
KEY CONCEPTS & ISSUES

Students will gain a deeper understanding of the practice of racial segregation in 
Canada through learning about Viola Desmond, Lulu Anderson, and Charles Daniels. 

What is racial segregation? Why was it practiced here in Canada? What has 
changed since then and what has remained the same? How does learning about 
FLYLO�ULJKWV�OHDGHUV�EHQHǛW�XV�WRGD\"�:KDW�LV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�DQWL�%ODFN�
UDFLVP�DQG�DFWLYLVP"�:KDW�PDNHV�D�OHDGHU"

THEMES 

Leadership, Courage, Resistance, Resilience

SUBJECTS:
Language Arts,  
Social Studies, History
DURATION:
5-7 classes

LESSON PLAN

VIOLA DESMOND:  
WHAT MAKES A LEADER  
AND WHAT IS A LEGACY?
BY SHANTELLE BROWNING-MORGAN

GRADES: 6 TO 8

BIG QUESTIONS

 Who was Viola Desmond 
and what is her legacy?

 How have Black Canadians 
challenged the practice of 
racial segregation?

1



KEY VOCABULARY

Anti-Black Racism:�SUHMXGLFH��DǮLWXGHV��EHOLHIV��VWHUHRW\SLQJ��DQG�
discrimination that is directed at people of African descent and is rooted in 
their unique history and experience of enslavement and its legacy. (Source: 
“'DWD�6WDQGDUGV�IRU�WKH�,GHQWLæFDWLRQ�DQG�0RQLWRULQJ�RI�6\VWHPLF�5DFLVPÖ

*ORVVDU\,” Government of Ontario) 

Segregation: separation of people, or groups of people, based on race in 
everyday life. (Source: “5DFLDO�6HJUHJDWLRQ�RI�%ODFN�3HRSOH�LQ�&DQDGD,” The 
Canadian Encyclopedia) 

EXPECTATIONS/OUTCOMES

Students will: 
• ,QFUHDVH�WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�VWUXǠJOH�DJDLQVW�DQWL�%ODFN�UDFLVP�LQ�&DQDGD�
• 8QGHUVWDQG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�DQWL�%ODFN�UDFLVP�DQG�WKH�ǛJKW�IRU�FLYLO�ULJKWV�
• 8VH�D�YDULHW\�RI�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�VWUDWHJLHV� LQFOXGLQJ�PDNLQJ�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�SULRU�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�
H[SHULHQFH�� DQG� WR� IDPLOLDU� WH[WV�� TXHVWLRQLQJ�� VXPPDUL]LQJ� LQIRUPDWLRQ�� LQIHUULQJ�� DQDO\VLQJ��
FRPSDULQJ�DQG�FRQWUDVWLQJ��DQG�V\QWKHVL]LQJ�

• ([SORUH�FKDUDFWHU�WUDLWV�DQG�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�OHDGHUVKLS�
• /HDUQ�WKDW�WKH�HǚRUWV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�FDQ�EH�VXFFHVVIXO�LQ�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�UDFLDO�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�
• 8QGHUVWDQG�WKH�OHJDF\�RI�9LROD�'HVPRQG�
• /HDUQ�DERXW� WKH�SUDFWLFH�RI� UDFLDO� VHJUHJDWLRQ� LQ�&DQDGD�DQG�WKH�ZD\V� LQ�ZKLFK�%ODFN�&DQDGLDQV�
IRXJKW�DJDLQVW�LW�

• Learn about Lulu Anderson and Charles Daniels, civil rights pioneers. 

MATERIALS REQUIRED

• No Reason to Apologize: The Resilient Legacy of Viola Desmond graphic novel
• Prepared Worksheets #1-7, Lulu Anderson and &KDUOHV�'DQLHOV articles

