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Phonics Resources to Support Early ReadingPhonics Resources to Support Early Reading
Crabtree Publishing has been bringing educators, quality educational books for over 44 years! Developed by educational 
consultants, phonics books and resources have been the latest offerings to address critical learning on this subject.

With phonics at the center of the elementary Language Arts curriculum, beginning and emergent readers should be able 
to recognize, understand and apply phonics concepts as they learn to read. Applying knowledge of consonant and vowel 
sound and blending syllables in words will prompt students to decode words as they continue to build their reading skills.

Crabtree Little Honey Phonics Books collections have been developed by early learning consultants to engage beginning 
readers and provide support for teachers and caregivers to aid in reading success. With bright and colourful photos 
and illustrations, the books in the Crabtree Little Honey collection reinforce phonics understanding through practice 
and repetition to help students learn to read with confidence.  Learning activities in each book support comprehension, 
reinforce letter-sound connections, and encourage further phonics awareness by asking readers to apply their phonics skills 
in other language arts strands.

New to the Crabtree Little Honey collection, the My Decodable Readers series features entertaining illustrated stories 
to engage beginning readers while supporting them with learning resources and bonus content. These books have fully 
decodable text with high-frequency words, and highlight different sound combinations to support reading success and 
teachers can access free downloadable Teacher Notes for ease of instruction.

Books are available in print and ebook formats as well as Read-Along ebooks, with word-by-word text highlighting and 
engaging narration to help support fluency.

Learn more about this new phonics series in the Crabtree Little Honey Books collection at www.crabtreebooks.ca

Crabtree Publishing is a trusted source for nonfiction and fiction books for grades PreK-9+.

My Phonics Readers: I See My Consonant Teams – Gr PreK-2 | 6 titles

This series helps build foundational reading skills. Simple sentences, decodable words, and engaging questions support young 
readers as they sharpen fluency and phonics skills.

My Decodable Readers – Gr PreK-2 | 10 titles

Also from Crabtree Little Honey - NEW titles in the My Phonics Readers series 
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Available

Funny illustrated stories engage beginning readers while 
supporting them with learning resources and bonus features. 
Fully decodable text features high-frequency words, and 
words with different sounds combined with selected 
consonant letters. Downloadable Teacher Notes available.

Reading Level: Grade 1 
Interest Level: Grades PreK-2

24 pages, 6 x 8”, full colour
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Kia ora 
teachers!
New Zealand’s an awesome 
place to live and teach.

If you’re an elementary, secondary or early childhood 
education teacher thinking about taking your skills 
to another country, we should be top of your list. 

You’ll love it here. The natural environment is 
stunning, the laid-back Kiwi lifestyle is friendly 
and welcoming. If you like surfing, snowboarding, 
climbing, hiking or biking, you’re surrounded by 
opportunities. Even in the middle of our largest city, 
you’re still close to the beach & bush. Love eating? 
This is a foodie’s paradise. Into music, film and 
creativity? Same!

To make it easier for you to get here soon, there’s a 
special grant available of up to $10,000 NZD to help 
with moving expenses.

So, go on. 

COME TO  
NEW ZEALAND  
AND

Scan the 
code to find 
out more
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T he more I read and discover about what we contentedly call 
education, the more I wonder from where the iconoclasts, 
intellectual, and creative rebels of the future will emerge. 

Much mileage has been generated recently out of facts and figures 
that disparage the public education system. We have been told that 
the high school dropout rate is 30%, although we aren’t told that a 
significant portion of those drop back in within five years. We have 
been told that relative to the percentage of Gross Domestic Product 
spent on education, Canada still ranks low on the global academic 
totem pole. We have been told that literacy and numeracy levels are 
deplorable. Depressing phrases all.

Professional educators must be frustrated. Frustrated that they 
can’t do more. Frustrated that their hands may be tied. Frustrated 
that there isn’t more time and resources. Frustrated that everyone 
from parents, kids, politicians to business and industry leaders are 
critical of the educational establishment. Though some criticism is 
undoubtedly justified.

NOTES
From the Margin

This year marks the 30th anniversary of TEACH Magazine. The 
publication first began in 1993 with the goal of providing an 
independent, national magazine on education, and today that is still 
our primary objective. We’ve  accomplished a great deal more than I 
ever imagined when first starting off on this venture, even branching 
into media development through TEACH Media, a subset of TEACH 
that focuses on digital resource production. Our aim, however, 
remains the same: to offer engagement, ideas, tools, and resources to 
you, the professional educator. 

This issue provides a look back at some of our accomplishments 
over the years. It is meant to be a retrospective of our greatest hits, as 
well as a celebration of both where we started and of what lies ahead 
on this fascinating journey. Thank you for being a part of our forum, 
for contributing, and for joining us these past 30 years.

The first retrospective is 
on this column I penned 

30 years ago. Today I find 
myself in disbelief at how 

so much has changed 
since then, yet how 

many things remain the 
same. Educators are still 
frustrated. Governments 

continue to under 
invest in education. 

Reading and literacy still 
remain top concerns, 

as evidenced by the 
many articles that are 

continually contributed 
to TEACH on these topics.

Although Canada still 
ranks on the lower end 
for GDP spend, it now 
ranks very high for 
quality of education.

Originally published in TEACH Magazine, February/March 1993 Issue
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We urge you to vent your frustration and your energy in a constructive 
way. Welcome to TEACH Magazine, your open forum for discussion and 
an exchange for ideas. When we say “your” forum, that is exactly what we 
mean—for you, the professional educator.

Our aim is to provide you with useful information and insight into some 
of the things taking place in the K to 12 world across the country and even, 
internationally. It is a daunting task. To tackle it, we need to hear from you.

What are your interests, concerns, and passions? Do they include large 
issues like standardized testing or destreaming? Are you interested in 
specific financial advice, travel destinations, teaching tips, a special book, 
software products, or the latest developments in cooperative learning? 
Any or all of those are possibilities here.

We’ve taken a fairly well-informed stab at devising topics that will 
involve you in these pages. In addition to the bright mix of columns and 
articles, we encourage you to have fun with the CURRICULA section—an 
eight-page reproducible called the “Design Your Own School Project.” The 
next issue of CURRICULA covers the topic of Media Literacy in a project 
formed around the theme of “Heroism.” Look also for two other sections 
of the magazine, The Exchange and Up & Comers.

I began by wondering about our future iconoclasts but certainly there 
are those, likely the majority, who have the right to attain skill levels high 
enough to acquire a decent job and entertain a reasonable lifestyle. Is their 
future in jeopardy too? Without a hint of irony I can say there is much 
controversy and disparity inherent in the field of education.

However, looking at all the positive initiatives we’ve come across 
that are on the go, seeing the potential power of integrating existing 
technologies and information providers, listening to the debates and 
discussions, makes us realize that no matter what, education is a process 
that arouses passionate interests. Some may say that the future of our 
country and the democratic institution rises or falls on the effectiveness 
of education. But it strikes me too, that those involved with education 
form a community whose goals and aspirations are aimed toward the 
betterment—physical, intellectual, and spiritual—of children.

Our aim is to provide you with appealing articles, columns, departments, 
and exercises that reflect and stimulate your interests, needs, and desires. 
We invite you to participate in what we feel is a noble quest.

WILI LIBERMAN
PUBLISHER

While it’s certainly not 
surprising how far 

EdTech has evolved 
and how it has become 
more integrated in our 

lives, now it is time 
for the focus to shift to 

ensuring device equity 
and affordability for 

all students.

We created 
the Classroom 
Perspectives column 
for this reason 
and continue to be 
inspired by the many 
stories that you share 
with us.

Despite the 
unfortunate lack 
of mental health 
supports for kids 
in schools, and for 
society in general, 
we’re encouraged 
by the increasing 
number of 
conversations around 
mental health—both 
within and outside of 
the classroom.
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Many parents are friendly, supportive, and eager 
to work with teachers to make sure their 
children get the best possible education. But 

some parents seem to have a problem with teachers. They 
don’t display much in the way of respect, and the reasons 
often have nothing to do with the teacher involved. So, 
given that this seems to be happening more frequently, 
what are the causes of this lack of respect for teachers, 
and where is this headed?

Some of the older answers have to do with the 
perceived status of teachers, and one in particular is 
actually due to teachers’ success in doing their jobs. A 
century ago, teachers were almost certainly among the 
most educated members of their communities. This 
meant that they were, to some extent, looked up to because 
of their learning (although they were also looked down 
upon because they didn’t do “honest work”). Today, the 
education levels of teachers are perceived to be much the 
same as most of the community, in large part because so 
many members of society have finished high school, and 
even gone beyond. Accordingly, teachers are no longer 
looked up to because of their education. They are, however, 
still looked down upon, to some extent, because they don’t 
work nine-to-five, and they have all of those holidays.

 Why Parents Don’t  
    Respect Teachers

By Richard Worzel

Notes from the Margin

This article remains as fresh today as when 
it was first published in 2008. Its popularity 
isn’t a mystery; many teachers are still facing 
the same obstacles with parents that Richard 
Worzel discusses here. He states his views in 
an unflinching manner, laying out an extensive 
list of reasons why parents tend not to respect 
teachers. He also warns of the long-term societal 
consequences if attitudes and actions don’t change. 

Ironically, because of COVID, many parents 
supplanted teachers due to the lockdowns and 
hybrid learning that took place. In doing so, 
parents received firsthand experience on the role of 
teachers and the challenges they face in educating 
our children. Let’s hope that one of the lessons 
learned is empathy for teachers and the important 
work they do.

Education underpins everything, and those 
who teach our children play one of the most 
important roles in society. If they are not allowed 
to do so in an engaging way, we all suffer. Richard 
Worzel’s commentary highlights why teachers are 
deserving of respect from everyone.

–Wili Liberman, Publisher

Originally published in TEACH Magazine,  
May/June 2008 Issue

Opinion:Opinion:
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Which leads to the next reason—parents do not truly 
understand what teachers do in the classroom. Everyone 
has been to school, and therefore everyone assumes they 
understand what goes on there, and it doesn’t seem that 
hard. You show up five days a week for six hours a day, 
talk for a while, and go home early. Never mind being 
able to get through to kids, never mind developing lesson 
plans and marking papers, never mind the difficulties of 
understanding how your students’ minds work, never 
mind the theory and (difficult) practice of pedagogy, and 
particularly never mind the rising administrative and 
safety hassles. It looks, from the outside, as if teachers have 
a cushy gig. Of course, if most parents were to try teaching 
for a couple of weeks, their perspectives might change—
but the chances of that happening are pretty slim.

Politics can also be a reason why teachers receive less 
respect. Before the boomers, education was a political 
backwater. School board trustees were elected, it’s true, 
but few people knew anything about them, and fewer 
cared. Politicians at more senior levels of government 
had little interest in education, and little reason to 
pay attention to it. Once the boomers had kids in the 
system, all of that changed. Anything that’s important 
to the boomers (born roughly between 1947 and 1967) 

becomes important to politicians who 
want to be elected, so politicians at the 
federal and especially the provincial level 

discovered education as a hot-button issue. 
Unfortunately, this attention did not prove to 

be benign. When a premier announces that he 
wants to be known as the “education premier,” 

it becomes incumbent upon him to make sure the 
province is very much involved in education. This has 
led to curricula and even daily lessons being dictated by 
bureaucrats in provincial ministries and as a result, the 
unique needs of the students has been disregarded. Most 
of these bureaucrats are long on ideas and theory, but very 
short on actual experience. Too frequently they follow the 
foolish direction of ignorant people.

Worse, when things are perceived to be wrong with the 
education system, scapegoats have to be found to deflect 
the blame from the elected officials who were so eager to 
grab the reins. Unfortunately, teachers make a convenient 
target. Again, never mind that the teachers are doing what 
the ministries of education are directing them to do. It’s 
an easy political move to paint teachers as lazy, and, by 
inference, at fault for the perceived ills of the education 
system. And a number of premiers of all political stripes 
have done just that, often deliberately picking fights with 
teachers to score political points, and to show how tough 
they are.

Next, parents and their attitudes have changed. If you got 
into trouble in class when I went to school, not only were 
you disciplined by the teacher (or worse, the principal), you 
got it double at home. That’s not always true today. Now 
many parents start with the assumption that their little 
darlings must be right, and therefore the teacher must be 
wrong. So they attack the teacher who had the temerity to 
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discipline, or even give a poor grade to little 
Suzy or Johnny.

The reasons for this are surprisingly complex. 
First, parents are pushed for time. Often both parents 
are working, or a single parent is trying to cope (typically) 
on her own, and parents sometimes have to work two jobs 
or more to make ends meet. The result is that parents are 
often tired, frayed around the edges, with lots of repressed 
anger, and they don’t have the patience to take a deeper 
look at what’s going on with their kids. Indeed, part of 
their overreaction may be due to guilt. Since they don’t 
spend enough time with or on their kids, they make up for 
it by trying to be good guys. This may mean allowing the 
kid to make the teacher the bad guy.

As well, some kids are ornaments for their parents’ 
egos. Children are sometimes seen as another possession, 
like the flashy car, or the fancy clothes, or the upscale 
cellphone. And you certainly wouldn’t allow someone to 
trash your car or your cellphone. How much worse then 
that a teacher would dare to diss your child, who is after 
all a manifestation of your very being, and a showcase 
for the superiority of your genes? In many ways, I feel 
bad for the kids of such parents who have to behave like 
good little ornaments. Or rather, I’d feel bad for them if 
they weren’t, typically, such pains-in-the-neck, because 
the same lack of time and ego manifestation also causes 
parents to fail in their duty to discipline kids.

