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Mississauga, Ontario



Oscar! It’s 
time to come 

home.
cough

!!
cough

!!

cough
!!

cough
!!
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Little Burgundy, Montreal, 1932



But you’ve 
barely 

practiced!

I have so! 
And I’ve been 

listening to you 
play, too.

I know,  
I know, Daisy. 

I’m ready.

You had better 
get practicing! 

Pop comes home 
tomorrow.
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OK kids, 
time to show me 
what you’ve been 

practicing. 
May, go find 

Fred and Chuck. 
Tell them they’re 

up first.

It might be 
time to find you 

another teacher, 
Oscar…

We almost lost 
you there, Oscar. 

Tuberculosis is a very 
serious disease. But the 

good news is you’re 
going to be OK. 

Kathleen? 
Come in here! 

Hurry!

yes, 
Daddy! 

cough
!!

cough
!!

cough
!!

cough
!!
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Children’s Memorial Hospital

Two years later, Oscar’s oldest brother, Fred, 
would pass away after also contracting TB.



Nice to meet 
you, Oscar. 

hopefully together 
you and I can 

learn a lot about 
the marvellous 

instrument called 
the piano.

Oscar, this 
is Mr. Hooper, a 
well-respected 

musician in Montreal. 
He’ll be your new 

teacher.

All right, 
Oscar. You 

played well. But 
listen to 
me now.

Hear the 
difference? I’ve 
always felt that 

Chopin was looking 
at a lovely landscape 

when he composed 
that piece. 
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1936



Don’t separate the 
feelings of the composer 

from the music. There’s more 
to playing piano than just 

hitting the right notes. 
You must play with 
emotion. With heart.

Mr. Hooper? 
Can you teach me 

about jazz?

I thought 
you’d never ask! I’ll 
play you one of my 

favourites if you play 
me one of yours. 

Deal? 

Your 
turn. 
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Several weeks later



Interesting, 
very interesting. 

Oscar is… 
quite advanced. I 

suggest you find him a 
serious teacher. I’m not 

sure there’s anything 
else he can learn 

from me. 

The boy needs 
to be challenged.  
I simply cannot, in 
good conscience, 
continue to take 

your money. 

Thanks for 
everything, 
Mr. Hooper.

Young man, 
you’re destined 

for great 
things. 

But…
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A few weeks later



Daisy, I can’t 
believe you signed 

me up without 
even asking!

Oscar 
Peterson?

Is something 
the matter? 

why 
not?

I…  
I didn’t 

practice. 

I was busy 
playing a 

different kind 
of music. 

Jazz.

And what 
might 

that be?

Well then, 
let’s hear 
some jazz. 

Just go up 
there and do your 
best! What’s the 
worst that can 

happen?

You’ll be 
fine. I mean, 

you practiced, 
right?
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Conservatoire de musique 
du Québec, Montreal



I’d like to 
see how your 

pitch is.

I’ll play a note 
and you identify it 

by sound alone. No 
peeking now! 

…That’s 
a C.

…G?

You may not know 
what pitch is, but 

you clearly have it in 
spades! Step down, 

please.

Perfect pitch is an 
incredibly uncommon 
ability, young man. 

Don’t waste it.

my pitch?
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what’s 
perfect 
pitch?

Being able 
to know the 

notes, just by 
hearing them.

Oh… But 
I’ve always 

been able to 
do that. 

Maybe so, but 
you can’t rely on that 
skill alone. Technique 
and the ability to read 

music are just as 
important.

Your left 
hand has got 

to be as strong 
as your right! 

Come on! 

Oscar, 
dear? It’s time 

for bed.

ok, that’s 
better. Tempo, 

tempo! 

Jazz and 
your perfect pitch 

may have gotten you in, 
but classical music is what 

the Conservatory is all 
about. And I’m going to 

teach it to you!  
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And now, here’s 
the talented Benny 

Goodman and 
his orchestra! 
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Where’s 
Oscar? We need 

a fifth for 
hockey!

