and what length of time has he/she served? Be sure to 
include him/her on your chart. How will you indicate that his/her 
term has not yet ended? See if you can find two reliable online 
sources	that	indicate	which	three	Prime	Ministers	have	been	the	
favourites	of	the	Canadian	public.	Guess	whether	or	not	this	might	
have	a	correlation	to	the	amount	of	time	they	spent	in	office	and	
then	check	your	guess.	What	might	you	conclude	from	this?

activity Six: Boxing the prime Minister (Grade 8)
Prime	Minister	Mackenzie	King	was	Canada’s	tenth	prime	minister.	
Research	to	find	out	more	about	Mackenzie	King,	or	any	one	of	
Canada’s	other	Prime	Ministers,	 and	 then	create	a	memory	box	
that shares biographical information about him or her. Create 
artefacts to place in the box that reflect something about the 
Prime	 Minister’s	 personality	 and/or	 significant	 events	 in	 his	 or	
her private and public life, for example, a tape recording of an 
important speech, photocopies of historical photos, the collar of a 
well-loved pet, ribbons, or medals, etc. Be prepared to explain the 
relevance of each item to class members. 

activity Seven: Mapping/Modelling a Vision for 
your region (Grade 9)  
As	you	read	in	the	introduction,	Mackenze	King	said,	“...I	believe	
that	with	Ottawa’s	natural	and	picturesque	setting,	given	stately	
proportions, and a little careful planning, we can have the most 
beautiful Capital in the world…[and] those who follow in future 
years will come to recognize it as an expression in some degree 
of the soul of Canada.” He worked hard to beautify the growing 
city in a way that befitted a capital, including building of the 
Peace	Tower,	erecting	a	statute	of	former	Prime	Minister,	Wilfrid	
Laurier,	 and	 creating	 Confederation	 Square.	 He	 commissioned	
Jacques	 Gréber,	 a	 well-known	 French	 architect	 and	 planner,	
to create a plan for the region that included making parkways 
and greenbelts, moving the railway out of the downtown, and 
expanding	Gatineau	 Park.	Many	 of	 his	 suggestions	were	 put	 in	
place. Do some online research with a partner to learn about the 
various considerations that urban planners must take into account 
and	 list	 them.	Look	at	a	map	of	 the	place	where	you	 live.	Think	
about what you like about your home and what you would like to 
change.	With	your	partner,	come	up	with	a	mutual	vision	for	the	
region. Sketch out a map or create a model that shows how you 
would	like	your	region	to	look	5,	10	or	50	years	from	now,	taking	
into the account all the considerations you listed.  



Series Introduction
Seven classroom-ready lesson plans and five introductory videos highlight and explore the significance and importance of Canada’s 
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Lesson seven: nationaL aboriginaL veterans MonuMent

Materials
National Aboriginal Veterans Association Monument video: www.canadascapital.gc.ca/capital-treasures

Learning Objectives

The learner will:
•	 Learn	more	about	the	contributions	of	Aboriginal	people	to	Canada;
•	 Use	visual	and	text	elements	to	create	a	compelling	poster;
•	 Decode	symbols	in	a	local	monument;
•	 Determine	how	the	structure	and	length	of	a	video	influences	its	effectiveness;	and
•	 Create	a	personal	lexicon	of	family	symbols.

Keywords
Noel	Lloyd	Pinay;	National	Aboriginal	Veterans	Association;	National	Aboriginal	Day

Introduction
Aboriginal people have responded to the call of war, time and again. To remember and celebrate this commitment, the National Aboriginal 
Veterans Association raised funds for and commissioned a monument that honours First Nations, Métis, and Inuit who volunteered in the 
First World War, Second World War, Korean War, and all subsequent peacekeeping missions. As seen in the National Aboriginal Veteran’s 
Monument	video,	the	six-metre	(20-foot)	bronze	and	granite	sculpture	stands	tall	and	proud	in	Confederation	Park,	a	central	gathering	
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place in the heart of Canada’s Capital. The 
monument reminds us that Aboriginal 
Canadians fought and died for our 
country, even at times when society did 
not recognize many of their basic human 
rights.