BACKGROUND

Throughout Canada’s history, there have been numerous examples of racial discrimination against people 
RI�$IULFDQ�GHVFHQW��%ODFN�SHRSOH�KDYH�EHHQ�HQVODYHG�LQ�WKLV�FRXQWU\�DQG�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG�VHJUHJDWLRQ�
in education, housing, restaurants, recreation, and theatres, in addition to the denial of equal access to 
HPSOR\PHQW��KHDOWK�FDUH��EDQN�ORDQV��KRPH�RZQHUVKLS��DQG�PXFK�PRUH��7KHVH�KLVWRULFDO�IDFWV�SURYLGH�
HYLGHQFH�WKDW�&DQDGD�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�H[HPSW�IURP�DQWL�%ODFN�UDFLVP��<HW�LQ�VSLWH�RI�WKHVH�PDQ\�EDUULHUV��
%ODFN�&DQDGLDQV�KDYH�IRXJKW�EDFN�DQG�RYHUFRPH�PDQ\�FKDOOHQJHV�WR�DFKLHYH�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�WKDW�KDYH�
made Canada what it is today.
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https://www.ontario.ca/document/data-standards-identification-and-monitoring-systemic-racism/glossary
https://www.ontario.ca/document/data-standards-identification-and-monitoring-systemic-racism/glossary
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/racial-segregation-of-black-people-in-canada#:~:text=See%20also%20Prejudice%20and%20Discrimination,on%20race%20in%20everyday%20life.&text=See%20also%20Prejudice%20and%20Discrimination%20in%20Canada%20and%20Racism.,-Chattel%20slavery%2C%20the
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/bop-bashir-mohamed-luluu-anderson-black-history-prairies-1.5897499
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/charles-daniels-train-porter-racism-lawsuit-1.4826763


STEP ONE
UNDERSTANDING THE GRAPHIC NOVEL

$ƫHU�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�UHDG�WKH�JUDSKLF�QRYHO��UHYLHZ�VRPH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�LGHDV��WKHPHV��DQG�HYHQWV��6WXGHQWV�
will then complete Worksheet #1 by responding to the questions in complete sentences to improve 
WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKH�QRYHO��,I�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�XQDQVZHUHG�TXHVWLRQV��HQJDJH�LQ�D�FODVV�
discussion to see if you or other students might be able to answer them. Students can submit this 
ZRUNVKHHW�WR�EH�DVVHVVHG�IRU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RU�UHVSRQVHV�FDQ�EH�VKDUHG�ZLWK�WKH�FODVV�� 

 
STEP TWO 
CHARACTER TRAITS AND LEADERSHIP

5HYLHZ� ZLWK� VWXGHQWV� WKH� PDQ\� ZD\V� WKDW� 9LROD� 'HVPRQG� WRRN� D� VWDQG� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� QRYHO�� +DYH�
VWXGHQWV�UHIHU�WR�VSHFLǛF�SDJHV�WR�SURYLGH�HYLGHQFH��'LVFXVV�RWKHU�OHDGHUV�WKH\�NQRZ�DERXW�DQG�WKH�PDQ\�
ZD\V�WKRVH�OHDGHUV�DOVR�WRRN�D�VWDQG��

Review positive and negative character traits with students. Inform them that character traits are not 
DOZD\V� GLUHFWO\� VWDWHG� E\� WKH� DXWKRU�� ,QVWHDG�� WKH\� DUH� RƫHQ� UHYHDOHG� WKURXJK� EHKDYLRXUV�� DǮLWXGHV��
thoughts, actions, feelings, and dialogue. 

• Teacher talk:�Ū,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�WKLQN�RI�D�SRSXODU�FKDUDFWHU�IURP�D�ERRN��'HVFULEH�WKDW�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�
provide evidence.”  

• Teacher talk:� Ū&DQ� \RX� WKLQN� RI� D� FKDUDFWHU� LQ� D� ERRN� \RXŨYH� UHDG� ZKR� KDV� FKDQJHG� IURP� WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�WR�WKH�HQG"�:KDW�ZDV�GLǚHUHQW"�:KDW�HYHQW�RU�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�FDXVHG�WKH�FKDQJH"ū 

• Teacher talk:�Ū:KDW�PDNHV�D�JRRG�OHDGHU"�'R�\RX�NQRZ�DQ\�JRRG�OHDGHUV"�:K\�GR�\RX�FDOO�WKHP�D�
good leader? What do good leaders have in common? What are some leadership qualities and traits?” 