You know 
where he is, 

practicing in the 
auditorium again. 
C’mon. We’ll get 
someone else.

Look at 
this!

I don’t 
know…

What now, 
Daisy?

You need to keep 
challenging yourself. 
That’s the only way 
you’ll stay sharp.
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High School of Montreal, 1940



Up next, our 
new broadcast, Fifteen 

Minutes’ Piano Rambling, 
featuring the sensational, 

award-winning young pianist,  
Oscar Peterson! 

Live from Toronto, 
we are pleased to present 

the Ken Soble Amateur 
Hour tournament winner… 

fourteen-year-old 
Oscar Peterson!

Here goes 
nothing...

He did it! 
He really 

did it!

Our Oscar’s  
got talent, that’s 

for sure.
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CKAC Radio Station, Montreal, several months later 



Chuck!

So, how’s 
school? How’s 

the radio 
show? 

Hey there, 
little brother. 

Long time 
no see.

School’s… ok. 
And the radio show 

is great, but I want to 
do something more, 

you know?

How’s the 
army band?

Really? 
Oh…

Trust me, 
Oscar, you don’t 

want to join 
this band…

…The bandleader 
is intense! If you 

don’t play the way 
he wants…

…he’ll send 
you overseas. 

More than a few boys 
have gone into battle 
because they couldn’t 

cut it.

but don’t 
worry, we’ll get you 
in somewhere else. 
I might know a guy 

who can help... 
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1942



Thank you, 
Mr. Holmes. 

I will.

Nice to meet 
you, Oscar. Come, let 
me introduce you to 

the others.

Thank you, 
Mr. Holmes. It’s an 
honour to audition 

for your band.

You’re going 
to go far, Oscar. Mark 
my words. And before 
you do, I want you in 

this band. Think 
it over.

Everyone, 
this is Oscar 

Peterson.

OK, let’s see 
what you’ve 

got!

I... I’ve never seen 
music arrangements 
like that before. And 

everyone else is so much 
older… I’m not sure 

I’d fit in… 

nothing here 
is beyond your 

understanding. Don’t 
let your age, or 
anything else, 

deter you. 

You’ve got what 
it takes. The talent, 

the technique. It’s all 
there. You just need 

some experience. 

15

Victoria Hall, Montreal, a few weeks later



Excuse me, 
this is a segregated 
venue. You can’t play 

here with him. 

No, you look! 
Your job is to work 

the door, not choose my 
band. Stick to what you’re 

good at and let 
us in. Now.

Look, pal…

We’re scheduled 
to play here tonight, 
and we’re going to 

play tonight. 

16

Several months later 



Sorry to be 
such a drag, Lil. I’m 
just so worn out 

these days. 

No time to 
play. Gotta 

get ready for 
tonight’s gig!

yawn...yawn...
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Dad, I need 
to talk to 

you…

I won’t 
let you 
down.

What 
is it?

Absolutely 
not!

But Dad… 
Music is my passion. 
It’s what matters 

most to me.

Ok, son. How 
about this? I’ve seen 

all your hard work and 
dedication to the piano. 
If I let you quit school, 

it must be on one 
condition… 

You can’t just 
become any old piano 

player. You must promise 
to become the best. The 
greatest jazz pianist 

in the world. 

I… I think 
school just isn’t 
for me anymore. I 

want to focus on my 
career instead.

18



Mom… I don’t know 
if I can do this anymore. I 

thought taking a break from my 
music would help me get a new 
perspective, figure out what 
to do next. But this factory 

job… it’s killing me. 

Keep playing, 
keep pushing. 

Opportunities will 
come. You just have 

to be ready for them. 
I believe in you.

I know 
it’s hard. But 

remember why you 
started this journey. 

You have a gift, 
and it’s worth 
fighting for.

I’m 
ready.

You’re  
right. Thanks, 

Mom.

