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Halifax Harbour
December 6, 1917

What are they
doing? They are [N —
out of their lane. = Those idiots.
| . S They need to get

out of the way.










Fishermen from as far as Boston heard
the blast after the Mont Blanc blew up.




The shock waves broke
windows in Truro, Nova Scotia,
some 100 km away.

Black residents of Africville were
forced to leave their homes due to
the destruction of the community.

The Davis household wasn’t
spared. It sustained as much
damage as many others.




d  The Davis Home

She’s safe. Oh, My Viola
thank the Lord. was spared.

The Lord has
great plans for
her one day.




THE DARK MIRROR |
OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND |




But | paid
for my ticket.
I've got it
right here.

Take a look
around and
you'll see.

You are
sitting in the
wrong seat. You will
have to move.

You don't
understand. You
can’t sit here.

You people have
to sit in the balcony.
This is reserved.

pay the difference
in the ticket.

Reserved

A\ for what? Sk







=/ Ohwow!

’ =~ Viola, | look

You're better
at doing hair
than | gave you
credit for!

You might
be able to get that
dream salon of yours
afterall...




Hammonds Plains Public School
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1932

Name the
provinces of Canada.
All together now.

British Columbia, Alberta,
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario,
Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia,
and Prince Edward Island.

Because here
we are healthy
and free.

What's the
best country
in the world?

Because here
we are healthy
and free!

Everyone,
form a circle.




Name one of the
original provinces.
Michael?

Ummmmm...
New Brunswick.

Very good.
Mary, you throw

| ask you a question
and the person | throw
the ball to answers.
Gotit?

Correct. Now you
throw the ball Good.
to someone else. Your turn
to throw.

Nova Scotia!




What year was i

Confederation?

How old is
our country?
Michael?

d. Sixty-five
years.

Oh? Mr. Nixon,
| didn’t see you there.

Pretend I'm one
of the students.

So, who lived in
Halifax when the
British arrived?

Coloured
people?

the United States.

Yes, but not that many.
Mainly slaves escaping

Canada

\ bhadslaves? J




This lesson isn’t about
slavery, Frederick.
Who founded Halifax?

Miss Davis.
Be careful.

Edward
Cornwallis!

Nobody likes a
brown-noser, Mary.

That's enough
teaching for today.
Class dismissed.

Ball, Miss
Davis.

We have twenty
minutes left.

Just what do
you think you
were doing?

Teaching. I'm
their teacher.

They weren’t
learning. They
were playing.

And talking about
slavery. How will
that help them?

It’s part of
history. Their
history.

You’ll only
get them
upset.
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Coloured children
need a calm influence
to soothe their
savage blood.

You’re headstrong.
Don’t listen. You've
been a problem.

Most of these children
won’t finish high school.
Slavery? You are here
to teach reading, writing,
and arithmetic. That's it.

4o V

L~

Your last
position...

I wasn’t
let go.

You felt the
textbooks weren’t Besides, where could
good enough. We won’t have you go? You're light but
Wanted new ones. | can’t pass for white,

ou back next year.
y Y pretty as you are, Viola.

We want teachers who
follow direction.

They were old,

missing pages,

and not enough
of them...




You can keep
your job but you need
to be sweeter, more
accommodating...

| can do

what | want, Remember
when | want. that.

Don't
touch me.

Stay away, > : h
Mr. Nixon. my mother

out of this.

Watch your
tone, Missy.

Pride goeth
before a fall, Viola.
You think you can talk
like this because
you're half-white?

Sorry. | forgot
my notebook.
...Oh, Mr. Nixon.
Have a good
day now.

I'm just leaving,
Mary. Miss Davis
and | have finished
our business here.

Are you okay,
Miss Davis?




|. Montreal, Quebec, 1936

Let’s have a sleepover
and give each other
facials to prepare for
the test on Monday.

I'll make up
flash cards about
hair colour, dyes,

and textures.

Ma mére
will make
tourtiére.

llove it
here.

Nothing like
Halifax?

It's so
much bigger.

Maybe you
can stay after
graduation.

I’'m going to
the States to learn

how to style coloured
people’s hair. %

You’re so light
maybe you can
pass for white?

