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CHAPTER 1

The Case  
for Voting
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CHAPTER 2

Setting the STAGE 
FOR SUFFRAGE
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BUT THERE WAS A BIG BROUHAHA.  
A REFORM PARTY POLITICIAN LOST THE 

ELECTION. HE COMPLAINED THAT SEVEN WOMEN 
VOTED AGAINST HIM. JUST SEVEN. 
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CHAPTER 3

Meet Emily Stowe
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EMILY FACED CONTROVERSY FOR  
HER VIEWS. AT THE TIME, IT WAS UNUSUAL  

AND COURAGEOUS TO PROMOTE SUCH  
RADICAL IDEAS. 
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CHAPTER 4

The Women’s  
Temperance Movement
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CHAPTER 5

Meet 
Nellie McClung
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CHAPTER 6

Suffrage Heats Up
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CHAPTER 7

Meet  
Flora MacDonald Denison
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ONE OF THE 
MANY WOMEN 

JOURNALISTS WHO 
WROTE ABOUT  
THE FIGHT FOR  
THE VOTE WAS  

FLORA 
MACDONALD 

DENISON.  
 

SHE BECAME AN 
IMPORTANT PART  
OF THE SUFFRAGE 

STORY.

  BORN IN ONTARIO, IN 1867, FLORA FIRST WORKED  
  AS A TEACHER AND A REPORTER. THEN, AFTER   
  MOVING TO TORONTO IN 1893, SHE BECAME A  
  DRESSMAKER AT A LARGE CLOTHING COMPANY.  
	  IN 1905,SHE OPENED HER OWN SUCCESSFUL  
                      DRESSMAKING BUSINESS.

AFTER A DECADE OR MORE, FLORA BECAME 
INCREASINGLY CONCERNED WITH HOW POORLY 
WORKING WOMEN WERE TREATED IN  
THE GARMENT INDUSTRY.

SHE WROTE 
ARTICLES, 

SPOKE OUT ON 
THEIR BEHALF, 

AND CRITICIZED 
THE ECONOMIC 
SYSTEM WHERE 

“HUNDREDS  
GO UNDER  

THAT A FEW 
MAY BE ON 

TOP.” 

FLORA HAD STRONG VIEWS ABOUT WOMEN’S RIGHTS. 
SHE BELIEVED EVERYONE SHOULD WORK, TREAT 

OTHERS WITH RESPECT, AND SEE ONE ANOTHER AS 
COMPANIONS. SHE BECAME AN EARLY EQUAL  

              RIGHTS FEMINIST.

Giving women equal 
rights will make us 
partners with men, 

not opponents. 

FOR THE FIRST TIME, WOMEN  
PUNCHED THE CLOCK, 

JUST LIKE THE MEN
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IN SEPTEMBER, 1906, FLORA BEGAN WRITING A WEEKLY 
SUFFRAGE COLUMN IN THE TORONTO WORLD.  
HER WORDS SUPPORTED MANY OF THE WOMEN WHO 
WORKED FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE AND INSPIRED  
MANY READERS TO THINK CAREFULLY  
ABOUT THE ISSUE.

IN 1911, FLORA BECAME 
PRESIDENT OF THE 

CANADIAN SUFFRAGE 
ASSOCIATION. SHE 

TRAVELLED TO SEVERAL 
CITIES TO SPEAK IN 

SUPPORT OF WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE.

FLORA SUPPORTED EMMELINE 
PANKHURST, THE LEADING FIGURE 

IN THE BRITISH SUFFRAGE 
MOVEMENT WHO ADVOCATED 

MILITARISM. 

FLORA USED HER OWN MONEY TO SPONSOR 
EMMELINE PANKHURST ON A SPEAKING  

TOUR TO CANADA. 

IN 1913, FLORA TRAVELLED TO LONDON TO ATTEND 
A MASSIVE WOMEN’S RIGHTS PROTEST MEETING.

I hope militancy will 
be avoided in Canada, 

but the only way is  
to give Canadian 
women the vote.
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WOMEN IN THE CANADIAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION BELIEVED FLORA 
SUPPORTED MILITANCY AND VIOLENT PROTEST.

That’s not what  
I said.  

I am not promoting 
violence.

