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The Winnipeg Falcons are called Canada’s Golden Boys for a reason. In the 
pantheon of ice hockey, they are unknown superstars, but to their fans, no 
one was surprised. They lived and breathed hockey, playing with a joyful 
menace as they took title after title and defeated team after team. 
Comprised of players of Icelandic descent, the Falcons suffered indignities 
and prejudice, and were denied access to the senior league. So, undaunted, 
they formed their own and played so well that they were finally invited to 
play in the big leagues.

In 1920, the Olympic Games took place in Antwerp, Belgium. Teams across 
Canada played for the privilege to represent their country. In the end, one 
team remained standing—the Winnipeg Falcons. This was both vindication 
for their suffering and recognition of their talent. The Falcons faced little 
competition and won the Olympic gold, handily. Canada became the first 
country in Olympic history to win a gold medal in hockey. Upon their return, 
the Falcons were celebrated from coast to coast. From humble beginnings, 
a pure love for hockey catapulted the team to global prominence.
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Herbert “He�ie” Axford was an original 
Falcon, and then became the team’s 

President. Axford fought anti-Icelandic 
bigotry to win his team a place in the 

Wi�ipeg Senior Leagues and guided them to 
the A­an Cup and 1920 Olympic Championship.

Bo�y Benson played 
left defence. He started 

playing hockey at 15. 
Another original Falcon, 

he played for the Falcons 
for his entire car�r.

Wa­y Byron guarded the Falcons’ 
net. He first played with the 

intermediate Falcons in 1913-1914 and 
joined the senior Falcons on the 

223rd Ba�alion team in 1916-1917.

Chris Fridfi�son was a 
substitute forward. He played 

with the Vimy team in the military 
league and the Wi�ipeg monarchs 

before joining the Falcons.

Frank Fredrickson was the 
team’s centre. He was the 

team captain and was s�n as 
one of the best Wi�ipeg-born 

hockey players of a­ time. 
He was one of the first two 

players to win both an Olympic 
Gold Medal and the Stanley Cup. 
Fredrickson finished his car�r 
playing with Detroit in the NHL.
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N WOODMAN

MAXWELL

HALDERSONGOODMAN

Mike G�dman was the 1920 Canadian 
Sp�d Skating Champion. He brought that 
explosive sp�d to the Falcons, where 

he was known for his superb back-
checking and his “corkscrew” rushes.

Ko�ie Joha�e�on was the 
Falcons’ giant right defenceman. 
He was a gifted shot-blocker and 

po�e�ed a powerful shot. Ko�ie 
began his Falcons car�r as a spare 
on the Independent League team, 
then started playing regularly 
with the 223rd Ba�alion team.

A­an “Huck” W�dman was the 
Falcons’ other sub forward. 
He broke into senior hockey 
with the Falcons in 1919-1920, 

and had a te�ific shot.

Fred “Steamer” Maxwe­ was the 
Falcons’ manager (coach today). 

Maxwe­ was very knowledgeable 
about hockey ski­s and 

strategy, and was masterful at 
handling the team during games.

Ha­ie “Slim” Halderson played left wing. 
He started playing senior hockey with Ypres 
in the Military League. He also played for the 

Monarchs before he joined the Falcons. “Slim” 
was noted for his kindne� and generosity and 
was considered the “matin� idol” of the team.



canadians of icelandic 
descent have a long 
and proud history.

indomitable like 
iceland’s gyrfalcon, 
they have met every 

cha­enge with 
grace and courage.

Icelandic-Canadians first began 
i¤igrating to Manitoba in the late 1800s.
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Many i¤igrants se�led in Wi�ipeg. 
Some lived in the city’s north end 

while others lived in south Wi�ipeg.

They worked hard and did we­ 
in their new home. Their children 

spoke English perfectly, with 
only the slightest a¨ent.

Icelandic-Canadians ca­ed 
themselves “IslendiNgur.” 

But some bigoted and 
envious Wi�ipe©ers 

co�upted this into the 
insulting term, “g�lies.”

The Icelanders’ 
neighbourh�d was 
ca­ed “G�lie Town” 

while Sargent Avenue 
(the area’s main str�t) 
became “G�lie Crescent.”

The Icelanders wanted to play hockey, as many Canadians did, 
but the resentment of the other Wi�ipe©ers was very strong. 