Another issue is the fact that the parents are often 
spoiled children themselves, used to having their own 
way and not understanding why the world won’t just 
organize itself for their convenience. These people 
are rude, demanding, hostile to service people, and 
unfortunately, they view teachers as servants whose 
primary responsibility is to act as a nanny, and, oh yes, 
also teach something along the way. These parents will 
often blame teachers for the children’s lack of manners or 
discipline, completely ignoring the fact that this is their 

responsibility, not the teacher’s. The result, 
of course, is that the children of such parents 
wind up being the spoiled children of spoiled 

children—a bad combination.
And the system works against teachers. 

Two generations ago, discipline could mean 
some form of humiliation such as, “Go stand 

in the corner,” a smack on the hand with a ruler, or 
even being sent to the principal for the strap. Today, 

all of these are considered Dark Age remedies, 
and teachers are almost powerless in matters of 
discipline. Worse, they often fear repercussions 

of even a mild rebuke. Since such repercussions 
can be anything from a verbal confrontation with an irate 
parent, to physical assault from either the parent or the 
student, threats of a lawsuit, charges of assault, or worse, 
sexual assault, the risks are high and the payoff is minimal. 
This means that the motivation for teachers to discipline at 
all approaches zero. And, perversely, this lack of desire to 
discipline counts against teachers, for they are perceived as 
being weak, irresolute, and shirking their jobs.

How will all of this play out in future? Not well, I fear. 
First, as successive generations start families later and 
later, the ability of women in their 30s or even 40s to get 
pregnant for the first time will decline. The result will be 
fewer and fewer children, who will be seen as even more 
precious, and will develop the kind of “Little Emperor” 
syndrome that has been discussed regarding the  “lonely 
only” children in China. This will exacerbate all of the 
problems above.

Next, as competition increases for jobs and 
economic survival, and education is seen as a 
requirement and not an achievement, the value 
placed on education will decline in the eyes of 
the public, particularly below the college 
or university level. And I would not expect 
people, in this more competitive environment, 
to become more patient and spend more time 
understanding issues at school. Tomorrow’s 
parents are more likely to have less patience, be 
more frazzled, and less interested in their child’s 
issues—making them even worse as parents.

All of which sounds terribly dreary—and it is. 
But I will offer two thoughts in counterpoint.
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 The first is that schools and teachers should become 
proactive in describing the responsibilities of all parties, 
including (especially) the parents. They should have a 
clear set of guidelines about what constitutes acceptable 
behavior, what are the disciplinary consequences for 
unacceptable behavior, and describe the process parents 
must follow if they want to appeal a disciplinary decision. 
I would also make it mandatory for parents to sign an 
acknowledgement of these issues and invite them, through 
the PTA, to discuss and offer amendments to the process. 
This won’t solve the problems, but it may offer a means of 
defending a school and its teachers against parents who 
only want to complain and attack, especially if the school 
board is involved in the process.

The second counterpoint is as old as teaching itself. The 
work that teachers do is critical to the success of society, 
whether or not parents understand or acknowledge it. 
Teachers should enjoy as much satisfaction as they can 
from the accomplishments of the students they do reach 
because it is highly unlikely that society or a given 
set of parents will ever take the time to show 
appreciation.

So, on behalf of all the ill-mannered parents who don’t 
know any better or don’t bother to take the time, allow 
me to say what they should, but probably won’t: Thank 
you, for all you do. As one of my peers said to my favourite 
teacher, “You make your living by teaching, but your 
profession is humanity.”

RICHARD WORZEL is Canada’s leading futurist. He 
volunteers his time to speak to high school students for 
free, when his schedule permits.
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Originally published in 
TEACH Magazine,  
July/August 2015 Issue

By Anita Townsend

How to Manage a
Digital Classroom
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Notes from the Margin

This article represents one of the most 
widely read pieces we’ve ever published. 
What do I think are the reasons for its 
popularity? When it was first published in 
the early 2010s, there were plenty of new 
and emerging educational technologies, 
but not many teachers were well-versed in 
managing a digital classroom. And despite 
the fancy features of these technologies, 
it was clear that strategies for classroom 
implementation were missing. This is 
something that the article’s author, Anita 
Townsend, wanted to address with an easy-
to-understand list of tips. Today, as EdTech 
becomes more and more sophisticated, the 
management of it also grows in complexity. 
Hence why this article is likely a perennial 
favourite, as educators continue to look for 
pragmatic and sensible advice.

–Lisa Tran, Managing Editor

In a traditional model of teaching, the teacher is the source of 
knowledge. Learning is based on one-dimensional materials 
that are directly connected to curriculum content and skills. 

Today’s resources, however, are digital, interactive, and visually 
rich; a stark contrast to rather lengthy text description of topics 
and themes. Students are now at the centre of their learning and 
use today’s technology and resources in ways very different from 
traditional learning materials. They access multiple sources, 
customize material to suit their needs, mix various media to 
create new learning, and then share it with unlimited peers 
through their social networking sites.

And as we transition from traditional teaching and learning 
approaches to digital and interactive ones, we need to carefully 
plan and prepare the learning environment. As good teachers 
have done for decades, good planning provides learning 
environments that enable students to successfully optimize 
their potential for success. Having a management plan is 
essential when using digital learning tools. This plan should 
cover components such as classroom organization, instructional 
strategies, technology availability, and time. The following are 
some suggestions on planning your digital classroom.

CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT

	 All of your students do not need access to devices all the 
time. Plan and be specific about what you want the students 
to use the technology for. What learning goals does the 
technology support? What is the best technology for specific 
learning tasks?

	 When you have a limited number of computers or devices 
available for group activities and students have to share, 
consider assigning specific roles to group members. If 
everyone has a specific job to do it is much easier for students 
to focus on the learning goal.

	 Arrange classroom seating so that it is easy for you to move 
around the room and get to students quickly.

	 Actively monitor student use of the technology. Walk around 
the classroom; be aware of which websites or apps students 
are accessing and how they are working together.
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	 Provide students with clear guidelines on school policies 
and procedures for working with technology in the 
classroom. Every school should have an Acceptable User 
Policy on what constitutes proper behaviour when using 
technology. It is important to establish norms for student 
behaviour in your classroom within the context of the 
project. Have students participate in the development of 
the acceptable use and etiquette guidelines in your class.

	 Establish at the beginning of the unit how and where 
you want students to organize their data related to the 
project, such as naming, storing, and sharing files.

	 Establish a backup plan for those days when the 
technology or the Internet connection is not available.

	 Ensure the websites, learning platforms, and apps that 
you recommend to students are secure. Review which 
websites your students are recommending to each other.

	 Provide students with a rubric or organizer that clearly 
defines project expectations and also provides direct 
communication with parents about the project.

	 Post anchor charts that provide technology tips or 
software instructions, or put them in a binder near the 
computers. An evolving list of tips can be generated by 
the students as they work through the unit.

INSTRUCTIONAL APPROACHES

	 Review the learning material provided from manuals 
or teacher’s guides, and map the curriculum to several 
disciplines, including as many expectations as possible 
to cover and evaluate in the teaching of the unit.

	 The content and the lesson plans are a comprehensive 
resource, which should enable you to cover a selection 
of expectations from two or more curriculum areas.

	 Use the material to design and implement student 
learning that extends the curriculum content where and 
when possible.

	 Students are motivated and benefit from working 
collaboratively with their peers in a team or pairs. This 
type of learning requires new skills in cooperative work. 
Students need to learn how to get along, share, and learn 
from each other. Forming teams needs planning. It may 
be necessary for teachers to consider computer skills 
and the specific assignment when pairing students.

	 Digital learning materials are most effective when 
integrated into the typical instructional day as opposed 
to being used just during scheduled lab times.

	 As with any other educational resource, the use of the 
material should be mediated by teachers. Teachers’ 
responsibilities are not relinquished; instead, the teacher 
becomes a coach and mentor, using the majority of 
teaching time to provide instruction rather than large 
group lessons.
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	 Make connections with the content in the online unit 
to information from other websites or apps that are 
relevant and timely.

	 Provide specific and descriptive feedback to students as 
they progress through the online material, just as you 
would with traditional material. Integrate assessment 
tasks, which provide for formative and summative 
assessments of the tasks in the unit.

	 Using interactive online materials will enable learning 
to become much more student-centred. Leave room in 
your planning for student inquiry and creativity.

	 Facilitate and encourage students’ use of primary 
resources by using online polling, interviews, and 
accessing photo galleries.

	 Take full advantage of student expertise. Students often 
know more than teachers do about a technology, and 
teaching someone else what they know is a great way 
to reinforce their own learning and foster a supportive 
classroom community.

	 Even though students will do much of their work 
independently or in groups, they will still need to learn 
the skills necessary to follow schedules and maintain 
deadlines.

	 Provide opportunities for students to connect with 
other students and to connect with experts around the 
world and then collaborate.

Just as students today share their expertise and knowledge 
readily with each other online, it is beneficial for teachers 
to form online support groups as well as the traditional 
face-to-face connections. Expanding your learning about 
technology integration can be done any time, anywhere, by 
joining an online educator community. Gone are the days 
when the only place to learn new teaching approaches was 
a workshop presented to a room full of people.

Different sources of technology will provide different 
types of access and various levels of uniformity. Good 
teachers never relied on one teaching resource or one 
teaching method. Likewise today’s teachers will never use 
a single technology in a single way.

ANITA TOWNSEND is an Educational Consultant 
and Former Principal at SCDSB.
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“…the combination of historical content 
and first-person accounts make this a 
hugely accessible work for high school 
students in Canadian history and human 
rights courses.”

— CM: Canadian Review of Materials

“The visuals are spectacular and will surely 
be a drawing card for students.” 

— Resource Links
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“Righting Canada’s Wrongs  series 
should be essential teaching in Canadian 
classrooms at all grades.” 

— CM: Canadian Review of Materials
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Enable students to learn about systemic racism and discrimination! Explore how 
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IN 1857, BRITAIN DECLARED THAT ALL PEOPLE FROM 
India were British citizens and could live anywhere in the 
Commonwealth, but Canada didn’t want them. �ousands came 
anyway to seek a better life. �ey worked hard but were denied 
many basic rights. In 1908, Canada passed a law that e�ectively 
stopped immigration from India. Six years later, Gurdit Singh, 
a Sikh businessman, chartered the Komagata Maru and sailed to 
Vancouver from Hong Kong with over 350 fellow Indians. �ey 
were refused landing and were held up in port for two months, with 
scarce food and water. Activist Indo-Canadians who were already 
resident in Canada joined together to �ght for the passengers’ rights. 
In the end, the courts upheld the government’s racist policy and 
forced the ship to leave under an armed escort. When they arrived 
back in India, violence broke out and several passengers were killed. 

Over the years, the Canadian government gradually changed its
immigration policies, �rst allowing entry to the wives and children
of Indian immigrants, and later opening the doors to many more
immigrants from India.

Descendants of Komagata Maru passengers and many others
have sought redress for their exclusion. In 2008 the B.C. legislature
apologized, as did the prime minister on behalf of the government
of Canada.

PAMELA HICKMAN is the author of over 35 non-�ction books for 
children, including winners of the Green Prize for Sustainable Literature, 
the Best Book Award from the Society of School Librarians International, 
and the Canadian Authors Association Lilla Sterling Memorial Award. She 
lives in Canning, Nova Scotia.  

and Canada’s Anti-Indian Immigration Policies 
in the Twentieth Century

$34.95

ISBN-10: 1-4594-0437-8
ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-0437-3

IN 1857, BRITAIN DECLARED THAT ALL PEOPLE FROM 
India were British citizens and could live anywhere in the 
Commonwealth, but Canada didn’t want them. � ousands came 
anyway to seek a better life. � ey worked hard but were denied 
many basic rights. In 1908, Canada passed a law that e� ectively 
stopped immigration from India. Six years later, Gurdit Singh, 
a Sikh businessman, chartered the 
Vancouver from Hong Kong with over 350 fellow Indians. � ey 
were refused landing and were held up in port for two months, with 
scarce food and water. Activist Indo-Canadians who were already 
resident in Canada joined together to � ght for the passengers’ rights. 
In the end, the courts upheld the government’s racist policy and 
forced the ship to leave under an armed escort. When they arrived 
back in India, violence broke out and several passengers were killed. 

Look for this symbol throughout the book for links to 
video clips available on the website Komagata 
Maru: Continuing the journey, at 
www.komagatamarujourney.ca
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OVER MORE THAN 100 YEARS, THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT
took 150,000 First Nations, Métis, and Inuit children from their 
families and placed them in residential schools. In these schools, young 
people were assigned a number, forced to wear European-style clothes, 
forbidden to speak their own language, required to work, and often 
subjected to physical and psychological abuse. If they tried to leave the 
schools to return to their families, they were captured by the RCMP 
and forced back. Run by churches, the schools were paid for by the 
federal government. The last residential school closed in 1996. 

It took decades for people to speak out in public about the 
devastating impact of residential schools. School Survivors eventually 
came together and launched court actions against the federal 
government and the churches. In 2008 the Canadian government 
apologized for the historic wrongs committed by the residential school 
system. The Survivors’ lawsuits led to the Indian Residential Schools 
Settlement Agreement, the largest class-action settlement in Canadian 
history, and the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. The Commission spent six years gathering testimony and 
discovering the facts about residential schools. 

This book includes the text of the government’s apology and summarizes
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s ninety-four Calls to Action,
which offer the basis for a new relationship between the Canadian
government, Indigenous peoples, and non-Indigenous Canadians.

WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout the book for 
links to video clips and other online resources.