2Q� D� FKDONERDUG�� ZKLWHERDUG�� RU� FKDUW� SDSHU�� FRPSLOH� D� OLVW� RI� FKDUDFWHU� WUDLWV� DQG� TXDOLWLHV� WKDW� 
PDNH�D�OHDGHU��

2QFH� ǛQLVKHG� WKH� GLVFXVVLRQ� RQ� OHDGHUV�� VWXGHQWV� ZLOO� ZRUN� WKURXJK� WKH� FKDUDFWHU� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� 
Worksheet #2.

1. To complete the “Exploring Character Traits” activity, students will write down four 
character traits to describe Viola Desmond in the novel. They must provide evidence 
IURP�WKH�WH[W��7KHQ��WKH\�ZLOO�FKRRVH�DQRWKHU�FKDUDFWHU�IURP�WKH�QRYHO�DQG�WKLQN�RI�IRXU�
WUDLWV�WR�GHVFULEH�WKHP��DJDLQ�SURYLGLQJ�WH[WXDO�HYLGHQFH��6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�EH�ORRNLQJ�IRU�
character traits that are displayed through actions, thoughts, feelings, and dialogue.  

2. )RU�WKH�Ū&KDUDFWHU�$QDO\VLVū�DFWLYLW\��VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�ǛOO�LQ�WKH�JUDSKLF�RUJDQL]HU�ZLWK�GHWDLOV�
that they learned about Viola Desmond from the graphic novel. (For example: she taught 
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DW�D�VHJUHJDWHG�VFKRRO��VKH�OHƫ�1RYD�6FRWLD�WR�JR�WR�EHDXW\�VFKRRO��VKH�JRW�GLYRUFHG��VKH�PRYHG�WR�WKH� 
United States, etc.)

3. On the next page — for the “How Does Viola’s Character Change?” activity — students will explore how 
Viola Desmond’s character changed from the beginning to the end of the novel. They will respond to  
the questions and provide textual evidence. Students will also explore which event(s) caused the 
 change(s) in Viola’s character. 

4. Lastly, to complete the “Why is Viola Desmond a Good Leader?” activity, students will examine the 
problem faced by Viola, how she responded to it, the resolution, the character traits she displayed, 
DQG�KHU�OHJDF\��7KHQ��WKH\�ZLOO�ZULWH�D�SDUDJUDSK�DERXW�ZKDW�PDNHV�9LROD�'HVPRQG�D�OHDGHU��)RU�WKHLU�
paragraph, students must have a topic sentence, three examples from the text, three explanations, 
and a conclusion sentence.

STEP THREE
MAKING CONNECTIONS

5HPLQG� VWXGHQWV� WKDW� ZKHQ� WKH\� PDNH� DXWKHQWLF� FRQQHFWLRQV� ZLWK� WKH� WH[W�� WKH\� JDLQ� D� GHHSHU�
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�UHDGLQJ��)RU�WKLV�FRPSUHKHQVLRQ�VWUDWHJ\��VWXGHQWV�ZLOO�PDNH�WH[W�WR�VHOI��
WH[W�WR�WH[W�� DQG� WH[W�WR�ZRUOG�FRQQHFWLRQV� WR� WKH�JUDSKLF�QRYHO��No Reason to Apologize: The Resilient 
Legacy of Viola Desmond.

• Teacher talk: 7KHUH�DUH�WKUHH�W\SHV�RI�FRQQHFWLRQV�WKDW�UHDGHUV�PDNH��WH[W�WR�VHOI��WH[W�WR�WH[W��DQG�
WH[W�WR�ZRUOG��7KHVH�FRQQHFWLRQV�KHOS�UHDGHUV�JDLQ�D�EHǮHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�UHDGLQJ��
,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�WKLQN�RI�D�ERRN�\RXŨYH�UHDG�EHIRUH��DQG�,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�PDNH�D�WH[W�WR�VHOI�FRQQHFWLRQ�� 

• What did the story remind you of?
• Could you relate to the characters or events in the story?
• Did anything in the story remind you of your own experiences?
• How did you feel while reading the story?