 
IN 1914, 

FLORA WAS FORCED 
TO RESIGN AS PRESIDENT OF 

THE CANADIAN SUFFRAGE ASSOCIATION. 
NEVERTHELESS, SHE CONTINUED TO SUPPORT 

SUFFRAGE AND INFLUENCED THE VIEWS OF MANY 
WOMEN THROUGH HER WRITINGS.

She believes violence 
is the means 
 to an end.



CHAPTER 8

Charlotte,  
First World War Nurse
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But what about  
the federal vote?  
Did women only 
 get the vote in  
the provinces?

Good question. 
The answer 

revolves around 
the First World 

War.

Had women stood  
shoulder to shoulder with 
men in thinking out world 
problems, this war would 

never have been.

WAR BROKE OUT IN AUGUST 1914 AND SOME SUFFRAGISTS CALLED ON WOMEN TO OPPOSE THE WAR. 
RATHER, SUFFRAGE ACTIVITY DECREASED AS PEOPLE TURNED THEIR ENERGIES TO SUPPORTING  

THE WAR EFFORT. EVERYONE BELIEVED THE WAR SHOULD BE THEIR NUMBER ONE PRIORITY.
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My mother Charlotte 
went to war as a 
volunteer nurse. 

CHARLOTTE WAS SINGLE AND 23 WHEN WAR 
BROKE OUT. SHE KNEW WOMEN WERE NEEDED TO 
FILL IN THE GAPS LEFT BY THE MEN. GROUPS OF 
WOMEN WORKED HARD SEWING, KNITTING, AND 

MAKING BANDAGES FOR THE MEN AT THE FRONT 
AND SUPPLIES USED IN MILITARY HOSPITALS. 
THEY RAISED MONEY AND SENT EQUIPMENT 

OVERSEAS TOO.

AMAZING NEWFOUNDLAND VOLUNTEERS KNIT UP  
A STORM FOR THE WAR EFFORT, 1914-1916.

CANADIAN WOMEN WORKING WITH AID 
AGENCIES CONTRIBUTED SEWING AND 

BANDAGES TO THE FRONT LINES.
WOMEN VOLUNTEERED IN LOCAL HOSPITALS.
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CHARLOTTE TRAINED TO BE A NURSE 
BEFORE WAR BROKE OUT, SO SHE KNEW 
      WHAT SHE WANTED TO DO.

SOME WOMEN TOOK ON NON-TRADITIONAL ROLES AS 
FARMETTES, HELPING TO HARVEST CROPS. LATER IN THE 

WAR, OTHERS BEGAN WORKING IN FACTORIES. 

SHE WAS POSTED TO A CANADIAN MEDICAL 
HOSPITAL IN FRANCE AND BECAME ONE OF 2,504 

CANADIAN NURSES—ONE-THIRD OF ALL  
THE QUALIFIED NURSES IN CANADA— 

TO SERVE OVERSEAS. 

Hey, are 
you the new 
Bluebirds?

Bluebird?

Blue 
uniform, 

white veil. 
Just like a 
bluebird!
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CHARLOTTE WENT TO WORK. SHE MET WOUNDED 
SOLDIERS, CLEANED THEIR POST-SURGICAL 

WOUNDS, BANDAGED AND RE-BANDAGED, OFFERED 
COMFORT, AND ASSISTED IN SURGERY.

CONDITIONS WERE 
DIFFICULT. 

Sister, I need 
something for  

the pain.

I’m sorry. I don’t 
have anything. 
Our supplies  
are so low.

THE WAR DRAGGED ON.  
BY 1916, MORE 

MEN WERE 
ENCOURAGED 

TO ENLIST. THE 
ROLES OF WOMEN 
CHANGED. THEY 

JOINED THE 
REGULAR WORK 

FORCE, MOVING 
INTO MALE DOMAINS, 

SUCH AS CIVIL 
OFFICES, BANKS, AND 

MUNITION FACTORIES. 
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YOUNG, SINGLE WOMEN LIVED 
ON THEIR OWN. SOCIETY 

WASN’T AS PREOCCUPIED WITH 
ENFORCING THE “GENDER RULES.” 

POLITICIANS COMPLIMENTED 
WOMEN ON THEIR EFFORTS 

THROUGHOUT THE WAR. 
EVERYONE’S MIND FOCUSED  

ON THE EPIC BATTLES  
OVERSEAS—AND SURVIVAL.