19

Noorduyn Factory



I Got Rhythm
Montreal 1945 -1946

Oscar Peterson
 The RCA Victor Recordings Vol. 1

Do you, Oscar, 
take Lillian to be 

your lawfully 
wedded wife?

I’ll miss you, 
Oscar. We all will. 

But there are so many 
more opportunities 

out there, and now’s 
the time for you to 

explore them.

I couldn’t 
have done it without 
you, Johnny. Thanks 

for everything.

Don’t 
forget us when 
you’ve made it 

big, OK?

I do.
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Union United Church, Montreal, September 1944

RCA Victor Canada, Montreal, April 1945

Tuberculosis Sanitorium, Kingston, 1946

1947Oscar played at Massey Hall, Toronto’s 
iconic concert venue, in March 1946.



this is it, OP. 
Our big break. 

You ready?

Ladies and 
gentlemen, we have 
a special treat for 
you tonight. Please 
welcome… The Oscar 

Peterson Trio!

Our first 
residency… 
I still can’t 
believe it!
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The Alberta Lounge, Montreal, a few months later
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Hughie! Glad you 
could make it! 

Thanks, pal. 
Let’s head out. Lil 

said she’d make a late 
dinner for us.

Wouldn’t 
miss it for 

the world. Great 
show tonight.

It’s not? 

A lot of 
musicians, especially 

Black ones, They think 
it’s enough to 

be great. 

not even close. 
First, every Black musician 

must be able to read any kind of 
music, no matter the style. If we 

want these orchestra chairs, 
we have to do what the 

white man can.

Second, and 
this is important, 

the only craving you 
should have is for the 
music. You can’t have 
competing interests 

or addictions. 

The road ahead 
is tough. You need 

your wits about you 
to outlast the 

obstacles.

Yes, because 
the system won’t 

bend for us. We have 
to break through it 

with our talent 
and tenacity. 

You’ve got 
the talent, OP. Now, 

let’s make sure 
you’ve got the grit 

to match.

Outlast?
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Dinner’s 
ready!

Hughie, I 
just want to play. 

It’s hard enough to 
deal with the critics, 

let alone to think 
about how fans 

perceive me…

it’s not 
about “fans.” 

It’s about setting 
an example! That 
young Black boy 
who wants to 
play like you, 
He’s watching 
to see how 
you do it. 

You may not want 
to think about it, but when 

you get up on that stage, it’s 
not just the audience that’s 

watching. It’s the whole 
community. Our 

community.
So… I 

have to be 
perfect?

Nobody said be 
perfect. Just be 

true to the music, and 
yourself. The rest 

will follow.
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Man, 
whoever that 
guy is, he sure 

can play.
Listen to 

those notes! It’s 
Oscar. Who else 

could it be?

Hey, OP! 
My name’s Oliver,  

Ms. Jones’ son. I play 
piano too! How 
do I get to be 

like you?

Practice, 
practice, and practice 

some more. Then, if 
there’s anything else you 
want to do, ask yourself, 

‘Do I want it more 
than the music?’

So, playing 
baseball, 
hockey…

But most of all, 
remember that it’s 
about playing with 
heart. Make every 

note count.

You got it, 
OP. I will.

Forget 
about all that. 
Only the music 

matters.
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What a 
performance! My 
wife and I were 

enchanted.

I’m glad 
you enjoyed 
yourselves.

I don’t shake 
hands with 
you folk.
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The same hands 
that amaze people, 

Black and white, aren’t 
worth anything once 
they stop touching 

the keys…
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To the airport, 
my good man.

Right 
away, sir.

What’s the 
name of this 

station?

It’s no radio 
station. It’s a live 

broadcast from the 
Alberta Lounge. Oscar 

Peterson and his 
group are playing 

there tonight.

They’re live?  
I could have 

sworn this was 
a recording. Forget the 

airport. Take me 
to the Alberta, 

and fast!
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Montreal, 1949



Norman Granz. 
I was on my way to 
catch a flight when 

your music hooked me 
on the radio. I had to 

see the magic live.