 
1H[W��,ŨG�OLNH�\RX�WR�PDNH�D�WH[W�WR�WH[W�FRQQHFWLRQ��7KLV�FDQ�EH�DQ\�WZR�ERRNV�\RX�KDYH�UHDG��D�ERRN�DQG�D�
SRHP��D�ERRN�DQG�DQ�DUWLFOH��D�VRQJ�DQG�D�ERRN��RU�DQ\�RWKHU�W\SH�RI�WH[W��,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�PDNH�D�FRQQHFWLRQ�
between two of them. 

• 'LG�WKH�RQH�ERRN�UHPLQG�\RX�RI�DQ\WKLQJ�LQ�DQRWKHU�ERRN��DUWLFOH��RU�SRHP�\RX� 
have read?

• How was it similar to other texts you have read?
• +RZ�ZDV�LW�GLǚHUHQW�IURP�RWKHU�WH[WV�\RX�KDYH�UHDG"
• Did a character in one text remind you of a character in another?

 
 
/DVWO\��,ŨG�OLNH�\RX�WR�PDNH�D�WH[W�WR�ZRUOG�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�D�ERRN�\RXŨYH�SUHYLRXVO\�UHDG��7KLV�
PHDQV�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�WKH�ERRN�UHPLQGHG�\RX�RI�D�UHDO�OLIH�HYHQW��
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• :KDW�GLG�WKH�ERRN�UHPLQG�\RX�RI�LQ�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG"
• How were events in the story similar to events in the real world?
• +RZ�ZHUH�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�VWRU\�GLǚHUHQW�IURP�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG"

 
Then, distribute Worksheet #3. Students are encouraged to share their responses upon completion. 

 
STEP FOUR
MAKING INFERENCES

Remind students that inferring is a comprehension strategy where readers “read between the lines.” They 
WDNH�ZKDW�WKH\�DOUHDG\�NQRZ�DERXW�D�VXEMHFW�DQG�FRPELQH�LW�ZLWK�ZKDW�WKH�WH[W�VD\V�WR�GUDZ�D�FRQFOXVLRQ��

• Teacher talk:�Ū,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�PDNH�DQ�LQIHUHQFH��,I�,�WROG�\RX�WKDW�P\�J\P�EDJ�KDV�D�EDWKLQJ�VXLW�DQG�
D�WRZHO�LQ�LW��ZKHUH�GR�\RX�WKLQN�,�DP�JRLQJ"�+RZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ"ū

 
Ū,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�PDNH�DQRWKHU� LQIHUHQFH�� ,�ZDV�RXW� IRU�D�ZDON� LQ�WKH�SDUN�DQG�0D[�UDQ�DZD\�IURP�PH�� ,�
VKRXWHG�KLV�QDPH��DQG�KH�ǛQDOO\�FDPH�EDFN�ZLWK�D�EDOO�LQ�KLV�PRXWK��:KR�LV�0D["�+RZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ"�
:K\�GLG�0D[�UXQ�DZD\"�+RZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ"ū

Students will complete Worksheet #4��)RU�WKH�ǛUVW�SDUW��WKH\�ZLOO�UHDG�WKH�WZR�H[DPSOHV�DQG�ǛOO�LQ�WKH�
JUDSKLF�RUJDQL]HU�E\�DQVZHULQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DERXW�ZKDW�WKH\�DOUHDG\�NQRZ�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�FDQ�LQIHU��)RU�WKH�
VHFRQG�SDUW��VWXGHQWV�DUH�DVNHG�WR�ORFDWH�DQG�ZULWH�GRZQ�WKUHH�VHQWHQFHV�RI�WKHLU�FKRLFH�IURP�WKH�JUDSKLF�
QRYHO��ZKDW�WKH\�DOUHDG\�NQRZ�DERXW�WKH�VXEMHFW�PDǮHU��DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�FDQ�LQIHU��

STEP FIVE
SUMMARY WRITING

7KH�6:%67�VWUDWHJ\��6RPHERG\��:DQWHG��%XW��6R��7KHQ��FDQ�EH�XVHG�WR�VXPPDUL]H�DQ\�VWRU\��6WXGHQWV�
ZLOO�XVH�WKLV�VWUDWHJ\�WR�VXPPDUL]H�WKH�JUDSKLF�QRYHO��No Reason to Apologize: The Resilient Legacy of 
Viola Desmond.  
 
Use a popular story to provide an example for students.