IN THREE YEARS, OVER ONE MILLION CANADIAN MEN HAD VOLUNTEERED FOR THE WAR. BY 1917,  
OVER 30,000 CANADIANS HAD DIED IN THE WAR OR BEEN BADLY WOUNDED. THERE WERE FEWER  

AND FEWER MEN SIGNING UP TO FIGHT. IT BECAME A CRISIS.

MORE AND MORE CANADIANS ARE DYING.  
OUR CONSERVATIVE GOVERNMENT HAD 

PROMISED NOT TO FORCE NEW BOYS TO GO 
OVERSEAS, REMEMBER? BUT NOW PRIME 

MINISTER BORDEN HAS CHANGED HIS MIND 
ABOUT CONSCRIPTION. HE SAYS HE DOESN’T 

WANT OUR LOSSES TO BE IN VAIN, THAT  
WE AND OUR ALLIES NEED TO KEEP ON 

FIGHTING. BUT HIS DECISION IS CAUSING  
GREAT DISAGREEMENT BETWEEN CANADIAN 

FAMILIES AND BETWEEN THE FRENCH 
 AND THE ENGLISH.
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Conscription 
non.

Yes to 
conscription.

PRIME MINISTER BORDEN LINKED 
HIS CONSERVATIVE PARTY WITH 

SOME LIBERAL AND INDEPENDENT 
MEMBERS WHO WERE PRO-

CONSCRIPTION, AND RE-NAMED  
IT THE UNION GOVERNMENT.  

THEN HE CALLED AN ELECTION  
ON DECEMBER 17, 1917,  

SO CANADIANS COULD HAVE  
THEIR SAY. IF THEY ELECTED  

HIM, THEY SUPPORTED 
CONSCRIPTION. IF DEFEATED, 

CONSCRIPTION 
WOULD BE SET ASIDE. 

CHARLOTTE RECEIVED NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS FROM HER 
FRIENDS. MANY WOMEN JOURNALISTS ARGUED THAT 
PRIME MINISTER BORDEN SHOULD GIVE 
ALL WOMEN THE RIGHT TO VOTE 
FOR CONSCRIPTION. WOMEN WERE 
CONTRIBUTING IN SO MANY WAYS  
TO THE WAR EFFORT. IT ONLY 
SEEMED FAIR  
THEY SHOULD  
HAVE A SAY 
ON THIS VITAL 
ISSUE.

FRENCH FAMILY ENGLISH FAMILY

THE WAR 
HAD NOT 
STOPPED. 

CHARLOTTE 
WAS 

SUMMONED 
BACK TO  

THE WARD.
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Sir, women in the armed 
forces support conscription. 

You need those votes. I 
suggest you pass a special 

act.

Hmmmm…

IN AUGUST, 1917, BORDEN ANNOUNCED THAT 
WOMEN IN THE ARMED FORCES AND NURSES 

DESERVED THE RIGHT TO VOTE BECAUSE  
OF THEIR SACRIFICE. THE GOVERNMENT  

PASSED THE MILITARY VOTERS ACT THAT 
GAVE THE VOTE TO “ALL BRITISH SUBJECTS, 

WHETHER MALE OR FEMALE” WHO WERE IN 
THE ARMED FORCES. SUDDENLY, ABOUT 2000 
ARMY NURSES BECAME THE FIRST WOMEN TO 

GET THE FEDERAL FRANCHISE. ONE MONTH 
LATER, BORDEN PASSED THE WARTIME 

ELECTIONS ACT. THIS GAVE THE VOTE TO  
THE WIVES, WIDOWS, MOTHERS, AND SISTERS 

OF SOLDIERS SERVING OVERSEAS.

SUFFRAGISTS REMAINED FRUSTRATED. 
THESE ACTS ONLY GAVE SOME WOMEN 

THE RIGHT TO VOTE. IT ALSO ONLY 
GAVE THEM THE RIGHT TO VOTE  

IN THAT SPECIFIC ELECTION.
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  IN RESPONSE, BORDEN PROMISED ALL WOMEN  
THE FEDERAL VOTE PERMANENTLY  
  IF HE AND HIS PARTY,  
   THE UNION PARTY,  
     WERE ELECTED. 

CANADIAN MILITARY VOTING STATION, FRANCECANADIAN MILITARY VOTING STATION, FRANCE

IN DECEMBER 1917,  
CANADIAN WOMEN VOTED FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER IN  

A FEDERAL ELECTION. CHARLOTTE WAS THRILLED. 