The National Aboriginal Veterans 
Association was formed in 1981 to 
promote the unique accomplishments 
and interests of Aboriginal veterans 
in times of war and peace. Aboriginal 
soldiers have served Canada for hundreds 

of years and are renowned as snipers 
and reconnaissance scouts, utilizing 
the traditional skills they employed as 
hunters and warriors.

Artist	Noel	Lloyd	Pinay	of	the	Peepeekisis	
First Nation in Saskatchewan was inspired 
by the dedication and sacrifices made by 
his	father,	Noel	Joseph	Pinay,	who	was	a	
paratrooper during the Second World 
War.	 Using	 traditional	 symbols,	 Pinay	
brings the essential Aboriginal value of 
harmony with nature to the forefront. All 
animals, plants, and humans exist in an 
interrelated circle of life and death under 
the auspices of the Creator. The spirits 
of living things must be honoured and 
respected.

Translating these traditional values into 
metal and stone was no easy feat. Noel 
Lloyd	 Pinay,	 an	 experienced	 caster	 of	
bronze statuary, worked long and hard 
in his prairie workshop to create the 
complex piece. The statue was then 
shipped by rail to the Capital, where the 
artist assembled and joined the pieces. 
The statue was unveiled in a special 
Aboriginal	 Day	 ceremony	 on	 June	 21,	
2001, with the Governor General in 
attendance.

The number four figures prominently 
in the spirituality of many Aboriginal 
peoples: four seasons, four directions, 
four	stages	of	 life	—	and	Pinay	has	used	
the number extensively in his sculpture. 
Four	 animal	 spirits	—	 wolf,	 buffalo,	 elk,	
and bear — guide warriors in their pursuit 
of victory and peace. 

Four human figures stand facing the 
four cardinal directions. They represent 
the vast diversity of Aboriginal people 
in Canada and include people from the 
Plains,	 the	 West	 Coast,	 an	 Inuit	 person	
from the North, and a Métis figure. Two of 
the figures are male and two are female, 

National Aboriginal Veterans Monument, 2004
 
photo: National Capital Commission
Noel Lloyd pinay’s richly symbolic commemoration as it stands in the heart of 
Canada’s Capital.
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National Aboriginal Veterans Monument, 2007
 
photo: National Capital Commission
Beneath the guiding Creator (symbolized by the eagle with wings spread outward), a 
warrior is flanked by a howling wolf and bellowing elk.

signifying the contributions of Aboriginal 
men and women to Canada’s wartime 
efforts	 and	 peacekeeping	 activities.	 In	
their hands, they hold both weapons and 
spiritual objects, such as an eagle feather 
fan and a peace pipe. 

Finally, a thunderbird perched atop the 
monument symbolizes the Creator, who 
unites and guides those below. By using 
images	 and	 symbols,	 Noel	 Lloyd	 Pinay	
has created a monument to Aboriginal 
Canadians that tells an important story of 
peace, balance, victory and wisdom.

Activity One: Write a Short paper
Research the role of Aboriginal 
Canadians	 in	 conflict	 and	 in	 peace.	
Choose one veteran and discuss his 
or her contributions, sacrifices and 
achievements. How was being part of 
Canada’s armed forces important to this 
veteran? What barriers did the veteran 
overcome to reach his or her goals? [Note: 
The	Veterans	Affairs	Canada	website	has	
some very good profiles: http://www.
veterans.gc.ca/eng/.]

Activity extension: 
The oral tradition is extremely important 
to Aboriginal peoples. Through stories, 
they share their beliefs, values, and 
histories. Turn your short paper into an 
oral narrative. If you wish, you can add 
historical photos or your own sketches 
as visual aids. Be prepared to share your 
story with the class in some oral format, 
either live, taped, or video-taped. How 
does telling a story this way compare 
with the way in which a monument, such 
as the National Aboriginal Monument, 
shares a story?  