• Teacher talk: “/HWŨV�WKLQN�RI�ŧ7KH�7KUHH�/LǮOH�3LJVŨ�DQG�GR�DQ�H[DPSOH�WRJHWKHU�ū
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:ULWH�WKLV�RQ�WKH�FKDONERDUG�RU�WKH�ZKLWHERDUG��

Somebody (Who were the  
main characters?)

�WKH�WKUHH�OLǮOH�SLJV

Wanted (What did they want?) to live on their own

But (What was the problem?) �WZR�RI�WKH�SLJV�ZHUH�OD]\�DQG�GLGQŨW�ZRUN�KDUG

So (How did they try to solve  
the problem?)

it was easy for the big bad wolf to blow their houses down

Then (What was the resolution 
of the story?)

WKH�WZR�SLJV�UDQ�WR�WKHLU�EURWKHUŨV�EULFN�KRXVH�DQG� 
found safety

Then, put it together in a paragraph:     

,Q�WKH�IDLU\�WDOH��Ū7KH�7KUHH�/LǮOH�3LJV�ū�WKUHH�\RXQJ�SLJV�ZDQWHG�WR�JR�RXW�LQWR�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG�OLYH�
RQ�WKHLU�RZQ��EXW�WZR�RI�WKH�SLJV�ZHUH�OD]\�DQG�GLGQŨW�ZRUN�KDUG�DW�EXLOGLQJ�WKHLU�KRXVHV��6R��LW�
ZDV�HDV\�IRU�WKH�ELJ�EDG�ZROI�WR�EORZ�WKHP�GRZQ��7KHQ��WKH�WZR�SLJV�UDQ�WR�WKH�EULFN�KRXVH�EXLOW�
E\�WKHLU�KDUG�ZRUNLQJ�EURWKHU�DQG�IRXQG�VDIHW\��

Once students fully understand how to write a summary using this strategy, they will complete the 
RUJDQL]HU�LQ�Worksheet #5�DQG�VXPPDUL]H�WKH�JUDSKLF�QRYHO�

 
STEP SIX 
CULMINATING TASK

Students can choose one of the three projects in Worksheet #6�WR�HLWKHU�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKHLU�NQRZOHGJH�
of Viola Desmond and her impact on Canadian history, or to use what they’ve learned from Viola in 
RUGHU�WR�WDNH�D�VWDQG�DJDLQVW�FXUUHQW�LQMXVWLFHV��6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�WKHQ�SUHVHQW�WKHLU�SURMHFWV�WR�WKH�FODVV��

Option 1:� 6WXGHQWV� FDQ�ZRUN� LQ� D� JURXS� WR� FUHDWH� D� VRFLDO� MXVWLFH� FDPSDLJQ� DQG� D� SRVWHU� WR�
accompany it. 

Option 2: 6WXGHQWV�ZLOO�ZRUN�LQ�D�JURXS�WR�FUHDWH�D�PXVHXP�H[KLELW�UHODWHG�WR�9LROD�'HVPRQG�

Option 3:�6WXGHQWV�FDQ�ZRUN�LQGLYLGXDOO\�WR�FUHDWH�D�VL[�VRQJ�VRXQGWUDFN�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�WKH�
graphic novel, No Reason to Apologize: The Resilient Legacy of Viola Desmond.
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STEP SEVEN
THE LULU ANDERSON CASE AND THE CHARLES DANIELS CASE (OPTIONAL)

+DYH� VWXGHQWV� GHǛQH� ŪUDFLDO� VHJUHJDWLRQū�� WKH� VHSDUDWLRQ� �E\� ODZ� RU� SUDFWLFH�� RI� SHRSOH� DFFRUGLQJ�
WR� WKHLU� UDFH�� 5HPLQG� VWXGHQWV� WKDW� WKLV� ZDV� RQFH� D� SUDFWLFH� WKURXJKRXW� &DQDGD�� $VN� VWXGHQWV�
ZKDW� WKH\� DOUHDG\� NQRZ� DERXW� VHJUHJDWLRQ�� $VN� WKHP� WR� SURYLGH� H[DPSOHV� RI� UDFLDO� VHJUHJDWLRQ� 
in the graphic novel. 

