
NO REASON
TO APOLOGIZE

The Resilient
Legacy of

Viola Desmond

ADAPTED BY 
W.L. Liberman

FROM THE PLAY Controlled Damage 
WRITTEN BY Andrea Scott

ILLUSTRATED BY 
Tajliya Jamal

NO REASON
TO APOLOGIZE





The Resilient �Legacy of Viola Desmond



© Copyright 2022 TEACH Magazine

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted  
in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, taping,  

or any information storage and retrieval system without the prior written consent  
of the copyright holder.

Permission to reprint copyright material is gratefully acknowledged.
Every effort was made to trace ownership of copyright material, secure permission,
and accurately acknowledge its use. Portions of this publication may be reproduced

under licence from Access Copyright, or with the express written permission
of TEACH Magazine, or as permitted by law. Permission to reproduce material

from this resource is restricted to the purchasing school. 

Adaptation
W.L. Liberman

Original Script
Andrea Scott

Illustrations
Tajliya Jamal

Design
Pauline Lopez

Design Assistance
Amos Chin

Editing
Kelsey McCallum, Raenu Sarathy, and Lisa Tran

Translation
Tommy Guignard

Project Consulting
Dr. Afua Cooper, Natasha Henry, and Andrea Scott

TEACH Magazine would like to thank those individuals  
who provided feedback and suggestions in the  

early stages of this project.

TEACH Magazine
1655 Dupont St., Suite 331

Toronto, ON M6P 3T1
info@teachmag.com

ISBN 978-1-987834-30-7

We acknowledge the financial support  
of the Government of Canada.

Created in Canada



The Resilient �Legacy of Viola Desmond

ADAPTED BY W.L. Liberman

FROM THE PLAY Controlled Damage  
WRITTEN BY Andrea Scott

ILLUSTRATED BY Tajliya Jamal





1



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65







The Resilient Legacy of Viola Desmond

In 2018, Viola Desmond’s likeness appeared on the Canadian 
ten-dollar bill, leading many people to wonder about her 
story. Who was she and why is she considered an important 
figure? Viola was a stubborn, entrepreneurial woman who 
stood up against racial discrimination. Denied a floor seat in 
the whites-only section at a cinema in 1946, she was 
forcefully removed, arrested, and convicted of tax evasion. 
She owed a single penny. Viola fought for her rights in court, 
even appealing her case to the Supreme Court of Canada, but 
was unfortunately denied.

Her actions sparked controversy among the Black community
at the time, and her career, reputation, and relationships were 
all impacted. In the end Viola chose to leave her family and 
friends in Nova Scotia and move to New York City to start over. 
Tragically, it was there that she died, alone and far from her 
loved ones, at the relatively young age of fifty. It wasn’t until 
the year 2010 that Viola Desmond received a full pardon 
for her supposed “crimes” and conviction. Today, her struggle 
for justice and her contribution to the modern civil rights 
movement is widely recognized.

NO REASON
TO APOLOGIZE