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series

MELANIE FLORENCE is the author of the SideStreets novel One Night
and the Recordbooks title Jordin Tootoo: The highs and lows in the journey 
of the first Inuk to play in the NHL, which was chosen as an Honor Book by 
the American Indian Library Association. She is of Plains Cree and Scottish 
descent. She lives in Toronto, Ontario.

As indicated by its name, this series
is hopeful. It is not about opening old
wounds; it’s about remembering the past,
understanding it and moving forward.

— Nikkei Voice
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$34.95

ISBN10: 1-4594-1675-9
ISBN13: 978-1-4594-1675-8

Residential Schools
The Devastating Impact on Canada’s Indigenous Peoples and the 

Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Findings and Calls for Action 
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PAMELA HICKMAN is the author of over 35 non-�ction books for children,
including winners of the Green Prize for Sustainable Literature, the Best Book
Award from the Society of School Librarians International, and the Canadian
Authors Association Lilla Sterling Memorial Award. She lives in Canning,
Nova Scotia.

JEAN SMITH CAVALLUZZO is a Toronto writer interested in social justice 
issues. Her articles have appeared in Chatelaine, the Toronto Star, Eye-talian 
Magazine, and the Globe & Mail. She was a columnist for Catholic New 
Times. Jean has a BA in sociology, a BSW, and a diploma in journalism. She 
lives in Toronto.

ITALIANS CAME TO CANADA to seek a better life. From the
1870s to the 1920s they arrived in large numbers and found work
mainly in mining, railway building, forestry, construction, and farming.
As time passed, many set up successful small businesses, often in Little
Italy districts within larger cities. Many struggled with the language and
culture in Canada, but their children became part of the Canadian mix.

When Canada declared war on Italy on June 10, 1940, the 
government used the War Measures Act to label all Italian citizens 
over the age of eighteen as enemy aliens. �ose who had received 
Canadian citizenship after 1922 were also deemed enemy aliens. 

Immediately, the RCMP began making arrests. Men, young and 
old, and a few women were taken from their homes, o�ces, or social 
clubs without warning. In all, about 600 were sent to internment 
camps. None of them were ever charged with anything. Eventually 
they were all released, but the e�ects of the internment lived on for 
decades. It wasn’t until 2021 that the Canadian government formally 
apologized to Italian Canadians for the internment.

�rough historical photographs, documents, and �rst-person 
narratives from Italian Canadians who experienced the internment or 
who were children of internees, this book o�ers a full account of this 
largely unknown episode in Canadian history.

in the Second World War

$34.95

ISBN-10: 1-4594-1662-7ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1662-8

WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout the book for links 
to video clips available on the website Italian Canadians 
as Enemy Aliens: Memories of World War II, 
at www.italiancanadianww2.ca
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PAMELA HICKMAN is the author of over 35 non-�ction books for children,
including winners of the Green Prize for Sustainable Literature, the Best Book
Award from the Society of School Librarians International, and the Canadian
Authors Association Lilla Sterling Memorial Award. She lives in Canning,
Nova Scotia.

JEAN SMITH CAVALLUZZO is a Toronto writer interested in social justice 
issues. Her articles have appeared in Chatelaine, the Toronto Star, Eye-talian 
Magazine, and the Globe & Mail. She was a columnist for Catholic New 
Times. Jean has a BA in sociology, a BSW, and a diploma in journalism. She 
lives in Toronto.

ITALIANS CAME TO CANADA to seek a better life. From the
1870s to the 1920s they arrived in large numbers and found work
mainly in mining, railway building, forestry, construction, and farming.
As time passed, many set up successful small businesses, often in Little
Italy districts within larger cities. Many struggled with the language and
culture in Canada, but their children became part of the Canadian mix.

When Canada declared war on Italy on June 10, 1940, the 
government used the War Measures Act to label all Italian citizens 
over the age of eighteen as enemy aliens. �ose who had received 
Canadian citizenship after 1922 were also deemed enemy aliens. 

Immediately, the RCMP began making arrests. Men, young and 
old, and a few women were taken from their homes, o�ces, or social 
clubs without warning. In all, about 600 were sent to internment 
camps. None of them were ever charged with anything. Eventually 
they were all released, but the e�ects of the internment lived on for 
decades. Prime Minister Brian Mulroney later issued an apology to 
Italian Canadians for the internment and admitted that it was wrong. 

�rough historical photographs, documents, and �rst-person 
narratives from Italian Canadians who experienced the internment or 
who were children of internees, this book o�ers a full account of this 
largely unknown episode in Canadian history.

in the Second World War

$34.95

ISBN-10: 1-4594-0095-X
ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-0095-5

WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout the book for links 
to video clips available on the website Italian Canadians 
as Enemy Aliens: Memories of World War II, 
at www.italiancanadianww2.ca
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PAMELA HICKMAN is the author of over 35 non-�ction books for children,
including winners of the Green Prize for Sustainable Literature, the Best Book
Award from the Society of School Librarians International, and the Canadian
Authors Association Lilla Sterling Memorial Award. She lives in Canning, NS.

MASAKO FUKAWA lived in Steveston, BC until the forced evacuation in
1942. Masako has worked as a teacher and principal. Her recent book, Spirit of
the Nikkei Fleet, won the 2010 Canada-Japan Literary Award and was runner-up
for the 2010 Bill Duthie Booksellers’ Choice Award. She lives in Burnaby, BC.

$34.95

ISBN-10: 1-55277-853-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-55277-853-1

WHEN JAPAN ATTACKED Pearl Harbor in 1941, there were over 20,000 
Japanese Canadians living in British Columbia. From the �rst arrivals in the 
late nineteenth century, they had taken up work in the province, established 
families and communities, and had become part of Canadian society, despite 
frequently being faced with racism and prejudice in its many forms.

But with war came wartime hysteria. After Pearl Harbor, Japanese 
Canadian residents of BC were rounded up and forced to move to 
internment camps with inadequate housing, water, and food. �eir homes 
and properties were seized. Men and older boys were sent to road camps, 
while some families ended up on farms where they were essentially used as 
slave labour. Eventually, after years of pressure, the Canadian government 
admitted that the internment was wrong and apologized for it.

�rough historical photographs, documents, and �rst-person narratives 
from �ve Japanese Canadians who were youths when they endured the 
experience, this book provides a full account of an important and shocking 
episode in Canadian history.

in the Second World War

ALSO IN THE SERIES

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series
and download a free Teacher Resource Guide

As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is not 
about opening old wounds; it’s about remembering the 
past, understanding it and moving forward. 

— Nikkei Voice
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WHEN THE FIRST WAVE OF CHINESE IMMIGRANTS 
landed in 1858 on the western shores of a land that came to be
known as Canada, they expected to find riches in Gold Mountain.
Instead, they faced the daily realities of racism at its worst. Once the
Canadian Pacific Railway was completed in 1885, the demand for
cheap labour collapsed, and immigration policies became harsher in
response. Successively punitive head taxes of $50, $100, and $500
were set to limit further immigration.

Starting in 1923, the Chinese Immigration Act halted immigration
until 1947. Over one hundred laws, regulations, and policies were
also implemented to restrict where the Chinese could live, work,
study, and spend their meagre spare time.

Without the right to vote, Chinese Canadians had no voice and
endured a life of segregation and discrimination in Chinatowns across
the country. Although most of the Chinese men were married, their
wives and family members were unable to come to Canada and had
to remain in China.

After the Second World War, a head tax campaign waged for
twenty-three years to seek an apology and redress for the injustices of
the past. Finally, in 2006 the government of Canada issued an official
apology. Despite adverse discrimination, the Chinese in Canada
persevered and established themselves in all walks of Canadian life.

ARLENE CHAN, a third-generation Chinese Canadian, is a retired
librarian and author of non-fiction works for children, young adults, and
adults on Chinese festivals and the Chinese in Canada. She lives in Toronto.

and Anti-Chinese Immigration Policies 
in the Twentieth Century

$34.95
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WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout 
the book for links to video and 
audio clips available online.

“As indicated by its name, this series 
is hopeful. It is not about opening old 
wounds; it’s about remembering the 
past, understanding it and moving 
forward.”

— Nikkei Voice

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series

THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to the
exploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of the
Canadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght for
acknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution of
subsequent governments.

In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engage
your students while they learn about some of the important events in
Canada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. You
will �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minorities
and how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students will
learn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play in
Canadian society.

SPECIAL FEATURES:
• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson
• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series
• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying
•  Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on each

lesson are included
• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and add

another dimension to student learning
• A special guide to teaching about racism is included

By building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-
inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behind
each of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become more
tolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.

Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with
�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.

Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,
and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.

WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout the book for 
links to video clips available on The Critical 
Thinking Consortium website at 
www.tinyurl.com/take2video (go to Video 
Resources tab halfway down the page).

James Lorimer & Company Ltd., Publishers
www.lorimer.ca

ISBN-10: 1-4594-1665-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1665-9

$24.95

INCLUDES:

RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS 
Resource Guide

THE CRITICAL THINKING CONSORTIUM 
Lindsay Gibson, Ilan Danjoux, and Roland Case

GLORIA ANN WESLEY
Africville

James Lorimer & Company Ltd., Publisherswww.lorimer.ca

THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basinon the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, aschool and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of cultureand tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudesprevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents ofAfricville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as runningwater, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifaxdecided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use theland for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to otherparts of the city.In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of thecommunity and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologizedfor the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. Areplica of the community’s church was built on the site. But formerresidents and their descendents were refused individual compensationbeyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition providesupdates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-personnarratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how theCity destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how thespirit of the community lives on.GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writerand a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosenfor One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Glorialives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1651-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1651-2
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As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is notabout opening old wounds; it’s about remembering thepast, understanding it and moving forward. — Nikkei Voice “As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is not about opening old wounds; it’s about remembering the past, understanding it and moving forward. Look for this symbol throughout the book for links to video clips available on the website.
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 An African Nova Scotian CommunityIs Demolished –– and Fights BackALSO IN THE SERIES

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times andhave had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of thoseplaces for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves ofJewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian citiesand smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrantsor their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society becameincreasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition forjobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada andwas fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Overnine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that wouldtake them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cubangovernment refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry intothe United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government foradmittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned toEurope where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semiticpolicies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewishimmigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riotsand demonstrations.Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long andhard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semiticpolicies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors ofthe MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewishpopulation for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteenbooks for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) andthe Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made aDi�erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book forOlder Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker atschools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1566-3ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1566-9
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In 1939, Canada refused to accept a ship of Jewish refugeesand sent them back to Europe where many later died.Look for this symbol throughout the book forlinks to video clips available on the website.

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series
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Canada’s Anti-Semitic Policies in the Twentieth CenturyAnti-Semitism and theMS St. Louis
Canada’s Anti-Semitic Policies in the Twentieth CenturyPDF download also available at
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Before 1969, gay relationships were illegal in Canada. Homophobia —
the fear of, hatred for, and discrimination against LGBTQ2+ people
— was supported by government policy, and was a constant presence in
Canadian society. �is led to bullying and sometimes deadly violence
against queer people. LGBTQ2+ people were openly discriminated
against and could be jailed if they weren’t able to hide their orientation
their entire lives.

Beginning the 1950s, government agencies began to investigate and
blackmail thousands of people who were suspected of being queer in
an attempt to get them out of the military, RCMP and civil service.
By the 1990s, 9,000 people had been o�cially investigated, and
many LGBTQ2+ employees chose to quit their jobs to avoid being
investigated and outed. �ose who were “proven” to be gay were �red
and some committed suicide. �is systematic e�ort became known as
the LGBT Purge.

Over the same period lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer, transgender, 
Two Spirit and other Canadians persecuted for their sexuality and 
gender identity formed movements to protest and demand equality. 
When the Charter of Rights and Freedoms became law in 1982, protests 
grew as LGBTQ2+ Canadians demanded their own Charter rights. 
More protestors led to more public support, and governments slowly 
began to introduce measures that would end legal discrimination of 
LGBTQ2+ people.

Victims of the LGBT Purge launched a lawsuit against the 
Canadian government in the 1990s. In 2017, the federal government 
�nally made a formal apology for the Purge and its injustices.

KEN SETTERINGTON is the author of Mom and Mum are Getting 
Married and Branded by the Pink Triangle, winner of the Canadian 
Jewish Book Award for Holocaust Literature and a Stonewall Honor 
from the American Library Association. He is the former Children 
and Youth Advocate for the Toronto Public Library. He received the 
Meritorious Service Medal from the Governor General of Canada in 
2017 for his work bringing children and literature together. Ken lives 
with his partner in Toronto. $34.95
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THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to theexploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of theCanadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght foracknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution ofsubsequent governments.In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engageyour students while they learn about some of the important events inCanada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. Youwill �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minoritiesand how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students willlearn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play inCanadian society.SPECIAL FEATURES:• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying•  Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on eachlesson are included• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and addanother dimension to student learning• A special guide to teaching about racism is includedBy building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behindeach of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become moretolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basinon the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, aschool and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of cultureand tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudesprevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents ofAfricville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as runningwater, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifaxdecided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use theland for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to otherparts of the city.In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of thecommunity and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologizedfor the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. Areplica of the community’s church was built on the site. But formerresidents and their descendents were refused individual compensationbeyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition providesupdates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-personnarratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how theCity destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how thespirit of the community lives on.GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writerand a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry,and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Glorialives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1651-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1651-2
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times andhave had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of thoseplaces for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves ofJewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian citiesand smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrantsor their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society becameincreasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition forjobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada andwas fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Overnine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that wouldtake them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cubangovernment refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry intothe United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government foradmittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned toEurope where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semiticpolicies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewishimmigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riotsand demonstrations.Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long andhard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semiticpolicies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors ofthe MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewishpopulation for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteenbooks for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) andthe Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made aDi� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book forOlder Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker atschools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1566-3ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1566-9
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late
1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basin
on the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, a
school and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.
�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of culture
and tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudes
prevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents of
Africville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as running
water, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.