Divide the class in half. Assign one group the /XOX�$QGHUVRQ�DUWLFOH��E\�%DVKLU�0RKDPHG�IRU�&%&�
News) and the other group the &KDUOHV�'DQLHOV�DUWLFOH (by Rachel Ward for &%&�1HZV). Students are 
encouraged to write down any questions they have as they read through the articles. 

2QFH�ǛQLVKHG��KDYH�VWXGHQWV�FRPSOHWH�WKH�Ū&RPSDUH�DQG�&RQWUDVWū�DFWLYLW\�LQ�Worksheet #7. Each group 
will then share the details of the article they read and present their Venn Diagrams. 

• Teacher talk: “What new information did you learn about racial segregation in Canada? What did 
\RX�OHDUQ�DERXW�KRZ�%ODFN�&DQDGLDQV�KDYH�IRXJKW�EDFN�DJDLQVW� LW"�:K\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�KDYHQŨW�
learned about these individuals before today?”

 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

• “9LROD�'HVPRQG” (The Canadian Encyclopedia) 
• “5DFLDO�6HJUHJDWLRQ�RI�%ODFN�3HRSOH�LQ�&DQDGD” (The Canadian Encyclopedia) 
• “)LQGLQJ�/XOX��2QH�0DQØV�4XHVW�WR�)LQG�+LPVHOI�LQ�+LV�2ZQ�&LW\ū��7KH�<DUGV��
• “&DOJDU\ØV�8QNQRZQ�&LYLO�5LJKWV�&KDPSLRQ” (The Sprawl)
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https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/bop-bashir-mohamed-luluu-anderson-black-history-prairies-1.5897499
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/bop-bashir-mohamed-luluu-anderson-black-history-prairies-1.5897499
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/edmonton/bop-bashir-mohamed-luluu-anderson-black-history-prairies-1.5897499
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/charles-daniels-train-porter-racism-lawsuit-1.4826763
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/calgary/charles-daniels-train-porter-racism-lawsuit-1.4826763
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/viola-desmond
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/racial-segregation-of-black-people-in-canada
http://theyardsyeg.ca/finding-lulu
https://www.sprawlcalgary.com/calgarys-unknown-civil-rights-hero


Assessment LEVEL 1 
(50 – 59%)

LEVEL 2 
(60 – 69%)

LEVEL 3 
(70 – 79%)

LEVEL 4 
(80 – 89%)

LEVEL 4+
(90 – 100%)

Knowledge & 
Understanding

Student 
GHPRQVWUDWHG�OLǮOH�
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

comprehension of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes.

Student 
demonstrated some 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

comprehension of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes.

Student 
demonstrated good 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

comprehension of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes.

Student 
demonstrated great 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

comprehension of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes.

Student 
demonstrated 

outstanding 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

comprehension of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes.

Thinking & 
Inquiry

Student’s planning 
and processing 
VNLOOV�ZHUH�QRW�
HYLGHQW��VWXGHQW�

demonstrated 
critical and creative 
WKLQNLQJ�SURFHVVHV�
to a small degree.

Student’s planning 
DQG�SURFHVVLQJ�VNLOOV�

were somewhat 
HYLGHQW��VWXGHQW�

demonstrated 
critical and  

FUHDWLYH�WKLQNLQJ� 
processes to a  

satisfactory degree.

Student’s planning 
and processing 
VNLOOV�ZHUH�FOHDUO\�
HYLGHQW��VWXGHQW�

demonstrated 
critical and creative 
WKLQNLQJ�SURFHVVHV�

to a good degree.

Student’s planning 
and processing 
VNLOOV�ZHUH�YHU\�
HYLGHQW��VWXGHQW�

demonstrated 
critical and creative 
WKLQNLQJ�SURFHVVHV�

to a great degree.

Student’s planning 
DQG�SURFHVVLQJ�VNLOOV�

were extremely 
HYLGHQW��VWXGHQW�

demonstrated 
critical and  

FUHDWLYH�WKLQNLQJ 
 processes to an  

outstanding degree.