Activity Two: Make a poster
“The war proved that the fighting spirit 
of my tribe was not squelched through 
reservation life. When duty called, we 
were there, and when we were called 
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forth to fight for the cause of civilization, our people showed all 
the bravery of our warriors of old.” 
— Mike Mountain Horse, First World War veteran 

[Source: www.vac-gc.ca. Mr. Mountain Horse was a member of the 
Blood Band in Alberta. The quotation is an excerpt from his book 
My	People:	The	Bloods,	p.	144.]

Using	the	above	quote	as	a	jumping-off	point,	design	a	poster	to	
highlight and honour Aboriginal contributions to Canada’s armed 
forces.

Activity Three: using Symbolism
Noel	Lloyd	Pinay’s	monument	tells	a	story	using	symbols.	Often,	
depicting abstract ideas such as “harmony with nature” or “peace 
and freedom” requires artists to use concrete images and symbols. 
Sometimes,	 different	 cultures	 have	 different	 symbols.	 Other	
times, symbols can be highly personal and not easy to decode for 
an average viewer. Imagine that you are creating a statue to mark 
the entrance to your home or school. 

Option 1: entrance to your home
The statue must represent your family. What symbols would you 
use?	How	would	visitors	make	sense	of	your	symbols?	Design	your	
statue and present it to your class. Can everyone understand the 
symbols you have used? 

Option 2: entrance to your school 
In a small group, brainstorm what abstract ideas are appropriate 
to represent your school (education, play or pride, for example). 
What	 symbols	best	 represent	 these	 ideas?	Present	your	group’s	
statue design to the rest of your class.

Activity Four: Making a Brochure (Grade 7)
June	 21	 is	 National	 Aboriginal	 Day	 in	 Canada.	 Every	 year,	 a	
memorial ceremony is held at the National Aboriginal Monument 
on this day. June 21 is also the day on which the monument 
was unveiled in 2001. Research to find out more about National 
Aboriginal	Day,	 including	when	 it	 first	began	 to	be	 recognized,	
and why and how it is celebrated. Fold an 8 ½ x 11” piece of paper 
into thirds and create a brochure that informs Canadians about 
National	Aboriginal	Day.

Activity Five: Making a Map of Aboriginal Art (Grade 8)
Aboriginal peoples value the arts. Through story, song, sculpture, 
and dance, they pass their traditions from generation to generation. 
Aboriginal artists are also painters, writers, comedians, and film 

makers. The Aboriginal peoples share many beliefs and values. 
Noel	Lloyd	Pinay	of	the	Peepeekisis	First	Nation	in	Saskatchewan	
deliberately combined several symbols, each of significance to 
one or more peoples, in his one statue, the National Aboriginal 
Memorial. But the many diverse nations across Canada have their 
own	specific	traditions	and	cultures.	Photocopy	or	print	photos	of	
samples of Aboriginal art from across Canada. You may want to 
choose art from a specific time period, or of a particular medium 
(for example, sculptures, or paintings), or with a particular subject 
(for example, landscape, or portrait). Find a way to display them 
so that it is clear to the viewer where the art is from, the name of 
the artist and the artist’s heritage. Include at least two examples 
of Inuit art, two examples of Métis art, and five examples of First 
Nations	art.	Regardless	of	 the	other	content,	 include	Noel	Lloyd	
Pinay’s	 National	 Aboriginal	 statue	 on	 your	 map	 as	 well.	 What	
other questions do you still have about Aboriginal art?  

Activity Six: Creating a How-to Graphic 
Organizer (Grade 9)
Research to find out how a bronze sculpture is made. What 
materials are used? What qualities of bronze make it a popular 
material for sculptures? What skills must the artist have? Create a 
simple	graphic	organizer	that	reflects	what	you’ve	learned.	What	
does it mean if the sculpture is a “limited edition?” What does it 
mean if the sculpture is a one-of-a-kind piece? In what ways did 
this exercise help you better appreciate the National Aboriginal 
Memorial?   