In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifax
decided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use the
land for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,
but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to other
parts of the city.

In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of the
community and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologized
for the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. A
replica of the community’s church was built on the site. But former
residents and their descendents were refused individual compensation
beyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition provides
updates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.

�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-person
narratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how the
City destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how the
spirit of the community lives on.

GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writer 
and a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, 
and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen 
for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria 
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times and
have had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of those
places for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves of
Jewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian cities
and smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.

But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrants
or their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society became
increasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition for
jobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada and
was fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.

By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Over
nine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that would
take them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cuban
government refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry into
the United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government for
admittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned to
Europe where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.

“�e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semitic
policies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewish
immigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riots
and demonstrations.

Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long and
hard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semitic
policies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors of
the MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewish
population for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.

RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteen
books for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,
including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,
the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) and
the Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made a
Di� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book for
Older Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker at
schools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95
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Before 1969, gay relationships were illegal in Canada. Homophobia —
the fear of, hatred for, and discrimination against LGBTQ2+ people
— was supported by government policy, and was a constant presence in
Canadian society. �is led to bullying and sometimes deadly violence
against queer people. LGBTQ2+ people were openly discriminated
against and could be jailed if they weren’t able to hide their orientation
their entire lives.

Beginning the 1950s, government agencies began to investigate and
blackmail thousands of people who were suspected of being queer in
an attempt to get them out of the military, RCMP and civil service.
By the 1990s, 9,000 people had been o�cially investigated, and
many LGBTQ2+ employees chose to quit their jobs to avoid being
investigated and outed. �ose who were “proven” to be gay were �red
and some committed suicide. �is systematic e�ort became known as
the LGBT Purge.

Over the same period lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer, transgender, 
Two Spirit and other Canadians persecuted for their sexuality and 
gender identity formed movements to protest and demand equality. 
When the Charter of Rights and Freedoms became law in 1982, protests 
grew as LGBTQ2+ Canadians demanded their own Charter rights. 
More protestors led to more public support, and governments slowly 
began to introduce measures that would end legal discrimination of 
LGBTQ2+ people.

Victims of the LGBT Purge launched a lawsuit against the 
Canadian government in the 1990s. In 2017, the federal government 
�nally made a formal apology for the Purge and its injustices.

KEN SETTERINGTON is the author of Mom and Mum are Getting 
Married and Branded by the Pink Triangle, winner of the Canadian 
Jewish Book Award for Holocaust Literature and a Stonewall Honor 
from the American Library Association. He is the former Children 
and Youth Advocate for the Toronto Public Library. He received the 
Meritorious Service Medal from the Governor General of Canada in 
2017 for his work bringing children and literature together. Ken lives 
with his partner in Toronto.

$34.95
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THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to the
exploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of the
Canadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght for
acknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution of
subsequent governments.

In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engage
your students while they learn about some of the important events in
Canada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. You
will �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minorities
and how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students will
learn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play in
Canadian society.

SPECIAL FEATURES:
• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson
• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series
• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying
•  Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on each

lesson are included
• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and add

another dimension to student learning
• A special guide to teaching about racism is included

By building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-
inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behind
each of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become more
tolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.

Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with
�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.

Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,
and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.
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links to video clips available on The Critical 
Thinking Consortium website at 
www.tinyurl.com/take2video (go to Video 
Resources tab halfway down the page).
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basinon the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, aschool and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of cultureand tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudesprevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents ofAfricville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as runningwater, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifaxdecided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use theland for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to otherparts of the city.In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of thecommunity and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologizedfor the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. Areplica of the community’s church was built on the site. But formerresidents and their descendents were refused individual compensationbeyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition providesupdates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-personnarratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how theCity destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how thespirit of the community lives on.GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writerand a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1651-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1651-2
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times andhave had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of thoseplaces for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves ofJewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian citiesand smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrantsor their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society becameincreasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition forjobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada andwas fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Overnine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that wouldtake them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cubangovernment refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry intothe United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government foradmittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned toEurope where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semiticpolicies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewishimmigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riotsand demonstrations.Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long andhard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semiticpolicies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors ofthe MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewishpopulation for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteenbooks for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) andthe Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made aDi� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book forOlder Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker atschools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1566-3ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1566-9
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late
1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basin
on the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, a
school and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.
�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of culture
and tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudes
prevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents of
Africville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as running
water, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.

In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifax
decided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use the
land for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,
but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to other
parts of the city.

In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of the
community and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologized
for the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. A
replica of the community’s church was built on the site. But former
residents and their descendents were refused individual compensation
beyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition provides
updates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.

�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-person
narratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how the
City destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how the
spirit of the community lives on.

GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writer 
and a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, 
and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen 
for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria 
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times and
have had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of those
places for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves of
Jewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian cities
and smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.

But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrants
or their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society became
increasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition for
jobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada and
was fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.

By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Over
nine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that would
take them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cuban
government refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry into
the United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government for
admittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned to
Europe where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.

“�e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semitic
policies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewish
immigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riots
and demonstrations.

Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long and
hard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semitic
policies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors of
the MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewish
population for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.

RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteen
books for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,
including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,
the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) and
the Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made a
Di� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book for
Older Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker at
schools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times and
have had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of those
places for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves of
Jewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian cities
and smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.

But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrants
or their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society became
increasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition for
jobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada and
was fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.

By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Over
nine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that would
take them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cuban
government refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry into
the United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government for
admittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned to
Europe where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.

“�e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semitic
policies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewish
immigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riots
and demonstrations.

Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long and
hard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semitic
policies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors of
the MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewish
population for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.

RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteen
books for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,
including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,
the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) and
the Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made a
Di� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book for
Older Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker at
schools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario.
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In 1939, Canada refused to accept a ship of Jewish refugees
and sent them back to Europe where many later died.

Look for this symbol throughout the book for
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late
1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basin
on the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, a
school and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.
�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of culture
and tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudes
prevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents of
Africville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as running
water, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.

In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifax
decided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use the
land for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,
but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to other
parts of the city.

In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of the
community and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologized
for the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. A
replica of the community’s church was built on the site. But former
residents and their descendents were refused individual compensation
beyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition provides
updates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.

�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-person
narratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how the
City destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how the
spirit of the community lives on.

GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writer 
and a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, 
and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen 
for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria 
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
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As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is not
about opening old wounds; it’s about remembering the
past, understanding it and moving forward.
           — Nikkei Voice

“As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is not 
about opening old wounds; it’s about remembering the 
past, understanding it and moving forward. 

Look for this symbol throughout the book for links 
to video clips available on the website.
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“
THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to the
exploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of the
Canadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght for
acknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution of
subsequent governments.

In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engage
your students while they learn about some of the important events in
Canada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. You
will �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minorities
and how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students will
learn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play in
Canadian society.

SPECIAL FEATURES:
• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson
• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series
• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying
•  Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on each

lesson are included
• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and add

another dimension to student learning
• A special guide to teaching about racism is included

By building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-
inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behind
each of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become more
tolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.

Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with
�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.

Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,
and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.

WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout the book for 
links to video clips available on The Critical 
Thinking Consortium website at 
www.tinyurl.com/take2video (go to Video 
Resources tab halfway down the page).
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late
1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basin
on the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, a
school and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.
�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of culture
and tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudes
prevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents of
Africville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as running
water, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.

In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifax
decided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use the
land for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,
but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to other
parts of the city.

In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of the
community and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologized
for the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. A
replica of the community’s church was built on the site. But former
residents and their descendents were refused individual compensation
beyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition provides
updates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.

�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-person
narratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how the
City destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how the
spirit of the community lives on.

GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writer 
and a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, 
and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen 
for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria 
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95
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As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is not
about opening old wounds; it’s about remembering the
past, understanding it and moving forward.
           — Nikkei Voice

“As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is not 
about opening old wounds; it’s about remembering the 
past, understanding it and moving forward. 

Look for this symbol throughout the book for links 
to video clips available on the website.
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times and
have had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of those
places for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves of
Jewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian cities
and smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.

But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrants
or their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society became
increasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition for
jobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada and
was fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.

By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Over
nine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that would
take them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cuban
government refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry into
the United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government for
admittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned to
Europe where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.

“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semitic
policies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewish
immigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riots
and demonstrations.

Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long and
hard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semitic
policies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors of
the MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewish
population for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.

RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteen
books for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,
including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,
the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) and
the Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made a
Di� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book for
Older Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker at
schools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95
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In 1939, Canada refused to accept a ship of Jewish refugees
and sent them back to Europe where many later died.

Look for this symbol throughout the book for
links to video clips available on the website.

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series
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Before 1969, gay relationships were illegal in Canada. Homophobia —
the fear of, hatred for, and discrimination against LGBTQ2+ people
— was supported by government policy, and was a constant presence in
Canadian society. �is led to bullying and sometimes deadly violence
against queer people. LGBTQ2+ people were openly discriminated
against and could be jailed if they weren’t able to hide their orientation
their entire lives.

Beginning the 1950s, government agencies began to investigate and
blackmail thousands of people who were suspected of being queer in
an attempt to get them out of the military, RCMP and civil service.
By the 1990s, 9,000 people had been o�cially investigated, and
many LGBTQ2+ employees chose to quit their jobs to avoid being
investigated and outed. �ose who were “proven” to be gay were �red
and some committed suicide. �is systematic e�ort became known as
the LGBT Purge.

Over the same period lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer, transgender, 
Two Spirit and other Canadians persecuted for their sexuality and 
gender identity formed movements to protest and demand equality. 
When the Charter of Rights and Freedoms became law in 1982, protests 
grew as LGBTQ2+ Canadians demanded their own Charter rights. 
More protestors led to more public support, and governments slowly 
began to introduce measures that would end legal discrimination of 
LGBTQ2+ people.

Victims of the LGBT Purge launched a lawsuit against the 
Canadian government in the 1990s. In 2017, the federal government 
�nally made a formal apology for the Purge and its injustices.

KEN SETTERINGTON is the author of Mom and Mum are Getting 
Married and Branded by the Pink Triangle, winner of the Canadian 
Jewish Book Award for Holocaust Literature and a Stonewall Honor 
from the American Library Association. He is the former Children 
and Youth Advocate for the Toronto Public Library. He received the 
Meritorious Service Medal from the Governor General of Canada in 
2017 for his work bringing children and literature together. Ken lives 
with his partner in Toronto. $34.95
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and the fight for equal rights in Canada

Historical photographs, documents
and first-person accounts highlight
key moments in LGBTQ2+ history in
Canada, and the story of the fight
for equal rights.

THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to theexploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of theCanadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght foracknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution ofsubsequent governments.In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engageyour students while they learn about some of the important events inCanada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. Youwill �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minoritiesand how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students willlearn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play inCanadian society.SPECIAL FEATURES:• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying• Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on eachlesson are included• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and addanother dimension to student learning• A special guide to teaching about racism is includedBy building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behindeach of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become moretolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basinon the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, aschool and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of cultureand tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudesprevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents ofAfricville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as runningwater, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifaxdecided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use theland for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to otherparts of the city.In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of thecommunity and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologizedfor the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. Areplica of the community’s church was built on the site. But formerresidents and their descendents were refused individual compensationbeyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition providesupdates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-personnarratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how theCity destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how thespirit of the community lives on.GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writerand a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry,and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Glorialives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1651-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1651-2
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times andhave had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of thoseplaces for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves ofJewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian citiesand smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrantsor their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society becameincreasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition forjobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada andwas fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Overnine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that wouldtake them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cubangovernment refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry intothe United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government foradmittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned toEurope where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semiticpolicies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewishimmigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riotsand demonstrations.Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long andhard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semiticpolicies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors ofthe MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewishpopulation for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteenbooks for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) andthe Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made aDi� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book forOlder Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker atschools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1566-3ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1566-9
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links to video clips available on the website.
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“…the combination of historical content 
and first-person accounts make this a 
hugely accessible work for high school 
students in Canadian history and human 
rights courses.”

— CM: Canadian Review of Materials

“The visuals are spectacular and will surely 
be a drawing card for students.” 

— Resource Links

OLA Best Bets — Winner — Young Adult 
Non-Fiction — Residential Schools

“Righting Canada’s Wrongs  series 
should be essential teaching in Canadian 
classrooms at all grades.” 

— CM: Canadian Review of Materials
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FOR CANADIAN HISTORY CLASSES!

Enable students to learn about systemic racism and discrimination! Explore how 
targeted groups have achieved apologies and amends from governments.

Features:
•  Photos, art, or

illustrations on every
spread

•  Short, readable text
•  First-person accounts
•  Full texts of government

apologies
•  Links to relevant video

resources
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Righting Canada’s Wrongs set
8 titles in hardcover with an included 
teachers resource guide!
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IN 1857, BRITAIN DECLARED THAT ALL PEOPLE FROM 
India were British citizens and could live anywhere in the 
Commonwealth, but Canada didn’t want them. �ousands came 
anyway to seek a better life. �ey worked hard but were denied 
many basic rights. In 1908, Canada passed a law that e�ectively 
stopped immigration from India. Six years later, Gurdit Singh, 
a Sikh businessman, chartered the Komagata Maru and sailed to 
Vancouver from Hong Kong with over 350 fellow Indians. �ey 
were refused landing and were held up in port for two months, with 
scarce food and water. Activist Indo-Canadians who were already 
resident in Canada joined together to �ght for the passengers’ rights. 
In the end, the courts upheld the government’s racist policy and 
forced the ship to leave under an armed escort. When they arrived 
back in India, violence broke out and several passengers were killed. 