Communication

Student 
communicated their 

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes 
ZLWK�OLǮOH�GHJUHH� 
RI�SURǛFLHQF\�

Student 
communicated their 

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes 
with some degree  
RI�SURǛFLHQF\�

Student 
communicated their 

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes 
with a good degree 
RI�SURǛFLHQF\�

Student 
communicated their 

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes 
with a great degree 
RI�SURǛFLHQF\�

Student 
communicated their 

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FYRQFHSWV��

issues, and 
themes with an 

outstanding degree 
RI�SURǛFLHQF\�

Application

Student used 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes 
to complete their 
assignments with 
OLǮOH�SURǛFLHQF\�

Student used 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes 
to complete their 
assignments with 
VRPH�SURǛFLHQF\�

Student used 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes 
to complete their 

assignments with a 
good degree  
RI�SURǛFLHQF\�

Student used 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes 
to complete their 

assignments with a 
great degree  
RI�SURǛFLHQF\�

Student used 
NQRZOHGJH�DQG�

understanding of 
WKH�NH\�FRQFHSWV��

issues, and themes 
to complete their 

assignments with an 
outstanding degree 
RI�SURǛFLHQF\�
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Assessment LEVEL 1 
(50 – 59%)

LEVEL 2 
(60 – 69%)

LEVEL 3 
(70 – 79%)

LEVEL 4 
(80 – 89%)

LEVEL 4+
(90 – 100%)

Step One

Student 
demonstrated 

a limited 
understanding of 
the main idea and 
details related to 

Viola Desmond, her 
experiences with 

racial discrimination, 
and her legacy. 

Student 
demonstrated a basic 

understanding of 
the main idea and 
details related to 

Viola Desmond, her 
experiences with 

racial discrimination, 
and her legacy.

Student 
demonstrated a good 

understanding of 
the main idea and 
details related to 

Viola Desmond, her 
experiences with 

racial discrimination, 
and her legacy.

Student 
demonstrated a great 

understanding of 
the main idea and 
details related to 

Viola Desmond, her 
experiences with 

racial discrimination, 
and her legacy.

Student 
demonstrated 

an outstanding 
understanding of 
the main idea and 
details related to 

Viola Desmond, her 
experiences with 

racial discrimination, 
and her legacy.

Step Two

Student 
demonstrated 

a limited 
understanding 

of how character 
traits are revealed, 
how experiences 
and events cause 

characters to change, 
and how character  

is connected  
to leadership.

Student 
demonstrated a 

basic understanding 
of how character 

traits are revealed, 
how experiences 
and events cause 

characters to change, 
and how character  

is connected  
to leadership.

Student 
demonstrated a 

good understanding 
of how character 

traits are revealed, 
how experiences 
and events cause 

characters to change, 
and how character  

is connected  
to leadership.

Student 
demonstrated a 

great understanding 
of how character 

traits are revealed, 
how experiences 
and events cause 

characters to change, 
and how character  

is connected  
to leadership.

Student 
demonstrated 

an outstanding 
understanding 

of how character 
traits are revealed, 
how experiences 
and events cause 

characters to change, 
and how character  

is connected  
to leadership.

Step Three

Student 
GHPRQVWUDWHG�OLǮOH�
DELOLW\�WR�PDNH�ORJLFDO�

connections with  
the text.

Student 
demonstrated some 
DELOLW\�WR�PDNH�ORJLFDO�

connections with  
the text.

Student 
demonstrated a good 
DELOLW\�WR�PDNH�ORJLFDO�

connections with  
the text.

Student 
demonstrated a great  
DELOLW\�WR�PDNH�ORJLFDO�

connections with  
the text.

Student 
demonstrated an 

outstanding ability 
WR�PDNH�ORJLFDO�

connections with  
the text.

Step Four

Student 
GHPRQVWUDWHG�OLǮOH�

understanding of how 
WR�PDNH�DFFXUDWH��
FOHDUO\�VXSSRUWHG�

inferences.

Student 
demonstrated some 

understanding of how 
WR�PDNH�DFFXUDWH�� 
FOHDUO\�VXSSRUWHG�

inferences.

Student 
demonstrated a good 

understanding of how 
WR�PDNH�DFFXUDWH��
FOHDUO\�VXSSRUWHG�

inferences.