Well, I’m 
honoured 

you made it, 
Mr. Granz.

How about 
joining me at my 

concert in New York? 
Ever heard of Jazz at 

the Philharmonic?

I appreciate it, 
Norman, but New York... 
That’s the big leagues. 
I was hoping to start a 

bit smaller. Work my 
way up…

Don’t worry 
about that. Just 

show up and give it 
your best shot. Leave 

the rest to me. 

Of course 
I have. JATP 

is legendary! 
But…

You simply 
must join us! It’ll 
be your American 

debut! 

Norman. Call 
me Norman.
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Intermission’s 
almost over. Once we 

start the second half of 
the show, I want you to 

go out there and do 
your thing.

I don’t know… 
Maybe this 

wasn’t such a 
good idea.

You won’t be 
alone, Ray Brown will 

be playing with you. You 
belong on that stage, 

Oscar. I know it, you know 
it. Now’s your chance to 

make the rest of the 
world see that too.

Ladies and gentlemen, 
I hope you’re savouring 
the magic of tonight’s 

performance. We’ve assembled 
some of the finest musicians 
from around the globe to 

play for you…

…And here 
among us is a 

prodigious talent I 
simply had to share 

with you all.

Please welcome one 
of the brightest stars in 
the jazz constellation, 

all the way from Canada... 
Oscar Peterson!
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Carnegie Hall, New York City, September 1949



ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!
ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!

bbrr aavvoo!!
bbrr aavvoo!!

bbrraavvoo
!!
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I still can’t 
believe you untuned 

Herb’s guitar 
strings during  
the last set! 

He left it 
right there, 

just to 
tempt me! 

I’m going to 
get you back for 
that one, Oscar. 
Just you wait.
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By this time, Oscar was a touring member of JATP. Norman 
Granz acted as his manager and helped Oscar build his first 
big trio, featuring Herb Ellis and Ray Brown.

1950s



I’ve already 
told you, these 

gentlemen are part 
of my orchestra. 
Either we all stay 

here, or none 
of us do. Look, I 

understand, but 
we have rules 

to follow.

I guess 
this will have 

to do...

Let’s go. 
We’ll find 

somewhere 
else. 

I’ll never 
set foot in 

this dump again. 
You just lost 
yourself a lot 

of business!
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Touring the South



 As I walk down the street
Seems everyone I meet

Gives me a friendly hello
I guess I’m just a 
lucky so-and-so  

They won’t 
get away with 
this, mark my 

words.
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What’s 
your problem, 

guy?
I don’t 

know what 
you’re talking 

about.

I heard you 
up there! All that 
stinking monkey 

business, that was 
you, wasn’t it?

And what 
if it was—

I’d think 
that through 
if I were you.
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Don’t worry, 
Ella. We’ve 

all got your 
back.

Why don’t 
you give us your 

Billie Holiday 
rendition? I don’t 

know… 

Come on, 
Ella. Let’s turn 

this around.

 The snow is snowin’ 
the Wind is blowin’
But I can weather 

the storm  
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Where are 
you going?

The men’s 
room...?

No you’re 
not. You people 

can’t use the 
restrooms here. 

Stop! I rented 
this hall for tonight, 
so I decide who can 
use the bathrooms. 

And I say, they’re for 
everyone.

Oscar, go 
ahead.

38

Several weeks later



 When every heart joins every heart 
and together yearns for liberty 

that’s when we’ll be free  

39

In December of 1962, Oscar wrote and recorded a song called “Hymn to Freedom.” 
It was a musical salute to the efforts of the Civil Rights Movement, Martin Luther 
King Jr., and the fight for freedom and equality.

The next year, at the request of Oscar and Norman Granz, Harriette 
Hamilton wrote lyrics to go with the song. After that, “Hymn to Freedom” 
quickly became the unofficial anthem of the Civil Rights Movement.