Over the years, the Canadian government gradually changed its
immigration policies, �rst allowing entry to the wives and children
of Indian immigrants, and later opening the doors to many more
immigrants from India.

Descendants of Komagata Maru passengers and many others
have sought redress for their exclusion. In 2008 the B.C. legislature
apologized, as did the prime minister on behalf of the government
of Canada.

PAMELA HICKMAN is the author of over 35 non-�ction books for 
children, including winners of the Green Prize for Sustainable Literature, 
the Best Book Award from the Society of School Librarians International, 
and the Canadian Authors Association Lilla Sterling Memorial Award. She 
lives in Canning, Nova Scotia.  

and Canada’s Anti-Indian Immigration Policies 
in the Twentieth Century

$34.95
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IN 1857, BRITAIN DECLARED THAT ALL PEOPLE FROM 
India were British citizens and could live anywhere in the 
Commonwealth, but Canada didn’t want them. � ousands came 
anyway to seek a better life. � ey worked hard but were denied 
many basic rights. In 1908, Canada passed a law that e� ectively 
stopped immigration from India. Six years later, Gurdit Singh, 
a Sikh businessman, chartered the 
Vancouver from Hong Kong with over 350 fellow Indians. � ey 
were refused landing and were held up in port for two months, with 
scarce food and water. Activist Indo-Canadians who were already 
resident in Canada joined together to � ght for the passengers’ rights. 
In the end, the courts upheld the government’s racist policy and 
forced the ship to leave under an armed escort. When they arrived 
back in India, violence broke out and several passengers were killed. 

Look for this symbol throughout the book for links to 
video clips available on the website Komagata 
Maru: Continuing the journey, at 
www.komagatamarujourney.ca
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OVER MORE THAN 100 YEARS, THE CANADIAN GOVERNMENT
took 150,000 First Nations, Métis, and Inuit children from their 
families and placed them in residential schools. In these schools, young 
people were assigned a number, forced to wear European-style clothes, 
forbidden to speak their own language, required to work, and often 
subjected to physical and psychological abuse. If they tried to leave the 
schools to return to their families, they were captured by the RCMP 
and forced back. Run by churches, the schools were paid for by the 
federal government. The last residential school closed in 1996. 

It took decades for people to speak out in public about the 
devastating impact of residential schools. School Survivors eventually 
came together and launched court actions against the federal 
government and the churches. In 2008 the Canadian government 
apologized for the historic wrongs committed by the residential school 
system. The Survivors’ lawsuits led to the Indian Residential Schools 
Settlement Agreement, the largest class-action settlement in Canadian 
history, and the establishment of the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission. The Commission spent six years gathering testimony and 
discovering the facts about residential schools. 

This book includes the text of the government’s apology and summarizes
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s ninety-four Calls to Action,
which offer the basis for a new relationship between the Canadian
government, Indigenous peoples, and non-Indigenous Canadians.

WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout the book for 
links to video clips and other online resources.

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series

MELANIE FLORENCE is the author of the SideStreets novel One Night
and the Recordbooks title Jordin Tootoo: The highs and lows in the journey 
of the first Inuk to play in the NHL, which was chosen as an Honor Book by 
the American Indian Library Association. She is of Plains Cree and Scottish 
descent. She lives in Toronto, Ontario.

As indicated by its name, this series
is hopeful. It is not about opening old
wounds; it’s about remembering the past,
understanding it and moving forward.

— Nikkei Voice
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PAMELA HICKMAN is the author of over 35 non-�ction books for children,
including winners of the Green Prize for Sustainable Literature, the Best Book
Award from the Society of School Librarians International, and the Canadian
Authors Association Lilla Sterling Memorial Award. She lives in Canning,
Nova Scotia.

JEAN SMITH CAVALLUZZO is a Toronto writer interested in social justice 
issues. Her articles have appeared in Chatelaine, the Toronto Star, Eye-talian 
Magazine, and the Globe & Mail. She was a columnist for Catholic New 
Times. Jean has a BA in sociology, a BSW, and a diploma in journalism. She 
lives in Toronto.

ITALIANS CAME TO CANADA to seek a better life. From the
1870s to the 1920s they arrived in large numbers and found work
mainly in mining, railway building, forestry, construction, and farming.
As time passed, many set up successful small businesses, often in Little
Italy districts within larger cities. Many struggled with the language and
culture in Canada, but their children became part of the Canadian mix.

When Canada declared war on Italy on June 10, 1940, the 
government used the War Measures Act to label all Italian citizens 
over the age of eighteen as enemy aliens. �ose who had received 
Canadian citizenship after 1922 were also deemed enemy aliens. 

Immediately, the RCMP began making arrests. Men, young and 
old, and a few women were taken from their homes, o�ces, or social 
clubs without warning. In all, about 600 were sent to internment 
camps. None of them were ever charged with anything. Eventually 
they were all released, but the e�ects of the internment lived on for 
decades. It wasn’t until 2021 that the Canadian government formally 
apologized to Italian Canadians for the internment.

�rough historical photographs, documents, and �rst-person 
narratives from Italian Canadians who experienced the internment or 
who were children of internees, this book o�ers a full account of this 
largely unknown episode in Canadian history.

in the Second World War

$34.95
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Look for this symbol throughout the book for links 
to video clips available on the website Italian Canadians 
as Enemy Aliens: Memories of World War II, 
at www.italiancanadianww2.ca
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PAMELA HICKMAN is the author of over 35 non-�ction books for children,
including winners of the Green Prize for Sustainable Literature, the Best Book
Award from the Society of School Librarians International, and the Canadian
Authors Association Lilla Sterling Memorial Award. She lives in Canning,
Nova Scotia.

JEAN SMITH CAVALLUZZO is a Toronto writer interested in social justice 
issues. Her articles have appeared in Chatelaine, the Toronto Star, Eye-talian 
Magazine, and the Globe & Mail. She was a columnist for Catholic New 
Times. Jean has a BA in sociology, a BSW, and a diploma in journalism. She 
lives in Toronto.

ITALIANS CAME TO CANADA to seek a better life. From the
1870s to the 1920s they arrived in large numbers and found work
mainly in mining, railway building, forestry, construction, and farming.
As time passed, many set up successful small businesses, often in Little
Italy districts within larger cities. Many struggled with the language and
culture in Canada, but their children became part of the Canadian mix.

When Canada declared war on Italy on June 10, 1940, the 
government used the War Measures Act to label all Italian citizens 
over the age of eighteen as enemy aliens. �ose who had received 
Canadian citizenship after 1922 were also deemed enemy aliens. 

Immediately, the RCMP began making arrests. Men, young and 
old, and a few women were taken from their homes, o�ces, or social 
clubs without warning. In all, about 600 were sent to internment 
camps. None of them were ever charged with anything. Eventually 
they were all released, but the e�ects of the internment lived on for 
decades. Prime Minister Brian Mulroney later issued an apology to 
Italian Canadians for the internment and admitted that it was wrong. 

�rough historical photographs, documents, and �rst-person 
narratives from Italian Canadians who experienced the internment or 
who were children of internees, this book o�ers a full account of this 
largely unknown episode in Canadian history.

in the Second World War

$34.95
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as Enemy Aliens: Memories of World War II, 
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PAMELA HICKMAN is the author of over 35 non-�ction books for children,
including winners of the Green Prize for Sustainable Literature, the Best Book
Award from the Society of School Librarians International, and the Canadian
Authors Association Lilla Sterling Memorial Award. She lives in Canning, NS.

MASAKO FUKAWA lived in Steveston, BC until the forced evacuation in
1942. Masako has worked as a teacher and principal. Her recent book, Spirit of
the Nikkei Fleet, won the 2010 Canada-Japan Literary Award and was runner-up
for the 2010 Bill Duthie Booksellers’ Choice Award. She lives in Burnaby, BC.

$34.95

ISBN-10: 1-55277-853-3
ISBN-13: 978-1-55277-853-1

WHEN JAPAN ATTACKED Pearl Harbor in 1941, there were over 20,000 
Japanese Canadians living in British Columbia. From the �rst arrivals in the 
late nineteenth century, they had taken up work in the province, established 
families and communities, and had become part of Canadian society, despite 
frequently being faced with racism and prejudice in its many forms.

But with war came wartime hysteria. After Pearl Harbor, Japanese 
Canadian residents of BC were rounded up and forced to move to 
internment camps with inadequate housing, water, and food. �eir homes 
and properties were seized. Men and older boys were sent to road camps, 
while some families ended up on farms where they were essentially used as 
slave labour. Eventually, after years of pressure, the Canadian government 
admitted that the internment was wrong and apologized for it.

�rough historical photographs, documents, and �rst-person narratives 
from �ve Japanese Canadians who were youths when they endured the 
experience, this book provides a full account of an important and shocking 
episode in Canadian history.

in the Second World War

ALSO IN THE SERIES

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series
and download a free Teacher Resource Guide

As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is not 
about opening old wounds; it’s about remembering the 
past, understanding it and moving forward. 
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WHEN THE FIRST WAVE OF CHINESE IMMIGRANTS 
landed in 1858 on the western shores of a land that came to be
known as Canada, they expected to find riches in Gold Mountain.
Instead, they faced the daily realities of racism at its worst. Once the
Canadian Pacific Railway was completed in 1885, the demand for
cheap labour collapsed, and immigration policies became harsher in
response. Successively punitive head taxes of $50, $100, and $500
were set to limit further immigration.

Starting in 1923, the Chinese Immigration Act halted immigration
until 1947. Over one hundred laws, regulations, and policies were
also implemented to restrict where the Chinese could live, work,
study, and spend their meagre spare time.

Without the right to vote, Chinese Canadians had no voice and
endured a life of segregation and discrimination in Chinatowns across
the country. Although most of the Chinese men were married, their
wives and family members were unable to come to Canada and had
to remain in China.

After the Second World War, a head tax campaign waged for
twenty-three years to seek an apology and redress for the injustices of
the past. Finally, in 2006 the government of Canada issued an official
apology. Despite adverse discrimination, the Chinese in Canada
persevered and established themselves in all walks of Canadian life.

ARLENE CHAN, a third-generation Chinese Canadian, is a retired
librarian and author of non-fiction works for children, young adults, and
adults on Chinese festivals and the Chinese in Canada. She lives in Toronto.

and Anti-Chinese Immigration Policies 
in the Twentieth Century
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WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout 
the book for links to video and 
audio clips available online.

“As indicated by its name, this series 
is hopeful. It is not about opening old 
wounds; it’s about remembering the 
past, understanding it and moving 
forward.”

— Nikkei Voice

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series

THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to the
exploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of the
Canadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght for
acknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution of
subsequent governments.

In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engage
your students while they learn about some of the important events in
Canada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. You
will �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minorities
and how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students will
learn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play in
Canadian society.

SPECIAL FEATURES:
• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson
• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series
• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying
•  Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on each

lesson are included
• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and add

another dimension to student learning
• A special guide to teaching about racism is included

By building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-
inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behind
each of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become more
tolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.

Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with
�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.

Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,
and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.

WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout the book for 
links to video clips available on The Critical 
Thinking Consortium website at 
www.tinyurl.com/take2video (go to Video 
Resources tab halfway down the page).

James Lorimer & Company Ltd., Publishers
www.lorimer.ca

ISBN-10: 1-4594-1665-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1665-9

$24.95

INCLUDES:

RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS 
Resource Guide

THE CRITICAL THINKING CONSORTIUM 
Lindsay Gibson, Ilan Danjoux, and Roland Case
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James Lorimer & Company Ltd., Publisherswww.lorimer.ca

THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basinon the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, aschool and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of cultureand tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudesprevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents ofAfricville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as runningwater, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifaxdecided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use theland for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to otherparts of the city.In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of thecommunity and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologizedfor the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. Areplica of the community’s church was built on the site. But formerresidents and their descendents were refused individual compensationbeyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition providesupdates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-personnarratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how theCity destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how thespirit of the community lives on.GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writerand a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosenfor One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Glorialives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1651-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1651-2

WATCHTHE VIDEO

As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is notabout opening old wounds; it’s about remembering thepast, understanding it and moving forward. — Nikkei Voice “As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is not about opening old wounds; it’s about remembering the past, understanding it and moving forward. Look for this symbol throughout the book for links to video clips available on the website.

RIGHTING CANADA’SWRONGSAfricville

GLORIA ANN WESLEY

 An African Nova Scotian CommunityIs Demolished –– and Fights BackALSO IN THE SERIES

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series

SecondEdition“

RONA ARATOJames Lorimer & Company Ltd., Publisherswww.lorimer.ca

JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times andhave had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of thoseplaces for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves ofJewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian citiesand smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrantsor their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society becameincreasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition forjobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada andwas fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Overnine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that wouldtake them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cubangovernment refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry intothe United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government foradmittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned toEurope where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semiticpolicies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewishimmigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riotsand demonstrations.Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long andhard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semiticpolicies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors ofthe MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewishpopulation for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteenbooks for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) andthe Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made aDi�erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book forOlder Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker atschools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1566-3ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1566-9
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In 1939, Canada refused to accept a ship of Jewish refugeesand sent them back to Europe where many later died.Look for this symbol throughout the book forlinks to video clips available on the website.