They refused to let the Icelanders join any of their hockey teams.

g�lies! 
dirty g�lies!
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Undete�ed, the Icelanders formed their own two teams in 
1897 and an intense rivalry quickly formed betw�n them.

The Icelandic Athletic Club (IAC) was 
made up of players from the north end 
of Wi�ipeg. They wore blue sweaters.

While the Vikings team 
was comprised of 

players from Wi�ipeg’s 
southern neighbourh�d. 
They wore red sweaters.

But as the players aged and left the teams, fewer 
younger ones were joining. By 1908, there were only 

enough players to form one Icelandic club. What to do?
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1912 - 13 SCHEDULE

The remaining players decided to 
form one team—the Wi�ipeg Falcons—
named after Iceland’s national bird.

The team, however, had a new 
problem: finding a league to play in. 
Other hockey clubs in Wi�ipeg sti­ 

refused to play with them.

The Falcons were eventua­y 
a­owed to play against junior 

or intermediate teams, but they 
wanted to play against those 

at their senior level t�.

So the Falcons a±lied 
to play in the 1910-1911 

Wi�ipeg Senior Hockey 
League, but they were 
once again rejected 

simply because of 
their ethnicity. 

Bigotry in the city 
was sti­ strong.

Not about to give up, the 
Falcons responded by 

creating a new league made 
up of teams from Kenora, 

Brandon, and a new Wi�ipeg 
Amateur A�ociation team. 
In 1912, the Falcons won 

that league’s championship.
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At the same time, the Wi�ipeg Victorias defeated 
the Toronto Eatons to win the 1912 A­an Cup. The 
A­an Cup was now the championship trophy for 
senior players, as the Stanley Cup had become 

the championship for profe�ional players.

As they watched the game, the 
Falcons realized they were as g�d 

as the Victorias. So they a±lied again 
to play in the Wi�ipeg Senior League. 
Surely others had to recognize how 

g�d the Falcons were by now!
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The Falcons won the Independent League 
championship in 1915, which earned them the 

chance to play the Wi�ipeg Monarchs, who were 
the champions of the Wi�ipeg Senior League.

The Falcons lost, but were fina­y 
admi�ed to the Senior League’s 

“B” Division for the 1915-1916 season. 
But then, in 1916, the Falcons 

enlisted in the army.

But once again, they were turned down, despite 
Falcons president Herbert Axford’s best e³orts.

Undete�ed, the Falcons 
organized a new senior league 
with teams in Selkirk, Portage 

La Prairie, and the Wi�ipeg 
Strathconas. It was ca­ed the 
Manitoba Independent League. 
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By that time, the First World War 
had already b�n going on for 
over a year. The Falcons were 

ready to help serve their country.
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Meanwhile, the Falcons played in the Wi�ipeg Patriotic League as the 223rd Ba�alion team 
during the 1916-1917 season. They faced o³ against two top Wi�ipeg senior teams, the Victorias 

and the Monarchs. How would the 223rd players fare against their o±onents?

The Falcons put up a g�d fight during those 
games, showing that they could su¨e�fu­y 
compete against top senior teams. But first, 

an intermi�ion. It was time to head o³ to war.
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After a train trip to Halifax, the Falcons 
sailed for Europe in April 1917. Li�le did 
they know what awaited them there.

Herbert Axford served as a pilot in Britain’s Royal
Air Force (RAF). Axford won the Distinguished 
Flying Cro� medal for his bravery in combat.

Robert Benson fought in 
several ba�les as a soldier 
in the 223rd Ba�alion and 

served until the war ended.
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Wa­y Byron also served in the 223rd Ba�alion. 
He fought in the ba�les of Amiens, A�as, and 

Cambrai before returning to Canada on May 26, 1919.

Frank Fredrickson and Ko�ie Joha�e�on were both 
sent to Egypt for pilot training. While Joha�e�on 
remained in Egypt to train other pilots, Fredrickson 

was sent to Scotland to train pilots there. 
Fredrickson was seriously injured, but recovered fu­y.

Gordon Sigurjon�on was a Sergeant in the
27th Ba�alion of the Canadian Expeditionary 

Force, a�ached to the British Army. He served on 
active duty until the Armistice that ended the 
fighting and then served in o¨upied Germany.
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Frank Thorsteinson died from gas poisoning
sustained in a raid on March 12, 1918.