( 1wouldn't
even try.

~...You go to

New York City

and learn from
the best.

| want to see

New Haven,
Connecticut,

No Paris
or Rome?

my mom’s

hometown.

of boats. Titanic?

Speaking of
chills. That man is
watching us.




»
I . i‘
Looks like

they are
friends.

Charlie, Meredith.

Meet my boyfriend,
Jack Desmond.

A pleasure.
Thought you lived
in Halifax.

I do. | missed
Viola so much,
I drove all night

to see her.

We're going
to split. Leave
you two alone.

I'll be home in
a few weeks.

Nice to
meet you, Jack.
See you, V.

Did you
really miss me
that much?

Viola. | can’t
stop thinking
about you.

19



That is
so sweet.
r ’
I guess I'm
just an old
cornball.

But you're
my cornball.

I didn’t come
here only because
I missed you...
| mean...

Viola Davis.
Will you
marry me?

| can’t wait
to tell them
at school.

You mean, you're
still planning on
going to classes?

As my wife,
you won't have
to work.

You know
when |
finish here,

I’'m off to
hairdressing school
in the States.

I'd give up
everything to
be your wife?

Yeah,
I know but
I thought...




we'll have lots of
time for babies and
chicken pot pie.

Jack, I want to
be a beautician
and a wife.

What about -
=\ having babies? |

Ilike it
when you
say babies.

I do like
chicken
pot pie.

We're going to
have fun together.
When the I can’t wait to

babies come, be your wife.
I'll stay home.

You really did
say that? I'm
not dreaming?

I’'m never
taking off
this ring.

Now that’s
a promise | can
get behind.

21
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rstand. You
can't sit here.

| can pay the
difference in
the ticket.

I’'m not
moving.
| have
the right to
sit here.

You are sitting
in the wrong
seat. You will
have to move.

But |
paid for my
ticket.

I've got it
right here.

Take a look
around and
you'll see.

You people have
to sit in the balcony.
This is reserved.

I’ll have to get
the manag
Mr. MacNeil.




I’'m not going

23



Vi's Beauty Salon
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 1946

Vi, you make
me look so good,
| think | have a chance
with Cary Grant.

Since when do
you want to be
kissing up to
a white man?

Cary Grant
is a star and
white hot.

That makes
him special.

Rose, you're
too good for
that man.

woman, Mrs. Reid.
I’m no actress.

You're our local
star. You went to
Broadway, but you
came back. Why?

S
You saying you 1 &.-' ) .
wouldn’t put a little | {j : 1 was just going
of that cream in 2 ] to school. | was
your coffee? | e %ﬂ,é 5' always coming back.

This is
my home.

You're pretty
enough to be
an actress.

24

How many
coloured women
you see starring with
Humphrey Bogart?

There was
Hattie McDaniel. She
won the Oscar.

She won for
playing a slave.

She played
a maid.




A slave.
A maid. Same
thing.

Don’t be so
stuck up!

\
J o. \
g

I'm not being
stuck up.

)

Coloured

- thought, Rose.
people can

do better. l

Hold that

Yes, this is the
owner. How may
I help you?

Yes, | have products
for coloured women.
| can drive it up to you

next Saturday.

Wonderful.
I'll deliver three
cases for you.

Thank you.
Bye.



That’s my

third order

this month! This one’s
in Sydney.

Road trip
for you and
Jack then?

| don’t need
Jack... oh, you know
what | mean.

26

...and you
have your school,
and make cosmetics
and wigs and...

He doesn’t
need to come
with me.

/

I'm fine
on my own.

He has his
barbershop. |
have my salon.

So, when do
you get time
to be a wife?

There’s
plenty of time
for that.

Time is
going to pass
you by if you're
not careful.

I’'m always
careful.




New Glasgow, Nova Scotia
November 8, 1946

— T —

What on earth
can that be? I hope
it isn’t serious.

Your car’s got
| got good news ST indigestion and we’re

and bad news. What | out of Pepto.
you want first?

- Tell me the :

bad news.




The good news is
| can fix her, but
we don’t have the

parts here. -

Where am | You drove all the

way here without
your husband?

New Glasgow,

Pictou County.

you from?