Visit www.lorimer.ca/wrongs to see the entire series
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Canada’s Anti-Semitic Policies in the Twentieth CenturyAnti-Semitism and theMS St. Louis
Canada’s Anti-Semitic Policies in the Twentieth CenturyPDF download also available at
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Before 1969, gay relationships were illegal in Canada. Homophobia —
the fear of, hatred for, and discrimination against LGBTQ2+ people
— was supported by government policy, and was a constant presence in
Canadian society. �is led to bullying and sometimes deadly violence
against queer people. LGBTQ2+ people were openly discriminated
against and could be jailed if they weren’t able to hide their orientation
their entire lives.

Beginning the 1950s, government agencies began to investigate and
blackmail thousands of people who were suspected of being queer in
an attempt to get them out of the military, RCMP and civil service.
By the 1990s, 9,000 people had been o�cially investigated, and
many LGBTQ2+ employees chose to quit their jobs to avoid being
investigated and outed. �ose who were “proven” to be gay were �red
and some committed suicide. �is systematic e�ort became known as
the LGBT Purge.

Over the same period lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer, transgender, 
Two Spirit and other Canadians persecuted for their sexuality and 
gender identity formed movements to protest and demand equality. 
When the Charter of Rights and Freedoms became law in 1982, protests 
grew as LGBTQ2+ Canadians demanded their own Charter rights. 
More protestors led to more public support, and governments slowly 
began to introduce measures that would end legal discrimination of 
LGBTQ2+ people.

Victims of the LGBT Purge launched a lawsuit against the 
Canadian government in the 1990s. In 2017, the federal government 
�nally made a formal apology for the Purge and its injustices.

KEN SETTERINGTON is the author of Mom and Mum are Getting 
Married and Branded by the Pink Triangle, winner of the Canadian 
Jewish Book Award for Holocaust Literature and a Stonewall Honor 
from the American Library Association. He is the former Children 
and Youth Advocate for the Toronto Public Library. He received the 
Meritorious Service Medal from the Governor General of Canada in 
2017 for his work bringing children and literature together. Ken lives 
with his partner in Toronto. $34.95
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and the fight for equal rights in Canada

Historical photographs, documents
and first-person accounts highlight
key moments in LGBTQ2+ history in
Canada, and the story of the fight
for equal rights.

THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to theexploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of theCanadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght foracknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution ofsubsequent governments.In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engageyour students while they learn about some of the important events inCanada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. Youwill �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minoritiesand how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students willlearn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play inCanadian society.SPECIAL FEATURES:• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying•  Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on eachlesson are included• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and addanother dimension to student learning• A special guide to teaching about racism is includedBy building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behindeach of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become moretolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.

WATCHTHE VIDEOLook for this symbol throughout the book for links to video clips available on The Critical Thinking Consortium website atwww.tinyurl.com/take2video (go to VideoResources tab halfway down the page).
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basinon the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, aschool and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of cultureand tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudesprevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents ofAfricville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as runningwater, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifaxdecided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use theland for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to otherparts of the city.In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of thecommunity and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologizedfor the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. Areplica of the community’s church was built on the site. But formerresidents and their descendents were refused individual compensationbeyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition providesupdates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-personnarratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how theCity destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how thespirit of the community lives on.GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writerand a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry,and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Glorialives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1651-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1651-2
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times andhave had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of thoseplaces for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves ofJewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian citiesand smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrantsor their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society becameincreasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition forjobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada andwas fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Overnine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that wouldtake them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cubangovernment refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry intothe United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government foradmittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned toEurope where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semiticpolicies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewishimmigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riotsand demonstrations.Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long andhard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semiticpolicies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors ofthe MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewishpopulation for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteenbooks for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) andthe Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made aDi� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book forOlder Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker atschools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1566-3ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1566-9
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late
1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basin
on the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, a
school and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.
�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of culture
and tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudes
prevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents of
Africville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as running
water, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.

In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifax
decided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use the
land for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,
but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to other
parts of the city.

In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of the
community and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologized
for the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. A
replica of the community’s church was built on the site. But former
residents and their descendents were refused individual compensation
beyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition provides
updates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.

�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-person
narratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how the
City destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how the
spirit of the community lives on.

GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writer 
and a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, 
and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen 
for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria 
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95
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“As indicated by its name, this series is hopeful. It is not 
about opening old wounds; it’s about remembering the 
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times and
have had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of those
places for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves of
Jewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian cities
and smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.

But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrants
or their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society became
increasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition for
jobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada and
was fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.

By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Over
nine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that would
take them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cuban
government refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry into
the United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government for
admittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned to
Europe where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.

“�e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semitic
policies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewish
immigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riots
and demonstrations.

Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long and
hard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semitic
policies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors of
the MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewish
population for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.

RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteen
books for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,
including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,
the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) and
the Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made a
Di� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book for
Older Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker at
schools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95
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Before 1969, gay relationships were illegal in Canada. Homophobia —
the fear of, hatred for, and discrimination against LGBTQ2+ people
— was supported by government policy, and was a constant presence in
Canadian society. �is led to bullying and sometimes deadly violence
against queer people. LGBTQ2+ people were openly discriminated
against and could be jailed if they weren’t able to hide their orientation
their entire lives.

Beginning the 1950s, government agencies began to investigate and
blackmail thousands of people who were suspected of being queer in
an attempt to get them out of the military, RCMP and civil service.
By the 1990s, 9,000 people had been o�cially investigated, and
many LGBTQ2+ employees chose to quit their jobs to avoid being
investigated and outed. �ose who were “proven” to be gay were �red
and some committed suicide. �is systematic e�ort became known as
the LGBT Purge.

Over the same period lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer, transgender, 
Two Spirit and other Canadians persecuted for their sexuality and 
gender identity formed movements to protest and demand equality. 
When the Charter of Rights and Freedoms became law in 1982, protests 
grew as LGBTQ2+ Canadians demanded their own Charter rights. 
More protestors led to more public support, and governments slowly 
began to introduce measures that would end legal discrimination of 
LGBTQ2+ people.

Victims of the LGBT Purge launched a lawsuit against the 
Canadian government in the 1990s. In 2017, the federal government 
�nally made a formal apology for the Purge and its injustices.

KEN SETTERINGTON is the author of Mom and Mum are Getting 
Married and Branded by the Pink Triangle, winner of the Canadian 
Jewish Book Award for Holocaust Literature and a Stonewall Honor 
from the American Library Association. He is the former Children 
and Youth Advocate for the Toronto Public Library. He received the 
Meritorious Service Medal from the Governor General of Canada in 
2017 for his work bringing children and literature together. Ken lives 
with his partner in Toronto.
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Historical photographs, documents
and first-person accounts highlight
key moments in LGBTQ2+ history in
Canada, and the story of the fight
for equal rights.

THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to the
exploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of the
Canadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght for
acknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution of
subsequent governments.

In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engage
your students while they learn about some of the important events in
Canada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. You
will �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minorities
and how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students will
learn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play in
Canadian society.

SPECIAL FEATURES:
• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson
• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series
• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying
•  Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on each

lesson are included
• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and add

another dimension to student learning
• A special guide to teaching about racism is included

By building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-
inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behind
each of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become more
tolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.

Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with
�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.

Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,
and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.

WATCH 
THE VIDEO

Look for this symbol throughout the book for 
links to video clips available on The Critical 
Thinking Consortium website at 
www.tinyurl.com/take2video (go to Video 
Resources tab halfway down the page).
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basinon the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, aschool and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of cultureand tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudesprevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents ofAfricville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as runningwater, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifaxdecided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use theland for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to otherparts of the city.In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of thecommunity and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologizedfor the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. Areplica of the community’s church was built on the site. But formerresidents and their descendents were refused individual compensationbeyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition providesupdates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-personnarratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how theCity destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how thespirit of the community lives on.GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writerand a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1651-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1651-2
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times andhave had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of thoseplaces for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves ofJewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian citiesand smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrantsor their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society becameincreasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition forjobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada andwas fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Overnine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that wouldtake them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cubangovernment refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry intothe United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government foradmittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned toEurope where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semiticpolicies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewishimmigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riotsand demonstrations.Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long andhard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semiticpolicies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors ofthe MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewishpopulation for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteenbooks for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) andthe Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made aDi� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book forOlder Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker atschools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1566-3ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1566-9
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late
1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basin
on the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, a
school and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.
�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of culture
and tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudes
prevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents of
Africville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as running
water, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.

In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifax
decided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use the
land for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,
but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to other
parts of the city.

In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of the
community and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologized
for the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. A
replica of the community’s church was built on the site. But former
residents and their descendents were refused individual compensation
beyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition provides
updates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.

�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-person
narratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how the
City destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how the
spirit of the community lives on.

GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writer 
and a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, 
and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen 
for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria 
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times and
have had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of those
places for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves of
Jewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian cities
and smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.

But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrants
or their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society became
increasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition for
jobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada and
was fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.

By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Over
nine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that would
take them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cuban
government refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry into
the United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government for
admittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned to
Europe where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.

“�e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semitic
policies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewish
immigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riots
and demonstrations.

Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long and
hard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semitic
policies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors of
the MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewish
population for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.

RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteen
books for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,
including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,
the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) and
the Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made a
Di� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book for
Older Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker at
schools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times and
have had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of those
places for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves of
Jewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian cities
and smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.

But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrants
or their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society became
increasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition for
jobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada and
was fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.

By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Over
nine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that would
take them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cuban
government refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry into
the United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government for
admittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned to
Europe where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.

“�e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semitic
policies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewish
immigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riots
and demonstrations.

Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long and
hard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semitic
policies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors of
the MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewish
population for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.

RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteen
books for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,
including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,
the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) and
the Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made a
Di� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book for
Older Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker at
schools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario.
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late
1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basin
on the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, a
school and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.
�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of culture
and tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudes
prevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents of
Africville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as running
water, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.

In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifax
decided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use the
land for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,
but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to other
parts of the city.

In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of the
community and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologized
for the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. A
replica of the community’s church was built on the site. But former
residents and their descendents were refused individual compensation
beyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition provides
updates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.

�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-person
narratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how the
City destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how the
spirit of the community lives on.

GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writer 
and a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, 
and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen 
for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria 
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
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THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to the
exploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of the
Canadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght for
acknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution of
subsequent governments.

In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engage
your students while they learn about some of the important events in
Canada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. You
will �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minorities
and how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students will
learn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play in
Canadian society.

SPECIAL FEATURES:
• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson
• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series
• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying
•  Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on each

lesson are included
• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and add

another dimension to student learning
• A special guide to teaching about racism is included

By building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-
inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behind
each of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become more
tolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.

Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with
�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.

Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,
and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.
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Thinking Consortium website at 
www.tinyurl.com/take2video (go to Video 
Resources tab halfway down the page).
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late
1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basin
on the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, a
school and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.
�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of culture
and tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudes
prevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents of
Africville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as running
water, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.

In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifax
decided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use the
land for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,
but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to other
parts of the city.

In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of the
community and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologized
for the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. A
replica of the community’s church was built on the site. But former
residents and their descendents were refused individual compensation
beyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition provides
updates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.

�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-person
narratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how the
City destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how the
spirit of the community lives on.

GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writer 
and a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry, 
and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen 
for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Gloria 
lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times and
have had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of those
places for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves of
Jewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian cities
and smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.

But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrants
or their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society became
increasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition for
jobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada and
was fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.

By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Over
nine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that would
take them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cuban
government refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry into
the United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government for
admittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned to
Europe where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.

“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semitic
policies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewish
immigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riots
and demonstrations.

Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long and
hard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semitic
policies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors of
the MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewish
population for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.

RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteen
books for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,
including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,
the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) and
the Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made a
Di� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book for
Older Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker at
schools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95
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Before 1969, gay relationships were illegal in Canada. Homophobia —
the fear of, hatred for, and discrimination against LGBTQ2+ people
— was supported by government policy, and was a constant presence in
Canadian society. �is led to bullying and sometimes deadly violence
against queer people. LGBTQ2+ people were openly discriminated
against and could be jailed if they weren’t able to hide their orientation
their entire lives.

Beginning the 1950s, government agencies began to investigate and
blackmail thousands of people who were suspected of being queer in
an attempt to get them out of the military, RCMP and civil service.
By the 1990s, 9,000 people had been o�cially investigated, and
many LGBTQ2+ employees chose to quit their jobs to avoid being
investigated and outed. �ose who were “proven” to be gay were �red
and some committed suicide. �is systematic e�ort became known as
the LGBT Purge.

Over the same period lesbian, gay, bisexual, queer, transgender, 
Two Spirit and other Canadians persecuted for their sexuality and 
gender identity formed movements to protest and demand equality. 
When the Charter of Rights and Freedoms became law in 1982, protests 
grew as LGBTQ2+ Canadians demanded their own Charter rights. 
More protestors led to more public support, and governments slowly 
began to introduce measures that would end legal discrimination of 
LGBTQ2+ people.

Victims of the LGBT Purge launched a lawsuit against the 
Canadian government in the 1990s. In 2017, the federal government 
�nally made a formal apology for the Purge and its injustices.