George Cumbers was a locomotive mechanic 
who died when his locomotive maintenance 

unit was bombed on March 28, 1918. The two men 
were buried at Barlin Cemetery in France. The 

cemetery has 1000+ graves yet they were buried 
close to each other, only eight plots apart.

After four long years, the war was over.
It was time to go home. But would the 

Falcons sti­ face prejudice and exclusion 
after their distinguished service?
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Yet again, bigotry prevailed. Even after
their wartime service, the other teams sti­ 

thought the Falcons weren’t g�d enough—as 
players or people—to play in their league.

The Falcons, Fishermen, and 
Wheat City played in the 
Manitoba Hockey League…

The first-place team in each league 
would compete for the right to 

participate in the A­an Cup playo³s.

…while the Wi�ipeg Wi�ipegs (Yes, that’s their 
real name—Wi�ipegs for short), Victorias, and 
Monarchs played in the Wi�ipeg Hockey League.

So the Falcons decided to form their own league 
once more. This time the Selkirk Fishermen and 

Brandon Wheat City teams agr�d to join as we­.

It was time for the Falcons to start thinking about hockey again. First, they n�ded to recruit 
some new members to the team. Newcomers “Slim” Halderson, Mike G�dman, and Huck W�dman 
joined veterans Frank Fredrickson, Ko�ie Joha�e�on, Bo�y Benson, Chris Fridfi�son, and 

Wa­y Byron. They hoped to fina­y play in the top level of the Wi�ipeg Senior League.
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The Falcons were coached by Fred 
“Steamer” Maxwe­. He had played with 

the Wi�ipeg Monarchs for six seasons, 
and even helped them win the A­an 
Cup in 1915. His coaching brought out 

the best in the Falcon players.

The Falcons and Fishermen 
clashed a­ season long in a 
close race. Which team would 
come first in the standings?
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The team that won would go on to 
play the Wi�ipeg League champion 
for the championship of Manitoba.

The Falcons won the first 
game, 3-2. There was a lot of 

excitement for the second game.

Puck drop:
Game #2 was on!

Their two final head-to-head games of 
the season would determine the wi�er.
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The Fishermen dominated the first two periods 
and built up a 5-2 lead. Had the Falcons lost 

the game and their shot at the championship?

But they weren’t about to give up. The 
Falcons fought back, and tied the score 
5-5. Then the game went into overtime.
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Selkirk moved to the 
a�ack. They had a 
two-on-one break!

A superb pa� sent Selkirk’s 
Anderson on a clear breakaway!

Wa­y Byron kicked the 
shot away to bo�y 
Benson. Now it was 
the Falcons’ turn!
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Benson skated quickly up 
the ice and unleashed a shot 

on the Fishermen’s goalie, 
Mo�ison, who sto±ed the 

shot. But the puck was l�se!

The Falcons’ winger “Slim” Halderson 
ba�ed in the rebound. It was now 
6-5, Falcons. They’d pu­ed o³ an 
incredible comeback and a win!
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It was a tough ba�le, but the Falcons hadn’t given up. 
Thanks to their hard work and determination, they had 

become champions of the new Manitoba League! 

The Falcons were now o³ to play the Wi�ipegs
for the Manitoba provincial championship!
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They went on to play 
a two-game series. 
This time, the team 

that scored the 
most goals acro� 
both games would 

be the wi�er.

Frank Fredrickson made 
sure the Falcons won game 

one by scoring a­ five 
goals in their 5-0 victory.

In the second game, Fredrickson 
scored six goals. “Slim” Halderson 

a¸ed two more while Ko�ie 
Joha�e�on and Mike G�dman 

scored the rest.

The Falcons won decisively, 15-1. 
They had shown the bigots that ski­ 
and courage, not ethnic background, 

were what truly ma�ered.
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The Falcons were Manitoba 
champions. Now their long 

quest for the A­an Cup began.

first, the Falcons had to 
play the Fort Wi­iam Maple 
Leafs for the championship 

of western Canada. 

Meanwhile, the Sudbury 
Wolves would play the 

University of Toronto Varsity 
team to determine the 

eastern Canada champions.