It’s not
that far. | can
handle it.

| can have
you fixed up but

Why don’t e Why not
you take in go tonight?

not until nine >
a movie?

o’clock tonight.
Great idea.

llove Y You know what’s
. movies. laying?
Guess I'll stay in pleying
a motel tonight
and come by in

the morning.

We got a
pretty place, the
Roseland. Even
got a balcony.
What’s there
to do here? Any
good eating?

Nah.
Small town.

The Dark
Mirror. Olivia
de Havilland.




Olivia de Havilland.
My favourite actress.

THE DARK MIRROR
OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND

Q. %
=
wy T
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You don’t
understand. You
can't sit here.

Reserved
for what?

Take a look
around and
you'll see.

Miss.
Miss.

You are sitting in the
wrong seat. You will
have to move.

But | paid for
my ticket. I've got it
right here.

Why not? | can
pay the difference
in the ticket.

You people have to
sit in the balcony.
This is reserved.

I'll have to get
the manager,
Mr. MacNeil.

I'm not moving.
I have the right
to sit here.




| have to ask you
to leave this section
of the theatre.

I’'m not going

I’'m warning
you, | have called
the police.
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Mrs.
Desmond.

You are charged
with defrauding the
province of Nova Scotia
of one cent.

You are
found guilty.

The fine is $20, plus
$6 for Mr. MacNeil’s
court costs.

Or you will
spend no less than
30 days in jail.




%ﬂ CEI ]

| wonder if a part
of you thinks you're
better than others.

The Desmond Apartment
After the Arrest

I spent
the night in
jail, Jack.

Thereisn’t a
part of you that
wants special
treatment?

i ]
MR §\\i\

Im}“ rl n
Getting to choose : Different

where to sit isn’t
special treatment.

We livein
towns have Canada.

different rules. It should

be the same
everywhere.

Not if you're
a Negro.

I'd get all the
coloured people to sit
on the main floor.

What if they
didn’t want to?
Maybe they like

the balcony?

How would they
know? They never
get the chance
to decide.

You thlnk
there should
be asign?

Yes. It would
be simpler to
understand.

==




...as long as you
- don’t rock the boat.
Nothing’s

You made that clear.
gonna change. Whites stick to
whites. We keep

to our own.

Tell my
parents that.

Your family’s
different. There's
no harmin races

staying together...

You wouldn’t have
hurt your leg if you’d
stayed home.

You forgot
You had to yourself, girl. You forgot
drive to Sydney that some
on your own. whites hate us.

| just can’t believe ;
it could happen here \ | never wanted you

in Canada. To me. || tokeep working. This
proves | was right.

Now you have
a wife who's

been to jail. And that

$20 fine.

If | didn’t pay, Most Negroes
I'd still be in ]al)l. would be serving
Is that better? 30 days.

We're business owners!
We have money.

You’re hurting.
I understand.

Thank God I’'m asking you
you had the to take it to the

money. Lord in prayer.







i8]
The Halifax Chorus

misery loves
company.

Why does she
have to go back
to court? She been
charged and
paid the fine.

She’s
uppity.
She’s a light-skinned
gal who thinks
what happens to
her happens to us.

She’s been
discriminated
against, just
like us.

Like us? You
got a college

education.

Viola's nice
and all but she has
airs. Went to some

fancy school.

Us Negroes
can’t afford
that.

I’'ma
coloured man,
not a Negro.

- What’s wrong
a with Negro?

A Negrois
a slave owned
by the Massa.

Man, you just
like the Desmond
woman.

We all came
from slaves. No
shame init.

Forgot who
you are. Coloured.
Negro. Coon. Darky.
Gollywog.

That's what
the Brits called us
during the war.
Why can’t
they use our
God-given name?

I'm from
Loyalist
stock.

Yeah, and
they came
from slaves.




That God-given She wasn’t
name is our slave I don’t want going to change
name given to us to go to a movie and anyone’s mind about

by our owners. sit next to a white man letting Negroes sit

who wouldn’t say downstairs.
boo to me.

That woman
just had to make
a point.

And what
point was it?

You don't sit
with us then | have to
ask, what’s wrong with
me and right with
white people?