KEN SETTERINGTON is the author of Mom and Mum are Getting 
Married and Branded by the Pink Triangle, winner of the Canadian 
Jewish Book Award for Holocaust Literature and a Stonewall Honor 
from the American Library Association. He is the former Children 
and Youth Advocate for the Toronto Public Library. He received the 
Meritorious Service Medal from the Governor General of Canada in 
2017 for his work bringing children and literature together. Ken lives 
with his partner in Toronto. $34.95
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Historical photographs, documents
and first-person accounts highlight
key moments in LGBTQ2+ history in
Canada, and the story of the fight
for equal rights.

THE RIGHTING CANADA’S WRONGS SERIES is devoted to theexploration of the mostly unknown, and often shocking, stories of theCanadian governments’ racist actions against various groups, the �ght foracknowledgement and justice, and the eventual apologies and restitution ofsubsequent governments.In this Resource Guide you will �nd seven lessons that will engageyour students while they learn about some of the important events inCanada’s history that helped shape our current multicultural society. Youwill �nd support for teaching about Canada’s past treatment of minoritiesand how to approach the topic of injustice. As well, your students willlearn about the important roles that these communities and peoples play inCanadian society.SPECIAL FEATURES:• A di�erent historical thinking concept is introduced in each lesson• Each lesson is directly linked to books in the series• Student Blackline Masters are provided for copying• Evaluation rubrics for your assessment of student achievement on eachlesson are included• Video links throughout the guide will supplement your lesson and addanother dimension to student learning• A special guide to teaching about racism is includedBy building greater awareness of the past deep-rooted racist and non-inclusive attitudes of the individuals, groups, and governments behindeach of these injustices, it is hoped that today’s students will become moretolerant and inclusive in their attitudes towards their fellow Canadians.Lindsay Gibson and Ilan Dajoux are writers and workshop facilitators with�e Critical �inking Consortium. Roland Case is the executive director.Pamela Hickman is the author of over forty non-�ction books for children,and has co-authored several books in the Righting Canada’s Wrongs series.

WATCHTHE VIDEOLook for this symbol throughout the book forlinks to video clips available on The CriticalThinking Consortium website atwww.tinyurl.com/take2video (go to VideoResources tab halfway down the page).

James Lorimer & Company Ltd., Publisherswww.lorimer.caISBN-10: 1-4594-1665-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1665-9$24.95
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RIGHTING CANADA’SWRONGS Resource Guide
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Lindsay Gibson, Ilan Danjoux, andRolandCase“ WRONGS“ WRONGSPDF download also available atwww.lorimer.ca/wrongs
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THE COMMUNITY OF AFRICVILLE was founded in the late1800s when African Nova Scotians built homes on the Bedford Basinon the northern edge of Halifax. Africville grew to include a church, aschool and small businesses. At its peak, about 400 people lived there.�e community was lively and vibrant, with a strong sense of cultureand tradition. But the community had its problems. Racist attitudesprevented people from getting well-paying jobs in the city. Residents ofAfricville petitioned the City of Halifax for basic services such as runningwater, sewage disposal and garbage collection. �ey were refused.In the 1960s, in the name of urban renewal, the City of Halifaxdecided to demolish the community, relocate its residents and use theland for industrial development. Residents strongly opposed this move,but their homes were bulldozed. Everyone was forced to move to otherparts of the city.In 2010, after years of pressure from former members of thecommunity and their descendants, the City of Halifax �nally apologizedfor the destruction of Africville and o�ered some compensation. Areplica of the community’s church was built on the site. But formerresidents and their descendents were refused individual compensationbeyond what little was paid in the 1960s. �is second edition providesupdates on the community’s continuing advocacy and resilience.�rough historical photographs, documents and �rst-personnarratives, this book tells the story of Africville. It documents how theCity destroyed Africville and much later apologized for it – and how thespirit of the community lives on.GLORIA ANN WESLEY is an award-winning African Nova Scotian writerand a former teacher. She is the author of two novels, two books of poetry,and several picture books. Her young adult book If �is is Freedom was chosen for One Book Nova Scotia in 2017. Her latest work is Abigail’s Wish. Glorialives in Halifax, Nova Scotia. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1651-1ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1651-2
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 An African Nova Scotian Community Is Demolished –– and Fights BackALSO IN THE SERIES
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JEWISH PEOPLE HAVE BEEN PERSECUTED since Biblical times andhave had to continuously seek safer places to live. Canada became one of thoseplaces for European Jews beginning in the mid-eighteenth century. Waves ofJewish immigration led to thriving Jewish neighbourhoods in Canadian citiesand smaller farming, mining and other settlements across the country.But Canadian society was not always welcoming to Jewish immigrantsor their descendants. During the 1920s and 30s, Canadian society becameincreasingly hostile towards Jews and other immigrants as competition forjobs increased. Anti-Semitism, prejudice against Jews, rose in Canada andwas fueled by the rise of Hitler and Nazism in Germany.By 1939, conditions for Jews in Germany were life-threatening. Overnine hundred Jewish refugees boarded the MS St. Louis, a ship that wouldtake them from Hamburg, Germany, to safety in Cuba. But the Cubangovernment refused to accept the refugees. After being denied entry intothe United States, the ship then appealed to the Canadian government foradmittance. Canada refused to accept the refugee ship and it returned toEurope where hundreds of passengers were later killed in the Holocaust.“� e St. Louis A�air” is one incident in a long history of anti-Semiticpolicies and attitudes in Canada, which also included laws restricting Jewishimmigrants, internment camps for Jewish refugees and anti-Semitic riotsand demonstrations.Jewish organizations and communities in Canada have fought long andhard for acceptance and justice for those wronged by Canada’s anti-Semiticpolicies. In 2018, the Canadian government apologized to the survivors ofthe MS St. Louis for its role in the tragedy, as well as to the Canadian Jewishpopulation for the discrimination the community has faced in Canada.RONA ARATO is a former teacher and an award-winning author of over �fteenbooks for children and young adults. Her books have won numerous awards,including the Norma Fleck Award for best Canadian children’s non-�ction book,the Red Cedar, Red Maple and Rocky Mountain Awards (for �e Last Train) andthe Golden Oak Award (for Courage and Compassion: Ten Canadians that Made aDi� erence). �e Ship to Nowhere was designated a Sydney Taylor Notable Book forOlder Children by the Association of Jewish Libraries. Rona is a frequent speaker atschools and community organizations. Rona lives in Toronto, Ontario. $34.95ISBN-10: 1-4594-1566-3ISBN-13: 978-1-4594-1566-9
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Help Kids deal with conflict!
Build community in your classroom

DEAL WITH
• Body image

• Consent

• Freedom of 
Expression

• Homophobia

• Islamophobia

• Racism

• Transphobia

• White privilege

For more information please visit www.lorimer.ca/tough
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Are you too fat, too thin, too 

tall, or too short? Is your 

face too wide or your hair too 

curly? Who decides? You do!

We’re often more focused on ideas about how we 

should look, rather than the kind of person we are, 

what makes us unique, and what we can accomplish. 

All kids are bombarded with messages about what 

they should look like and shamed for not measuring 

up. This book will give you the tools to help you 

deal with conflict arising from stereotypes around 

body image.

• Body Image 101 explains what body image is and 

where it comes from. 

• The “You Asked” sections offer real-life problems 

and solutions.

• Quizzes test your ability to identify body image 

issues, think critically, and find answers

• Additional resources puts helpful organizations, 

books, and websites at your fingertips.

TIERRA HOHN is a public health professional with a 

Master of Public Health from Western University. Her 

lived experience has driven her passion for advocacy 

and building awareness around eating disorders and 

body image. For several years she has run workshops 

and facilitated discussions on such topics, with the 

purpose of educating and empowering others. She is 

also a yoga teacher. Tierra lives and works in Toronto.

MARNE GRAHLMAN is an illustrator with a Bachelor 

of Design in Illustration from OCAD University. Her 

work has appeared in The New York Times, VICE, This 

Magazine and others. Her work is conceptually-based 

and explores metaphors in surreal environments. 

Marne lives in Toronto.
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• Spark critical thinking

• Challenge assumptions

• Engage all students: the 
perpetrator, victim and 
bystander 

• Highly visual, low reading 
level, approachable

• For grades 4+

• Interest ages 9 – 14

“Interactive format…Great for group 
discussion.” 

— Booklist

“A welcome addition to every school library.”
— Mark David Smith, YA Dude Books
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CATHERINE INGLIS is an 
elementary teacher who has taught 
for more than 20 years. She lives in 
Toronto, Ontario.
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 Can you say anything you want? Should you?

Everyone has rights but navigating your rights can be 

difficult. You have the right to freedom of expression 

but there are many places where this freedom is 

limited by laws, rules and regulations, or even customs 

such as good manners. 

By exploring the viewpoints of The Censor, The 

Speechmaker and The Witness, this book will help you 

navigate issues of how to express identity and opinion. 

• Freedom of Expression 101 defines rights, freedom 

of expression and censorship

• Dear Conflict Counsellor offers real-life problems 

and solutions

• Quizzes test your ability to identify censorship 

and how to deal with issues around freedom of 

expression

• A resource guide puts helpful organizations, books 

and websites at your fingertips

DANIELLE S. MCLAUGHLIN, as Director of 

Education for the Canadian Civil Liberties Association 

and Education Trust, designed, developed and delivered 

programs that engage thousands of students in lively 

discussion about the conflicts of rights and freedoms 

that affect everyone who lives in a democracy. She is 

co-author with Reuben McLaughlin of the That’s Not 

Fair! videos, now used widely in elementary social 

studies classes, and author of That’s Not Fair! Getting 

to Know Your Rights and Freedoms. Danielle lives in 

Toronto, Ontario.

PARIS ALLEYNE is a comic-book artist. 

He has done work as a colourist for  Ninja Turtles, 

Ghostbusters, GI Joe, Captain Canuck and Riftworld 

comics. His art has appeared in Black Comix Returns 

and his own independent Haven comics.  Paris lives in 

Toronto, Ontario.
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Design
Your Own

School Project
Notes from the Margin

This is the original CURRICULA that appeared in the very first issue of TEACH. Seeing 
that the school is an important part of a child’s community—perhaps the most important 
feature of their world outside the home—we thought it would be a fun exercise for kids 
to design their own school. To our surprise, this lesson plan quickly became a hit, with 
many teachers writing us (the old-fashioned way) to share that they had implemented 
the project within their classrooms. 

Students responded enthusiastically, with many building models of their dream school 
from a variety of materials, including Lego, cardboard, clay, etc., while others opted for 
two-dimensional drawings of their concepts. The project was so successful that we were 
invited to one of the participating schools to see the models for ourselves. Some of the 
students created realistic models that addressed accessibility issues, crowding, heating 
and cooling, etc., while others took a more whimsical approach and designed swimming 
pools in every classroom and drinking fountains that dispensed chocolate milk!

Although written over 30 years ago, the idea of designing your own school is still very 
relevant, so we thought it would be interesting to share the lesson again and see how 
today’s kids respond—using newer technologies and addressing current issues, of course.

–Lisa Tran, Managing Editor

By Jill Golick
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T he Design Your Own School Project offers valuable learning experiences 
for students at every grade level. It gives students an opportunity to 
apply skills and thought processes learned in social studies to the most 

immediate world around them: school.
This project is appropriate for the following curriculum areas:
•	 Social Studies
•	 Language Arts
•	 History
•	 Drafting, Modelling, and Art

 KNOWLEDGE GOALS

Students will:
•	 Learn about the range of activities that take place in a school;
•	 Learn about the people who use a school;
•	 Learn that models and maps are graphic representations of things in the 

real world;
•	 Learn that schools have changed over time;
•	 Learn that schools have an impact on the neighbourhood and on the 

environment;
•	 Learn that schools serve a broad community;
•	 Learn that government regulates education;
•	 Learn that education is shaped by economics, culture, geography, and 

other factors.

  GRADE ADAPTATIONS

Students in Kindergarten, Grade 1, and Grade 2 can use the project as an 
opportunity to explore their school. The final project presentation may be a 
model or map of a school, or perhaps just one classroom in a school.

Students in Grades 3–5 can begin to think critically about change and 
improvement. Through research, they will discover that schools have not 
always had their current form, but have changed throughout history. By 
observing and recording use of different parts of their school, students may 
discover what areas are well-used and which ones need improvement. The 
final presentation might be a team effort, focusing on different areas of the 
school (library, gym, playground, lunchroom, classrooms, etc.).

Students in Grades 6–8 can adopt a global perspective on schools, 
considering the impact schools have on the environment, the interaction 
between the school and the broader community, and how special needs 
communities can be accommodated in the new design. In addition to the 
research methods used for earlier grade levels, students may want to conduct 
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interviews or write letters to get information from different parts of the 
community. At this level, each student or group should incorporate many 
attributes of a school into the final presentation.

Students in Grades 9–12 may choose to consider structural elements, site 
selection, incorporation of new technologies, the role of government, integration 
of arts and sciences, finances, and the very theory and practice of education 
itself. There is a veritable myriad of concerns that the planners, architects, 
builders, and educators must think about in designing schools for the future. 
Students have a wealth of issues and information from which to form interesting 
and innovative projects.

1   STEP ONE
	  BRAINSTORMING

Introduce the project with a brainstorming session. Start by inviting the class 
to dream about what a school could be. Let imaginations run wild thinking 
about the possibilities, then direct students’ attention to the school building 
and design. For example, if students suggest having recess all day, ask how that 
could be encouraged by the way the school is built. A good answer might be by 
putting playgrounds in every classroom.

Change the focus of the brainstorming session. Ask students what 
a school is. What is its purpose? What is it intended to do? Why 

do people go to school? What are the different kinds of 
schools and why are there so many? If students were 

going to design and build a new school what would 
it be like? What do students think are important 
features of schools? What do they like about the 
school building as it exists now? What do they think 
should to be different?