Media Literacy Activity
Before you view the video “National Aboriginal Veterans 
Association Monument,” check to see how long it is. When there 
are length limitations, how do videographers approach a topic? 
What other kinds of restrictions can there be on videos, especially 
ones for student audiences? Taking these restrictions into account, 
make a list of what you expect to learn from it. Make another list 
of what you hope to learn from it. Think about whether your 
expectations	are	different	 for	 an	 informational	 video	 than	 from	
another type of media, such as a brochure, a poster, or a television 
commercial, and why that might be. Now watch the video. 
Evaluate it according to your lists. What kind of changes, if any, 
would you make?  
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Curriculum Links

Atlantic Provinces Education Foundation Protocol (Newfoundland/Labrador,
New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island)

m Social Studies Curriculum

Essential Graduation Learnings/Citizenship

Graduates will be expected to assess social, cultural, economic and 

environmental interdependence in a local and global context.

They will be expected to:

■ demonstrate understanding of Canada’s political, social 

and economic systems in a global context

■ demonstrate understanding of the social, political, and 

economic forces that have shaped the past and present 

and apply those understandings in planning for the future

■ examine human rights issues and recognize forms of discrimination

■ determine the principles and actions of just, pluralistic, and 

democratic societies

■ demonstrate understanding of their own and others’ cultural heritage 

and cultural identity and the contribution of diverse cultures to society

General Curriculum Outcome: Citizenship, Power and Governance:

Students will be expected to demonstrate an understanding of the rights and

responsibilities of citizenship and the origins, functions and sources of power,

authority, and governance.

m Key-Stage Curriculum Outcomes

By the end of Grade 6, students will be expected to:

■ identify and explain the rights and responsibilities of individual 

citizens in a local, national and global context

■ give examples of the influence of freedom, equality, human dignity, 

justice, and civil rights and responsibilities in Canadian society

■ identify the distribution of power and privilege in Canadian society 

and the sources of authority in the lives of citizens

■ describe the purposes, function, powers and decision-making 

processes of Canadian governments



■ recognize the purpose of laws within the Canadian context

■ explain ways that individuals and groups can influence 

public policy in Canada

■ recognize how and why individuals and groups have 

different perspectives on public issues

■ describe the main features of the Canadian constitution

■ take age-appropriate actions to demonstrate their responsibilities 

as citizens

By the end of Grade 9, students will be expected to:

■ identify and explain persistent issues involving the rights, responsibilities, 

roles and status of individual citizens and groups in a local, national 

and global context

■ explain the origins and continuing influence of the main principles 

of Canadian democracy

■ analyze the distribution of power and privilege in society and the 

sources of authority in the lives of citizens

■ explain the origins, purpose, function, and decision-making processes of 

Canadian governments and how their powers are acquired, used and justified

■ explain how the Canadian political and legal system establishes order 

and manages conflict while meeting the needs and desires of citizens

■ explain, analyze, and compare the effectiveness of various methods 

of influencing public policy

■ analyze and explain various perspectives on selected public issues

■ explain the origins and main features of the Canadian constitutional system

■ take age-appropriate actions to demonstrate their responsibilities as citizens

By the end of Grade 12, students will be expected to:

■ analyze major issues involving the rights, responsibilities, roles, and status 

of individual citizens and groups in a local, national and global context

■ analyze the origins, development, and current condition of 

the main principles of democracy

■ compare and evaluate the distribution of power in societies and 

the sources of authority in the lives of citizens

■ analyze the origins, purpose, function, and decision-making processes of 

Canadian governments and how their powers are acquired, used, and justified

■ analyze and evaluate how Canadian, and other political and legal systems, 

establish order and security while meeting the needs and desires of citizens

■ identify and evaluate various strategies for influencing public policy

■ evaluate public issues, taking into account multiple perspectives

■ analyze different political systems and compare them with Canada’s

■ take age-appropriate actions to demonstrate their responsibilities 

as citizens



Ontario

m Social Studies

Grade 8—Canada: ■ A Changing Country

Grade 9 ■ Canadians and World Studies

m History

Grade 10 Strands ■ Change and Continuity 

■ Citizenship and Heritage ■ Methods of Historical Inquiry

■ Communities, Local, National ■ Social, Economic 

and Global and Political Structures

Grade 11 ■ Canadian Politics and Citizenship

■ Canadian World Politics

m Civics

Grade 10 Strands
■ Informed Citizenship ■ Purposeful Citizenship ■ Active Citizenship

Manitoba

m Social Studies

Citizenship as a Core Concept in Social Studies

Role of Citizenship
Citizenship is the core concept that provides the learning focus for social studies

at all grades. In order to identify the skills, knowledge, and values students will

need as active democratic citizens, social studies must take into account the

society in which students live and the challenges they will face in the future. As

students engage in this dialogue, they will develop a better understanding of

citizenship in Canada and the world, and will be better prepared to become active

participants in their communities, locally, nationally and globally.