Instead of
blaming her for
wanting more, blame
those who tell us
we can’t have it.

She’s got And don’t
more than all of us. . forget the
Vi's got plenty school.

of business.

That’s right.
They got money from
barbering, hairdos,
and teaching...

and no kids
neither.

All that
money goes
to them.




Pittman,
you fought for Point is, Viola She’s thinking
Shisicotmtsy: thinks she knows about herself.
what | want and
Youshould be N she don’t.
able to go into
a diner and have
a cup of coffee.

She wouldn’t sit
with other Negroes
and that’s saying
something.

White men like it
That we should have when we’re quiet and
the right to sit fight among ourselves.
where we want?
But fair for
some should

No. She’s saying be fair for all.

she’s better than us.

No... We drag You’re just
our own down. aregular
Shakespeare. F—

You watch
I’'m tired of it. People will
being the good, think you're a
coloured boy. Communist.
Just keep it
down and don’t
rock the boat.
We're just fine.

...She does
have pretty

hair, though. That she does.

Good hair.




Jack. I've invited
Reverend Oliver
and Pearleen over
for tea.

The Desmond Residence
Late November 1946

/' I’'m happy
\ you're here.

| think
we could use
your prayers

tonight.
We know

about New
Glasgow.

[ We’re here to
support her.

I'm glad.
Thank you
for praying

for us.

Jack,
think about
James 2:20.

“But wilt thou
know, vain man,
that faith without
works is dead.”

We want

How do you
win a fight when you
don’t know the rules?
Jim Crow is here in
Nova Scotia.

In the States
I know where | stand.
Here they make it up
as they go along.

Viola to appeal
the conviction
against her.

42

When do we say
enough? Bill and me
won’t let this happen
again. Not without

The Nova Scotia
National Association
for the Advancement of
Coloured People is
behind Viola.

If this was the
South you wouldn’t
have made it out
of jail alive.

It's not
safe. It's just
not safe.

Ishea
Negro?
We got all
the costs covered.
And a lawyer.

Coloured
lawyers are
hard to find.




wﬂ B ] l ka
» What do we
want? People
will get angry.

If we stay
silent, we let

White folks.

1,
Who's We get along.

going to be
angry?

Everything
is not fine. Being
tolerated isn’t
enough.

Things are quiet.

people disrespect
our right to live
A\ with dignity.

What about
forgiveness?

Forgiveness isn’t
absolution, Jack.

I just don’t
know what we
gain by going
to court.

Freedom. |

Freedom from what?
Nobody said life was
supposed to be easy.

shouldn’t be
hard to just
live, either.

This is bigger
than you two.
It’s a movement.
Are you with us?

I’'m trying
to do the
right thing.

I grew upin
New Glasgow. There
are some good people but
they stand aside when
violence happens.

White men loved
beating the tar out of us.
| watched them build the
Roseland Theatre and never
thought I'd get to watch
amovie there.

In the balcony, yes.
For once, | was above the
whites. | hoped the theatre
would stop them boys but
movies cost money.

Beating a Negro
came free. Jim Crow
is alive and well. The

law doesn’t think
that’s wrong.

43



“Through You
Jack. Come on,

we will push down our
enemies. For | will not

trust in my bow, nor shall
my sword save me.

everyone.

saved us from our enemies
and have put to shame those
who hated us. In God, we boast
all day long, and praise
Your name forever.”

THE CLARION

DECEMBER
NEW GLASGOW, N.S.

—
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After the Appeal Failed Viola Desmond I can’t go
Late January 1947 on the cover of anywhere mt‘hout
The Clarion too many people staring
damn times. at me. Me!

Too many
damn times. |

I didn’t bring
anything into our
lives that wasn’t

already there.

Being treated like

we don’t matter

is tiring. | wanted
to feel human.

You let pride
run you. | don’t know
why the Reverend
supported this
foolish decision.
Because it
was right.

Your white
lawyer messed
up. You lost.
We waited
too long to

appeal.
He should

have known that.
But you can’t
leave it.

Miss “Take Action” ‘
Desmond has to go = You lost again

all the way to the and want to go
Supreme Court. back for more?

the conviction 4
overturneq. What's |-l i [ customers you seen?
wrong with that? ' Numbers have dropped.
Men don’t come for a
shave and a haircut.