40

During his years with JATP, Oscar travelled all over North America, 
then started touring around the world. Life on the road often meant 
that he was away from his family for weeks or months at a time. 



Hey, honey, 
how are you?

Oscar? It’s 
three in the 

morning.

I know, I just... 
wanted to hear 

your voice. How is 
everyone? Everyone’s 

asleep.

Right... OK, 
I’ll let you get 

back to it.

41

April 1963

December 1963



Hello?

OP! How’s 
it going? You 

getting settled 
in OK?

It’s… a 
change. How’s 

London?

London’s 
London, you know? 
But how are you, 

really?

sometimes I 
wonder if I did it 

all wrong.

What’s 
on your 

mind? 

Lil…  
the kids…

You love 
them, don’t 

you?

I do. But I 
also love the 

music. Did I mess 
it all up?

Yeah, you’re 
right. Thanks 
for calling, 

Norman.

life’s a tricky 
tune. Sometimes what 

seems clear is clouded, and 
what’s right feels wrong. 
Trust yourself, and try to 

think of this as a 
fresh start.

42

One Year Later



It’s time 
for me to 

settle down. 
I’ve been thinking 
of heading out 
to California. 
Get some of 

that sun 
and sea.

Fifteen years 
together, Ray. I 

couldn’t have asked for 
a better bassist. Or a 
better friend. Good 

luck out there.

Great show 
tonight. The new 

trio’s really meshing 
well together.

But hey… you 
ever think of 
going solo?

Solo?

Sometimes 
the fans want to 
hear you, Oscar. 

Just you.

And now, 
the star of the 

evening, Mr. Oscar 
Peterson!  

Gee, I don’t 
know… I’ve never 
performed on my 

own before.

Give it 
a shot. You 
never know 
what might 

happen.

ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!
ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!

bbrraavvoo!!

bbrraavvoo!!
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1965

Carnegie Hall, New York City, July 6, 1972

1968

For the rest of his career, Oscar 
would do both solo and group work.



And the 
winner for best 

jazz performance 
by a group is…

The Oscar 
Peterson Trio 

for their album, 
The Trio !

I'm honoured.  
Thank you 
very much.

44

Uris Theatre, New York City, March 1, 1975

This was not the first time Oscar was nominated for a 
Grammy, but it would be his first win.



I still 
can’t believe 

the BBC wanted 
me to host a 

TV show. 

I hope 
I don’t embarrass 

you today. These old 
fingers just can’t 

do it like they 
used to.

Bill, your 
music has touched 

generations. You’re a 
legend, and today is about 
celebrating your legacy. 
So don’t worry about 

anything, just 
be yourself.

You know, I get 
real sad sometimes, 

Thinking about the things 
these hands could do. 
And now… they just 

won’t cooperate.

Don’t be 
nervous, OP. You 
know the guests, 

you know the 
music. You’ll  

do great.
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BBC Studios, London, 1976

William 'Count' Basie



Ella, 
it’s been too 
long. How 
are you?

 They say that 
falling in love is 

wonderful...  

Oh, Oscar, I’ve 
missed you! Just trying 

to keep up with the music 
scene. But seeing you 
brings back so many 

memories.
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Several weeks later



Your champagne, 
Mr. Peterson. And if 

there’s anything else 
you need, my name’s 

Charlotte.

Charlie, 
dear, are you 

all right?
I think  

the baby’s 
coming!

Thank you, 
Charlotte. You 
have a lovely 

smile.

He’s beautiful, 
Just beautiful. 

Congratulations, 
you two.

Thank 
you, Bill.

We’ve talked 
it over, and we’d 
like you to be his 

godfather.

Thanks again 
for coming, 
Bill. I’ll see 

you out. 

Joel, I want 
you to hear this. I was 

working on it right 
before you were born. 

I think I’ll call it 
“Night Child.”

Well, 
I’ll be. I’m 
honoured.
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A few months later

Mississauga, January 8, 1978



Hello, Mr. Peterson.  
It’s an honour to have 
you dining with us. My 

name is Kelly, and I must 
say, I’m a big fan.