Rationale for Citizenship Education
Citizenship takes on meaning in specific contexts and is subject to time and place.

For much of its history, citizenship has been exclusionary, class-based, racist, and

sexist. The concept of citizenship must be considered within the context of

democracy, human rights, and public debate. Social studies provides opportunities

for students to learn how diverse notions of citizenship have been used in the past

and are being used in the present, both for good and ill.



Active Democratic Citizenship in Canada
Since citizenship issues are rooted in history, it follows that Canadian history must

occupy an important place in the social studies curriculum. Canada is a regionally

diverse, geographically huge, federally organized parliamentary democracy with

a mixed, though largely capitalist, economy. It is a bilingual, multicultural country

committed to pluralism, human rights, and democracy. Canada is one of the world’s

most successful, peaceful, and democratic countries, though it still has its share

of economic and social injustices and inequities. In short, Canada is a complex

country that requires special qualities in its citizens. These qualities include:

■ knowledge of Canadian history and geography

■ understanding of the distinctive nature of Canadian society, 

the Canadian state, and its institutions

■ the ability to approach public issues critically, rationally, 

and democratically

■ informed involvement in public affairs

■ respect for human rights and democratic ideals and principles

■ commitment to freedom, equality and social justice

■ the ability to work through the conflicts and contradictions 

that can arise among citizens

■ willingness to live with ambiguity and uncertainty

■ civility and tolerance for dissension and disagreement

■ willingness to temper the pursuit of private interests 

with concern for the public good

■ the ability to balance claims of conscience and principle 

against the similar claims of others

■ a sense of shared identity as Canadians, combined with a realization 

that Canadian identity is multi-faceted, open to debate, and not 

exclusive of other identities.

Canadian Citizenship for the Future

Canadians are likely to wrestle with a number of issues:

■ balancing the jurisdictional claims of the provinces and 

the federal government

■ redressing past and present injustices inflicted on Aboriginal Canadians

■ coming to terms with the complexities of Quebec’s place in Canada

■ balancing regional and cultural diversity with national unity

■ protecting Canadian identity and sovereignty

■ assuring access to social services and quality of life for all

■ eliminating inequalities of race, gender, class and ethnicity

■ protecting the environment

■ ensuring the successful functioning of the economy



Citizenship in the Global Context
Canada does not exist in isolation; it is part of a global community. Whatever else

the 21st century might bring, it is clear that the world is becoming increasingly

interconnected and interdependent. Many of the most serious problems facing the

world must be dealt with on a global basis. The nation-state is under increasing

challenge, externally from the forces of globalization, and internally from demands

for more local or regional autonomy. The world of the 21st century is also charac-

terized by severe disparities between rich and poor countries, which, besides giving

rise to dangerous tensions and rivalries, violate basic principles of social justice and

human dignity. War and violence continue to be a common means of settling, or

attempting to settle, internal and international disputes, and, because of develop-

ments in weapons technology, war becomes ever more destructive. In these circum-

stances, Canadian citizens need to think and act globally as well as nationally.