It’s because
of you and your
selfishness.

Now, we
struggle.
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Who says | want to

it can't get move on. So,
better? let’s move on.

We're worse g

off now than : Better than
before. N what, Vi? What
v do you want?

That’s
exactly what
I want.

We can start that
family we've been
talking about.

What about
Montreal? | have
friends there.
We could
open a salon and
a barbershop.
We'd do well.

Well...

I wasn’t
thinking we’d be
together, Vi.




1 told you
to take it to
the Lord. You | asked you
didn'’t listen. to support me
and you didn’t
listen.

Just once
you could have

- 1 couldn’t
listened to me.

roll over, not
anymore.

I'm your
husband and
you're supposed
to love, honour,
and obey.

I'll pack a bag
and stay with
my parents.

What? You
don’t have to
leave right now.

I do.
Yes, | do.
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It wasn’t
even about
being Black. You know
: it was. You're like
a slave that’s happy
he gets to eat.

I'll sell the
salon and start
over. Don’t worry
about me.

I’ll always
worry about
you.

You'll find
out what ugly
is, Vi.

Outin the
world where
everyone knows
who you are.

You should
have cared when
it mattered.

prideful.

You know
why nobody
is coming to

the shop?




You don't.
You think you’re one of
us but you think you’re
better than us.

No, you're
not black
or white.

You want what
white people have
and think we want

the same things.
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We don't
want the
attention.

You're talking
about yourself.

1 am like them.
We are happy
as we are.

A whole world is
out of reach because
of our colour. Why
can't we get the
same things?

You haven't
lived like a
\ black woman.

The town is
upset. Go. Leave
us poor Negroes

to our scraps.
P Conquer

the world.
Good luck.

I don’t need : L
luck. I have skills, o
education.

Okay. But to white
You're special. people, you're still a
We know. Because troublesome nig...
you're light. You have -
advantages.

50
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Halifax Train Station
September 1957

Who lets their
dog poop on the
platform and

leaves it there? | guess | haven’t

missed the train?

What a
world we
live in now.

Where are
Mind if | you off to this
sit down? fine day?




No ring. | guess
you're going
on your own.

I’'m heading to
New Germany.
Teacher.

What are you
reading there?

Man'’s Search
for Meaning.

War.
The Holocaust.
How to find
forgiveness...

And me heading
to New Germany.
Coincidence?

I'd like to
read my book
if that’s okay

with you?

I know you from
somewhere... wait...
Viola? Viola Davis?




It’s Desmond
now, Mr. Nixon.

Twenty
years?

My goodness.
How long

has it been?
More than

that. Now, I’d
like to...

You

| believe
fired me.

| owe you an
apology.

I'm sorry.
1 behaved badly
when you were
ateacher.

I recall
being a bit
of aheel. well, fired
is a strong

word.

But whena
superior gives
you an order...

We didn’t
see eye-to-eye
back then.

You didn’t
renew my
contract.

I didn’F do | e | didn’t say
anything o goodbye to
wrong. : my students.




You're right.
I should have handled
it better... Reading
about war isn’t the same Neither
as the real thing. - is reading
about life.

I served my
country. Got this
wound for it.

Like
freedom.

Exactly.
You get it.

Would you
say freedomis
the opposite
of slavery?

When you
experience injustice
do you appreciate
your freedom?

I don’t

follow.
You were cruel

to me, Mr. Nixon,
and | still don’t
know why.

...l heard you =3
sat up in that jail i : Why did
cell all night. st g

you think firing
me was a
good idea?




That moxie
again.

You understand?
You weren’t there.

I think | understand
why that fracas
in New Glasgow

took place.

It wasn't

a fight.
You can't

back down
from a fight,
can you?

Backing down
can be for your
own good.

What does
that book say
about finding

forgiveness?

| haven’t
gotten
there yet.

Forgiveness
has to be
good, right?

Well, I have
to grab my
bags.

Nice
talking after
so long.

We're two
peas in a pod.
Leaving our
homes.

Anyway.
Good luck.




R Don't scold me,
New York City ikt now. Didn’t have

February 7, 1965 - time to get it done
before leaving.