The two regional champions would then 
compete to play for the A­an Cup!

20



The Falcons and Maple Leafs met at Shea’s Ampitheatre in Wi�ipeg. Once again, 
the team that scored the most goals acro� the two-game series would win.

The Falcons t�k the lead after game one with 
a 7-2 win. Frank Fredrickson scored five goals 
while Mike G�dman notched the other two.

The Falcons won the second game 9-1, the series 16-3, and the right to 
compete for the A­an Cup! G�dman scored four goals, while Fredrickson 

and Joha�e�on scored two apiece, and Halderson finished o³ the scoring.
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Now it was time for the 
Falcons to set o³ for 

Toronto, where the A­an Cup 
games were to take place. 

The Easterners in Toronto thought 
that their players were superior to 
those from the West. The Falcons 
were facing prejudice once again.

but they stu�ed the Toronto crowd of 8,000 by 
outplaying Varsity and racking up an 8-3 victory. 
Fredrickson scored four goals, while G�dman 
scored thr�. Huck W�dman, the team’s only 

non-Icelandic player, a¸ed one more.
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The Varsity team 
played a more physical 
and hard-checking game 
in the second match.

Mike G�dman gave the Falcons a 3-1 lead. 
Then disaster struck!
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Goalies didn’t wear masks back then. Their 
star goalie, Wa­y Byron, was injured!

“Babe” E­io� was sent 
in to replace him. 

e­ioTt gave up only one goal as 
the Falcons hung on to win 3-2.

The Falcons had won the A­an Cup! Their 
next stop: the 1920 Olympics in Antwerp!
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World War I had sha�ered Europe. Mi­ions 
of people had died in the fighting and in 
the influenza pandemic after the war.

The 1916 Berlin Olympic Games had b�n 
cance­ed. There was no time for 

friendly competition during the war.

I¤ediately after the war was over, 
the International Olympic Co¤i�� (IOC) 

awarded the 1920 Games to Antwerp, Belgium. 

The IOC decided to make the 
return of the Olympics special.

In the spring, some winter sports, such as 
ice hockey, would be part of the Olympics 
for the first time. The regular su¤er 

Olympics would be held in July and August.
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The Canadian Amateur Hockey A�ociation (CAHA) 
was invited to send a hockey team to Antwerp.

It decided to send the wi�ers 
of the a­an cup.

Axford was delighted when he 
was told of the CAHA’s decision.

The Falcons were overjoyed! There was only one 
problem. How were they going to pay for the trip?
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Unlike today, the players themselves 
had to raise money to cover much of 
the trip’s costs. The CAHA only paid 

basic hotel and trave­ing expenses.

Mayor Charles Gray 
gave the team $500 
on behalf of the 
city of Wi�ipeg.

Manitoba Premier Tobias No�is 
and the Manitoba Legislature 

voted to give the Falcons $2,000. 

Private citizens in Toronto and Wi�ipeg also raised 
money for the Falcons to travel to Antwerp.

The team had to sail to Liverp�l, 
England, then make their way to 
Antwerp, Belgium. It would take 

them 16 days to get there.
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On April 1, they left Toronto and headed east to Saint John, New Brunswick 
by train. Then they set sail for Liverp�l, England on April 3.

To while away the time, they played cards. 
Bi­ Fridfi�son later wrote “[w]e have played so 
much cards that we are ge�ing fed up with it.”

The seas were so rough that 
Fredrickson wrote “Slim, Mike, 
Bo�y, Wa­y, Ko�ie and myself 
have a­ b�n practicing a dash 
for the rail. Slim says if it gets 
much rougher that he’s going 

to jump o³ and walk to shore!”
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but The trip wasn’t 
a­ about k�ping their 

f�d down. Axford 
ch�red the team up 

by showing them their 
new Olympic jerseys.

To stay in shape for the Games, 
the players jo©ed on deck…

 …and did calisthenics when 
the seas se�led down.

The team a�ived in 
Liverp�l on April 12…

W. A. Hewi�, the Canadian Olympic 
Co¤i��’s (COC) representative, 

watched over the Falcons and t�k 
care of travel details for the team.
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…then trave­ed 
by train to London.

On April 15, they t�k another train to Dover, England, 
where they then boarded a boat headed for Ostend, 
Belgium. They fina­y a�ived in Antwerp on April 16.