Environmental Citizenship
Underlying both national and global realities, and the responsibilities they

impose on citizens, is the increasing fragility of the natural environment. In the

final analysis, quality of life depends upon the ability of the environment to sus-

tain it. This places a particular responsibility on citizens who, in the 21st century,

must decide how to balance the demands of growth and high living standards

against respect for the environment and the needs of future generations.

m Social Studies

Grade 5—Life in Canada Today

Senior 1—Canada Today—Canadian Studies

Senior 3—Canada—A Social and Political History

Senior 4—World Geography—A Human Perspective

Senior 4—World Issues

Saskatchewan

Grade 7 Social Studies ■ Unit 3—Power

Grade 8 Social Studies—The Individual in Society:
■ Unit One/Culture, ■ Unit Two/Citizenship, 

■ Unit Three/Identity, ■ Unit Four/Interdependence

Grade 10 Social Studies 10: 
■ Social Organizations—Unit 5/International/Political Organizations

Social Studies 11: 
■ Social Issues I ■ Social Issues II ■ Cultural Issues 

■ Political Issues I ■ Political Issues II ■ Legal Issues 

■ Economic Issues ■ Environmental Issues



Grade 11 Social Studies 20: World Issues
■ Global Issues ■ Environment ■ Population 

■ Wealth and Poverty ■ Human Rights ■ World Government

Grade 12 Canadian Studies 39 ■ Unit 5—Social Studies

Alberta/Northwest Territories

Grade 7—People and their Culture
■ Topic A: Culture ■ Topic C: Canada: A Bilingual and Multicultural Country

Grade 9—Economic Growth: Differing Perspectives
■ Topic C: Canada: Responding to Change

Grade 10 
■ Social Studies 10—Topic A: Challenges for Canada, Topic B: Citizenship in Canada

■ Social Studies 20—Topic A: Development and Interaction of Nations, 

Topic B: Interdependence in the Global Environment

■ Social Studies 30—Topic A: Political and Economic Systems, 

Topic B: Global Interactions

Senior High
■ Social Studies 13—Topic A: Challenges for Canada, Topic B: Citizenship in Canada

■ Social Studies 33—Topic A: Political and Economic Systems, 

Topic B: Global Interactions

■ IOP Social Studies 16—Topic A: Being a Citizen, Topic B: You and the Law

■ IOP Social Studies 26—Topic A: You and the Canadian Identity, 

Topic B: Canada and You in the world

British Columbia/Yukon

Grade 6 Social Studies—It is expected that students will:  
■ demonstrate understanding of global citizenship

■ demonstrate awareness of United Nations’ human rights initiatives

Grade 7 Social Studies—It is expected that students will:
■  identify and clarify a problem, issue, or inquiry

■ defend a position on a global issue by considering competing reasons 

from various perspectives

■ design, implement, and assess detailed courses of action 

to address global problems or issues

Grade 11 Social Studies
■ Political Issues II—It is expected that students will describe 

and assess Canada’s participation in world affairs



m Discussion

m Content

m Written Work

m Oral 

Presentation

m Team Work

Did not participate 

or contribute to the

teacher-directed 

discussions

Demonstrated limited

understanding of 

concepts, facts 

and terms

Written report had

many grammatical

errors, is poorly struc-

tured and confusing

Oral report was confusing,

lacked emphasis and

energy with no discus-

sion resulting

1 or 2 members domi-

nated the team, very 

little cooperation

Participated somewhat 

in the teacher-directed 

discussions

Demonstrated some

understanding of 

concepts, facts 

and terms

Written report was 

generally clear but has

numerous grammatical

errors

Oral report was clear

but lacked energy and

emphasis with little 

discussion resulting

Majority of the group

made a contribution

with some recognition

of individual strengths

but cooperation was

superficial

Active participation in

the teacher-directed

discussions

Demonstrated 

considerable under-

standing of concepts,

facts and terms

Written report was 

well-structured and

clear but has a few 

significant  errors

Oral report was clear and

vibrantly presented but

lacked some emphasis

and energy with a good

discussion resulting

Most members made a

significant contribution

with a good level of

cooperation

Made a significant 

contribution to the

teacher-directed 

discussions

Demonstrated 

thorough under

standing of concepts,

facts and terms

Written report 

was very clear,

well-organized 

with few errors

Oral report was clear

and enthusiastically

presented with 

energetic discussion

resulting

All members made a

significant contribution,

individual strengths

were recognized and

used effectively,

excellent cooperation

among group members

ACHIEVEMENT CHART

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4
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