Don’t know
why | care.

Since Marcel
passed away, I've
T\ got nobody to look

You look
good, Rose.

And that hair.
.i good for now.

You got someone
to keep you warm
in the big city?

No man’s looking
at a 5o-year-old
woman for romance. /

There must be
some handsome
millionaire looking I’'m too
to scoop up a busy working to
gal like you. show my ankles,
thank you.

Don’t you get
lonely? | miss Marcel At least
every day. The k|ds; are you have
grown and don’t kids.
visit often.




But how can I like living
| feel lonely here? : alone. | can be

It’s the city that myself here.
never sleeps.

You can be
lonely in a community
centre of people with a
baby on your hip and a
husband by your side.

You can’t By who?
be yourself | feel like a

in Halifax? pariah.  Here nobody
sees me as
that woman.

People are
grateful for what
you did. They think
of you as a hero.

It’s different
now. You’re
missed, Vi.

I'm just
another Negro
making ends
meet.

Malcolm X. 1 didn’t do There’s
Martin Luther King.
Boys being blown up
in Vietnam right now.
They’re heroes.

anything really. no future in No point looking
I stood up for the past. back at things we
myself, that’s all. can’t change.

But it
wasn’t just that.
That’s what I'm

saying.

You made
a difference.
Acceptit.




1 get calls
from the papers.
They want to turn
me into an activist.
I'm no Rosa Parks.

No, you’re not.
You're stronger
than her.

She had the
NAACP behind her
and knew what she

was doing.

You got
that right.

Rose, | just
didn’t like sitting
in the balcony.

Come on
now.

...l couldn’t
see.

My eyes were
terrible. | had to sit as
close to the screen
as possible.

And that’s
the story you're
sticking with?

| could have

stayed with Jack.

| could have had
my car checked.

| can’t go to the
movies anymore.
| hate Olivia de
Havilland.

..l can’t
talk about it
anymore.




Okay.
Allright.

Well, | better
get my bones up
and to my cousin’s
in time for supper.

Send my
love to the
family.

You should
come with me. It's
nice to have a group
of kinfolk in a strange
town to visit.

You're
sweet,
Rose.

New York is
my home now.
I don’t find it
strange at all.

All right, girl.
Goodnight.
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Viola Desmond died in her New York City
apartment on February 7, 1965.




Province of Nova Scotia
April 14, 2010

Lieutenant Governor Mayann Francis of the province
of Nova Scotia grants a free pardon to Viola Desmond
relating to the Roseland Theatre incident.

This pardon came about as the result of tireless efforts
by the Black community in Nova Scotia but particularly,
Viola Desmond’s younger sister, Wanda Robson.
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Viola Desmond is commemorated
in her appearance on the
Canadian ten-dollar bill.
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Who is Viola
Desmond, and can
anyone tell my why
she’s so important?

= Today we'll
\ 3 be reading a
\ 5 = story about Viola

Desmond...

This here is the
Roseland Theatre where
Viola Desmond was
arrested in 1946.
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NO REASON //;/
TO APOLOGIZE "}/

The Resilient Legacy of Viola Desmond

In 2018, Viola Desmond’s likeness appeared on the Canadian
ten-dollar bill, leading many people to wonder about her
story. Who was she and why is she considered an important
figure? Viola was a stubborn, entrepreneurial woman who
stood up against racial discrimination. Denied a floor seat in
the whites-only section at a cinema in 1946, she was
forcefully removed, arrested, and convicted of tax evasion.
She owed a single penny. Viola fought for her rights in court,
even appealing her case to the Supreme Court of Canada, but
was unfortunately denied.

Her actions sparked controversy among the Black community

at the time, and her career, reputation, and relationships were

all impacted. In the end Viola chose to leave her family and

friends in Nova Scotia and move to New York City to start over.

\ (\ Tragically, it was there that she died, alone and far from her

loved ones, at the relatively young age of fifty. It wasn’t until

the year 2010 that Viola Desmond received a full pardon

W for her supposed “crimes” and conviction. Today, her struggle

for justice and her contribution to the modern civil rights
movement is widely recognized.

TEACHMEDIA