Let students brainstorm. Be sure that someone 
keeps a record of the issues and ideas raised.

After the initial storm of ideas has subsided, discuss 
them as a class. Divide the ideas and issues into categories. 

Some need further study and more information. Others can be 
incorporated into the final design later. You may want to display 
the notes from the brainstorming session on the classroom wall 
for students to refer to throughout the project.

2   STEP TWO
	               PLANNING

Students can now go through the process of preparing the 
project and planning what to do at each stage. They can think 

about how much time each step will take. Start with the end: let 
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students know what form final presentations can take. Show 
students examples of blueprints, renderings, dioramas, models, 
and so on. Teachers at some grade levels may wish to have the 
whole class use the same final presentation method; if so, let them 
know what that method will be. Next, review the steps they must 
go through to get from the brainstorming stage to evaluation. 

3   STEP THREE
	    RESEARCHING

This step has two parts: first, students must decide on what to 
research and, second, how they must carry out the research. 
Rather than having each student research the entire project, you 
might want to divide the research up among the class members. 
Individual students or small groups can research different areas 
and then share the results with the class.

Through class discussion, help students set research goals that are appropriate to skill 
and grade level and fit in with your curriculum. Then help students figure out what 
research methods to use to find the information.

For younger students, the research questions may be quite simple. Who are the 
people in my school? What do they do? What are the rooms in my school? What are 
they used for? What is in the playground?

Find the answers through observation and exploration. Send small 
groups to explore different parts of the school. (An adult or older student 
can accompany them and record their findings.) One group can count 
water fountains, another can count bathrooms, several groups can list all 
the rooms in different halls, one group can go to the office to get a list of 
staff, etc.

Students in junior grades can start to think about change. How have 
schools changed historically? What changes can we make in this design to 
improve our school?

You can coordinate this research with your history curriculum. For 
example, if you are studying the Middle Ages, have students research how 
children were educated then. 

To find out how to create a better school, junior students need 
to know how well the current school design is working. They will 
use a variety of active research methods, including observation 
and interviewing. For example, they may want to learn more 
about the use of the playground. Teams can be assigned to 
record how many students use each piece of equipment, 
how many use the fields, and so on. They could also make 
note of potential safety problems. Other students could 
interview a cross section of students, staff, and other 
concerned people about the playground, asking what they 
like and don’t like and what changes they might want to see.  
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Different areas of the school can be studied using similar methods: the 
halls, locker areas and bathrooms, libraries, labs, gyms, entranceways, etc.

In the intermediate and senior grades, students may want to find 
out more about other schools. Or they may want to look at their own 
school in a broader context: its relationship to the neighbourhood, its 
environmental impact, etc. The students may also want to think about 
how schools serve special needs communities. Students will use a variety 
of research methods.

The library will offer some books on schools around the world. 
Students may want to visit local schools for comparison purposes and 
to interview friends and neighbours who attend other schools about the 
advantages and disadvantages of their schools.

Through observation and interviews, students can find out more about 
their school’s impact on its environment. Some questions that students 
might want to consider include: How much garbage does the school 
produce? What methods are used to reduce school garbage output? How 
is energy used in the school? What energy-saving methods are in effect? 
What efforts are being made to make the school and school property 
environmentally friendly and wildlife friendly? Are there problems in the 
school’s relationship with its neighbourhood? Do students disturb home 
owners by cutting across lawns or through backyards? Do the school’s 
neighbours object to on-street parking by school staff and visitors? How 
do students and neighbourhood merchants get along?

Another topic for consideration is how the school serves special needs 
groups. Students can find out which groups currently use the school and 
when. They may also want to find out what other groups exist in the 
community, and whether any of those groups might want to use a newly 
designed school in the future. 

Students in the senior grades can also contact trustees and school 
board officials to find out how decisions about school design are made.

4   STEP FOUR
	    ANALYSIS

After the research data has been collected, it is time to figure out 
what everything means. Data must be organized and analyzed. 
At this stage, students will review all the information they have 
in order to make decisions about the features they will put into 
their school designs. 

Encourage students to start by reviewing their notes and 
putting all the bits of information about one topic together. 
Some types of information can be put into a graph or chart.

Once the material is organized, students should use it to 
make decisions about what features to include in their final 
design. Groups of students working together should set aside 
time at this point for discussion. Students can focus their 
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thought processes by asking themselves questions like: What must go into every 
school? What things about school work now? What do I want to change? What new 
features do I want to add?

At the end of this stage, students can make a list of the features they want to put 
into their new design.

5   STEP FIVE
	  PRESENTATION

Students can present their ideas in many ways, including through a model, diorama 
blueprint, rendering, drawing, etc.

6   STEP SIX
	  EVALUATION

Allowing students to participate in the evaluation process promotes independence 
and self-reliance. Students learn about the teacher’s thought process in evaluating 
work and their ability to meet the teacher’s expectations will improve. If you have 
time, conduct a private evaluation session with each student or group to discuss 
the project.

Have students focus their evaluation on three things: how good is the 
final result, how would they change the process next time to get a 
better result, and was the project a valuable experience for them?

Your evaluation should be based on the original goals. 
Evaluate how well students worked independently. Did they 
apply social studies skills and problem-solving methods? 
Were they original and creative in their approach to the 
project? Did they acquire new ideas about schools? Your 
evaluation may also include comments on effort, timeliness, 
presentation, and research. Help students to recognize what 
they did well and how they can improve their next effort.

Originally written by JILL GOLICK. Today,  
Jill works as a screenwriter, story editor,  
and creative producer.
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1994

19971994-95

1996-97

TEACH moves into 
its first office

TEACH launches 
first ever issue

“Canada Remembers” poster series, 
which was designed to teach students 

about the First and Second World Wars

Dairy Farmers of Canada poster 
series, which were distributed 

to schools across Canada

Year of the Family 
special issue

1993

TEACH MAGAZINE  
IN 30 YEARS: A TIMELINE

Since its inception in 1993, TEACH has done more than just publish magazines. 
We’ve also created a variety of unique and engaging resources for students and 
teachers, such as graphic novels and coding games. Check out the following 

timeline to see some of the work we’ve done over the years! 
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2002

2006-07

2006 2008

2011

Canada and the World, 
printed as a dual-language 

special issue

10th year anniversary

Roll a Coin Across the 
Curriculum, designed to 
teach students about the 

Royal Canadian Mint

TEACH creates assets for the 
Prime Minister’s Awards for 

Teaching Excellence program

The Shadowed Road  
graphic novel

TEACH produces the TV series  
Get Outta Town!, which looks at the 

lives of teens around the world

2003
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TEACH moves into 
its current office

The Ruptured Sky 
graphic novel

80 Degrees North  
graphic novel

Shattered Ground 
graphic novel

Dystopia 2153 graphic novel  
and coding game

Graphic novel releases on the 
following topics: Wilfrid Laurier, 
Fenians, Baldwin & LaFontaine,  

and Suffrage

2012

2014

2016

2017

2018

20th year anniversary

2013
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Mystic Learnings: The Group 
of Seven graphic novel

Graphic novel releases:  
Concept of One and Golden Boys

No Reason to Apologize 
graphic novel

TEACH Media forms,  
a subset of TEACH 

that focuses on digital 
resource production

2019

2020 2021

2022

TEACH celebrates 
its 30th year!

2023
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WHAT WAS THE INSPIRATION BEHIND  
STARTING TEACH? 

At the time, my kids were young and just starting 
school. As an interested parent, and after spending 
months researching and talking to educators, 
it seemed clear there was no independent and 
national magazine providing broad-based coverage 
on education. Once that realization set in, the idea 
of TEACH Magazine was born. 

THE MAGAZINE INDUSTRY HAS CHANGED 
EXPONENTIALLY OVER THE LAST 30 YEARS. 
WHAT WAS THE PRINTING PROCESS LIKE 
BACK THEN?

There were no such things as “digital” files or 
layouts 30 years ago. In fact, I was still using an 
IBM Electric typewriter. It had autocorrect and 
that itself was quite the advancement! (After that, 
I moved into the world of “hi-tech” and purchased 
an Apple Mac with 512 KB of RAM. That’s barely a 
fraction of the power of the average smartphone.) 

Throughout the printing process, everything 
was done by hand. You put together a layout on a 
board and sent it to a film house to be processed. 
If revisions were needed, there was a technician 
called a film stripper who would manually cut out 
pieces using an X-Acto knife and then replace the 
bits of film. It was time consuming and costly, but 
that’s just the way things were. 

All of the photographs used back then were 
original images—and all shot on film too. Stock 
photos were not common. I can remember the 
first time we put files on a CD-ROM to send to the 
printer, and that was seen as revolutionary.

Interview  
with the 
Founder

This year marks the 30th anniversary 
of TEACH Magazine and we’re 
very excited about it. The editorial 

and design team wanted to shine a light 
on the publisher and founder, who has 
worked hard to turn his single idea into a 
flourishing educational media company 
that we are all proud and grateful to 
be a part of. Here is an interview with 
Wili Liberman. We asked him how it all 
started, what things were like 30 years ago, 
and what the future holds.
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HOW HAS THE MAGAZINE EVOLVED OVER  
THE YEARS?

TEACH began as a black and white print publication; we 
didn’t even have our own website. Naturally, the magazine 
itself began to change in appearance as we constantly 
looked for creative ways to present our content. Then, 
some years later, we made the leap into digital publishing. 
But I will say we’ve always stayed true to our print roots, 
which is something I’m proud of. 

WHAT IS THE MOST REWARDING PART OF WHAT 
YOU DO?

First, it’s a constant learning process, like going back 
to school. I find that really motivating and compelling. 
Second, we have provided tons of tools and resources to 
teachers, students, and schools, most of them free, and 
the positive feedback we’ve received has been extremely 
gratifying. It’s nice to know you can make a difference and 
that your efforts are appreciated. Third, the work is fun. 
It can be intense at times but it’s constantly changing, 
challenging, and evolving—never dull. Finally, we have a 
great team here and it’s a pleasure to work alongside them. 
I’m always reassured that challenges will be met as they 
arise and I enjoy seeing the creative solutions that our team 
members bring to the table.

AFTER PRODUCING TEACH MAGAZINE FOR THE  
LAST 30 YEARS, YOU MUST HAVE GAINED SOME 
INSIGHT INTO TEACHING AND CLASSROOMS. 
WHAT DO YOU THINK ARE SOME OF THE MAJOR 
CHALLENGES TODAY?

Schools are chronically underfunded, and this impacts 
everything from crumbling infrastructure to class sizes, 
resource acquisition to the number of classroom assistants, 
admin staff, etc. And yet, Canada still manages to have one 
of the best education systems in the world. That speaks to 
the commitment and resilience of frontline teachers. What 
affects education are the same issues affecting society. That 
is, technology, social media, demographics, immigration, 
special needs, and so on. The list is long and the conditions 
have unfolded over generations.

IN YOUR OPINION, WHAT DO YOU FEEL HAS 
CHANGED IN SCHOOLS AND WHAT HASN’T?

The integration of technology and technological tools—
and the social impacts of that—is likely the greatest change 
we’ve seen over the past 30 years. What hasn’t changed is 
that technology cannot replace the classroom experience 
of real, human teachers. Technology might make some 
aspects of teaching more effective, but kids need to fully 
live that classroom experience, aided by capable and 
committed professionals.

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HAVE IN STORE  
FOR TEACH? 

Over the years, we’ve branched out from traditional 
magazine publishing into developing, I think, some amazing 
interactive digital resources, graphic novels, coding games, 
and videos. We plan to continue that trajectory and, in doing 
so, I think the future is limitless.
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Designed with the classroom in mind, 
this scholarship application can double    
as a curriculum-linked assignment. 

Students are encouraged to uncover their 
interests & learn how they link to careers 
in agriculture & a sustainable future.

Encourage your 
students to let 
their creativity shine!

Submission options  
can include an essay, 
video, or visual        
arts piece.

Check out the DFC Here for Tomorrow Scholarship,

To learn more, visit:
thinkAG.ca/Scholarships/DFC-Here-For-Tomorrow-Scholarship

CALLING ALL TEACHERS!

Encouragez vos 
élèves à exprimer 
leur créativité! 

Les demandes 
peuvent prendre la 
forme d’un essai, 
d’une vidéo ou d’une 
œuvre d’arts visuels. 

Pour en apprendre davantage, visitez: 
pensezagri.ca/fr-ca/bourses-detudes/plc-ici-pour-demain 

forme d’un essai, 
d’une vidéo ou d’une 
œuvre d’arts visuels. 

Jetez un œil à la bourse d’études PLC Ici pour demain,

La procédure d’inscription à cette bourse a été 
imaginée pour pouvoir être réalisée en classe, 
dans le cadre d’un projet lié au curriculum. 

Les élèves sont encouragés à identi�er leurs 
intérêts et à découvrir les liens qui existent avec 
les carrières en agriculture et un avenir durable.

http://thinkAG.ca/Scholarships/DFC-Here-For-Tomorrow-Scholarship
https://pensezagri.ca/fr-ca/bourses-detudes/plc-ici-pour-demain
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TEACH is excited to launch a new video series in collaboration with 
Canadian School Libraries! These videos showcase Canadian titles 

as valuable teaching tools to help engage students.

teachmag.com/great-canadian-books
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SHOP.TEACHMAG.COM

GET A 1-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION FOR ONLY $12.99*
YOUR SUBSCRIPTION INCLUDES: 2 PRINT EDITIONS + 6 DIGITAL EDITIONS

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

https://shop.teachmag.com/collections/subscriptions/products/teach-magazine-subscription?utm_source=magazine&utm_medium=ad&utm_campaign=issue149