Student 
demonstrated a great  
understanding of how 
WR�PDNH�DFFXUDWH��
FOHDUO\�VXSSRUWHG�

inferences.

Student 
demonstrated 

an outstanding 
understanding of how 
WR�PDNH�DFFXUDWH��
FOHDUO\�VXSSRUWHG�

inferences.

RUBRIC – SPECIFIC
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Step Five

Student 
GHPRQVWUDWHG�OLǮOH�

understanding of 
how to accurately 

VXPPDUL]H�WKH�PDLQ�
idea and details.

Student 
demonstrated some 

understanding of 
how to accurately 

VXPPDUL]H�WKH�PDLQ�
idea and details.

Student 
demonstrated a good 

understanding of 
how to accurately 

VXPPDUL]H�WKH�PDLQ�
idea and details.

Student 
demonstrated a great 

understanding of 
how to accurately 

VXPPDUL]H�WKH�PDLQ�
idea and details.

Student 
demonstrated 

an outstanding 
understanding of 
how to accurately 

VXPPDUL]H�WKH�PDLQ�
idea and details.

Step Six 
6RXQGWUDFN

Student 
GHPRQVWUDWHG�OLǮOH�

understanding of 
events in the text and 
how to connect music 
WR�VSHFLǛF�VFHQHV�LQ�

the novel.

Student 
demonstrated some 

understanding of 
events in the text and 
how to connect music 
WR�VSHFLǛF�VFHQHV�LQ�

the novel.

Student 
demonstrated a good 

understanding of 
events in the text and 
how to connect music 
WR�VSHFLǛF�VFHQHV�LQ�

the novel.

Student 
demonstrated a great 

understanding of 
events in the text and 
how to connect music 
WR�VSHFLǛF�VFHQHV�LQ�

the novel.

Student 
demonstrated 

an outstanding 
understanding of 

events in the text and 
how to connect music 
WR�VSHFLǛF�VFHQHV�LQ�

the novel.

Step Six 
0XVHXP�
Exhibit

Student 
GHPRQVWUDWHG�OLǮOH�
NQRZOHGJH�RI�KRZ�
to plan a creative 

exhibit that connects 
to Viola Desmond’s 

experiences.

Student 
demonstrated some 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�KRZ�
to plan a creative 

exhibit that connects 
to Viola Desmond’s 

experiences.

Student 
demonstrated good 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�KRZ�
to plan a creative 

exhibit that connects 
to Viola Desmond’s 

experiences.

Student 
demonstrated great 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�KRZ�
to plan a creative 

exhibit that connects 
to Viola Desmond’s 

experiences.

Student 
demonstrated 

outstanding 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�KRZ�
to plan a creative 

exhibit that connects 
to Viola Desmond’s 

experiences.

Step Six 
Social 

Justice 
Campaign

Student 
GHPRQVWUDWHG�OLǮOH�
NQRZOHGJH�RI�D�

current social justice 
issue and actions to 
WDNH�WR�DFKLHYH� 
social justice.

Student 
demonstrated some 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�D�

current social justice 
issue and actions to 
WDNH�WR�DFKLHYH� 
social justice.

Student 
demonstrated good 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�D�

current social justice 
issue and actions to 
WDNH�WR�DFKLHYH� 
social justice.

Student 
demonstrated great 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�D�

current social justice 
issue and actions to 
WDNH�WR�DFKLHYH� 
social justice.

Student 
demonstrated 

outstanding 
NQRZOHGJH�RI�D�

current social justice 
issue and actions to 
WDNH�WR�DFKLHYH� 
social justice.

Step Seven

Student 
GHPRQVWUDWHG�OLǮOH�

understanding of 
how to accurately 

compare and contrast 
two individuals in a 

detailed manner.

Student 
demonstrated some 

understanding of 
how to accurately 

compare and contrast 
two individuals in a 

detailed manner.

Student 
demonstrated a good 

understanding of 
how to accurately 

compare and contrast 
two individuals in a 

detailed manner.

Student 
demonstrated a great 

understanding of 
how to accurately 

compare and contrast 
two individuals in a 

detailed manner.

Student 
demonstrated 

an excellent 
understanding of 
how to accurately 

compare and contrast 
two individuals in a 

detailed manner.
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