FROM COAST TO COAST, WOMEN LINED UP 
TO VOTE, MOST FOR THE FIRST TIME.

ALTOGETHER, OVER HALF A MILLION WOMEN 
VOTED IN THE ELECTION.
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BORDEN HAD A MANDATE FOR CONSCRIPTION. 

WOULD THE UNION GOVERNMENT NOW FULFILL ITS PROMISE 
OF SUFFRAGE TO CANADIAN WOMEN? 

THE RESULTS WERE CONCLUSIVE. THE LIBERALS ELECTED 82  
WHILE THE UNIONISTS ELECTED 153 MEMBERS. 



CHAPTER 9

The Hard Road  
to Success
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But only some 
women got the 

right to vote—and 
temporarily. 

That’s right.
What happened after  

the war ended?

THOSE SERVING IN THE WAR 
EFFORT FINALLY CAME HOME.

THE JOB GAPS WOMEN FILLED 
WERE MOSTLY GIVEN BACK  

TO THE MEN. 

LATE IN 1918, THE WARTIME ELECTIONS 
ACT WAS REVOKED.

NOW WOMEN WERE DETERMINED NOT TO LET THINGS RETURN  
TO THE PAST. THE WAR HAD INCREASED THE PUBLIC’S 
SUPPORT FOR SUFFRAGISTS. MANY CANADIANS NOW 

BELIEVED WOMEN WHO SERVED THEIR COUNTRY SHOULD  
BE ALLOWED TO VOTE. FEW PEOPLE NOW ARGUED AGAINST 

THE PRINCIPLE THAT ALL WOMEN DESERVED THE VOTE.

WAR-WEARY TROOPS FINALLY 
BEGAN TO LEAVE EUROPE  
AND HEAD HOME.
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IN MAY 1918,  
THE GOVERNMENT PASSED AN 
ACT GIVING WOMEN THE RIGHT 

TO VOTE IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS. 
THERE WERE RESTRICTIONS: 

THEY HAD TO BE 21 OR OLDER, 
NOT ALIEN-BORN, AND HAD TO 

MEET PROPERTY REQUIREMENTS 
IN THE PROVINCES WHERE THEY 
EXISTED. WOMEN COULD ALSO 

STAND FOR THE HOUSE OF 
COMMONS.

SOME WOMEN, HOWEVER, WERE STILL 
LEFT OUT COMPLETELY. WOMEN OF 
COLOUR AND INDIGENOUS WOMEN  

COULD NOT VOTE.

SUFFRAGISTS HAD TO KEEP FIGHTING FOR THE RIGHT TO 
VOTE PROVINCIALLY. WOMEN IN THE PRAIRIES COULD VOTE. 

*WHEN THE TERRITORY WAS FORMED 

THE LAST PROVINCE IN CANADA TO GIVE WOMEN  
THE RIGHT TO VOTE WAS QUEBEC, IN 1940.

THÉRÈSE CASGRAINTHÉRÈSE CASGRAIN
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  IN 1960, THE FRANCHISE WAS FINALLY EXTENDED TO ALL INDIGENOUS PEOPLE.     
                     THEN ALL WOMEN IN CANADA, OF EVERY RACE AND RELIGION,  
                                            COULD VOTE IN FEDERAL ELECTIONS.



CHAPTER 10

Casting  
a Ballot
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So you see, 
Bridget …

I know, I know.  
I’d never really thought 

about voting before.  
I just took it for granted.

Yeah. Guilty 
as charged. 

We really owe all those 
tenacious women big 
time. They refused to 

give up their right  
to vote. 

Well, you know 
the best way 

to thank them, 
right?

END





Suffrage:   
Canadian Women and the Vote
Prior to women getting the vote, this is the way things used to be:

In Canada, people believed only those with property should  
have the right to vote. They had something at stake when  
decisions were made. The main political parties agreed.

If a couple co-owned a property they shared one vote.  
The man retained the right to cast that vote.

Wages earned by women still went to their husbands. 

Women fought for social reform. Suffragists rose up.  
They wanted to vote. They wanted to create change.

Read about the epic struggles, the years of hard 
work and perseverance and the prejudice  
women faced fighting for the most important,  
basic, democratic right—to vote.
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