Thank you, 
Kelly. It’s a 

pleasure to meet 
you as well.

So, Mr. Peterson, 
how did your concert 

go? You know, if I wasn’t 
working, I would’ve been 

there myself! 

Perhaps 
you’ll make it to 
my next one. And 
please, call me 

Oscar.

Well, Oscar, I’ve 
actually seen you perform 
once before, several years 

ago. And I certainly hope to do 
so again. Your music has been 
part of so many memorable 

moments in my life…

ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!
ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!

bbrraavvoo!!
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Sarasota, Florida, February 1981A few years later



Kelly means 
everything to me. 
It feels different 
this time. I can’t 
imagine my life 
without her.

Then why don’t you 
ask her to marry you, OP? 

It’s obvious how much 
you care about her. Heck, 
I’ll even take care of the 

wedding reception!
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Several weeks later

Lake Annecy, France, 1990

Los Angeles, December 20, 1990



Oscar Peterson, 
you are now to 

assume the function 
of Chancellor of 
York University. 

Jazz brings out 
the inner being in a player. 
It brings out a statement 
from them that you might 

not get otherwise because 
they’re out there 
taking chances.

50

York University, Toronto, September 13, 1991

Oscar also served as an Adjunct 
Professor in the university’s 
Department of Music for many years.



It’s great 
to be playing 

together again, 
but you all 
right, OP?

Yeah, of 
course, Ray. 

Why?

You’re 
starting to 
miss notes.

It’s nothing. 
Something must’ve 
been wrong with 
the foot pedal, 

that’s all.

Now I finally 
understand 

what Bill meant. 
The mind can do 
what the body 

struggles 
with. The doctor 

did say the stroke 
weakened your left 

side. Just give 
it time.
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The Blue Note, New York City, May 1993

Mississauga, a week later



you have 
a visitor. 

Dave’s here.

I’ve had 
better 
days… 

You know 
what? let’s play 

something.

No buts. 
You and me, 

we’re gonna play 
some music, and 

that’s that.

I’ve missed 
you, OP. We all 

have. How’re you 
holding up?

I’m going 
to be in your face 
every day if that’s 
what it takes to 

get you back 
on stage.

I don’t 
feel—
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I’m so proud 
of you, OP! You 
still make that 

piano sing.

Thanks, 
Norman. Glad 

you could 
be here.

ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p! ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!
ccllaap!p!

ccllaap!p!
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Vienna State Opera, Vienna, July 1, 1994
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New York City, 1997

Mississauga, 2005

Toronto, 2002

Tokyo, 1999

On Oscar’s 80th birthday, a commemorative 
stamp was issued by Canada Post. 



Taking a trip 
down memory 
lane, are we? 

Yes, but you  
know I can’t walk 
too far anymore. 

So I had to 
sit down. 

You’ve been 
around the world a 
hundred times. You’ve 

earned a rest. 
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Mississauga, 2006



Memories of Oscar Peterson,  
August 15, 1925 - December 23, 2007
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Oscar Peterson left an indelible mark on the arts 
community and the world at large; his exceptional 
creativity and immense talent crossed boundaries 
and continues to inspire generation after generation.

Ottawa, June 30, 2010: This statue was unveiled by 
Queen Elizabeth II outside the National Arts Centre, 
where Oscar performed many times during his career.
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Washington, January 20, 2009:  
The San Francisco Boys and Girls 
Chorus performed “Hymn to Freedom” 
at the inauguration of Barack Obama.

Montreal, September 15, 2011: 
Artist Gene Pendon painted this 
mural in the neighbourhood of Little 
Burgundy, where Oscar was born.

Toronto, September 21, 2013: Canada’s Walk of Fame celebrates 
the achievements of notable Canadians who’ve had a significant 
influence on the country’s cultural heritage.



I’m a jazz 
pianist. that’s all 

I ever wanted 
to be.
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