The ice hockey (as the IOC ca­s hockey) games would 
be played at Antwerp’s Palais de Glace (or Ice Palace). 
It was unlike any arena the Falcons had ever s�n.
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The Palais de Glace was used for leisure 
skating. It wasn’t built for hockey. The ice 
surface was much sma­er than the rinks 

the Canadians played on at home.

Nor did the Palace have regular seats; 
fans sat at tables to watch the 
action and listen to the music.

Each team put seven players on 
the ice in international hockey, 
unlike in Canada where only six 
players skated at a time. The 
seventh player was a rover.
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The Falcons had to get used to other di³erences. Games were 
played in two 40-minute halves, not thr� 20-minute periods.

The Falcons’ defence and substitutes played an exhibition game against their 
forwards, bolstered by IOC refer�s playing defence. The game raised money 
for charity and a­owed the Falcons to adapt to playing on the na�ow ice.

The other teams l�ked very 
unusual to Canadian eyes.

The Swedish team was 
actua­y a bandy team! 

The sport of bandy 
was similar to hockey, 
but not as rough and 

players only wore 
golf socks to protect 
their shins. The goalie 
wore a sma­ pair of 
cricket pads and had 
no chest protector.

The Swi� goalie also 
wore very li�le 

equipment, and prefe�ed 
to wear a shirt and 

tie in net. Frank 
Fredrickson thought he 
handled his goalie stick 

like a manure shovel, 
and sc�ped the puck 

around the ice!
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One of the French 
players wore gla�es 
and had a long beard. 

belgium

Czechoslovakia

The other teams were be�er equi±ed, 
especia­y the United States team. It was 
clear that the Americans would be the 

Falcons’ only real rivals for the gold medal.
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The European players were as amazed as the Canadians, but 
for di³erent reasons. They laughed at a­ the equipment 

the Canadians wore, wondering why they n�ded it.

Then they watched the Canadians 
sh�ting pucks at the boards.

To the surprise of the Canadians, and the 
ho�or of the Europeans, the Falcons’ shots 

were so hard that they sha�ered the boards!
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Because the Falcons knew what it was like to be humiliated by others, 
they decided not to emba�a� the other teams by ru�ing up the 

score against them. The Falcons showed true Olympic sportsmanship.

“We tried to limit ourselves 
to 14 or 15 goals against 

the European teams,” Frank 
Fredrickson explained. 

“Believe me, it was di³icult!” 

 In the days before the games started, the 
Canadians trained the other teams, who were 
ha±y to learn more about playing ice hockey.
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Suède Belgique

8 0

États-Unis 
d'Amérique

29

Suisse

0

At last, the first Olympic ice 
hockey tournament began! The 

Europeans just hoped they would 
not be u�erly emba�a�ed by 

their North American rivals.

The players on the Swedish 
bandy team showed they 

could also play ice hockey.

The Swi� goalie’s 
experience at using 

his stick like a 
shovel came in 
handy, as he had 

to shovel a lot of 
pucks out of his net! 
Unlike the Canadians, 
the unsportsmanlike 

Americans ran up 
the score on the 

p�r Swi�, burying 
them 29-0.
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Canada defeated the Czechoslovakians 15-0. 

To k�p the score down, they pa�ed the 
puck back and forth amongst themselves. 
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Demand for tickets to the Canada-USA game was high. 
There were only 1,600 seats in the Palais de Glace!

The str�ts su�ounding the Palace 
were so crowded that soldiers were 

n�ded to get the players inside safely. 

38



Fans wearing tuxedos be©ed players to 
let them ca�y in their equipment, so 
they could get in to watch the game. 

The lucky fans who 
got seats warmed 
up with champagne 
while the players 

warmed up on the ice. 
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The two teams sized each other up as 
they finished their pre-game skates. 

Faceo³: the pre�ure was on!
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The Canadians dominated play for the first ten minutes. 
The puck never entered their side of the ice.

They bombarded the American net 
with shots, but Bo�ey, the American 

goalie, blocked every single one.

Then the Americans 
t�k control and began 

a�acking the Canadian net.
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Byron was just as unbeatable 
in Canada’s goal.

The fans were amazed when Ko�ie 
Joha�e�on got up smiling after 

his head cracked the boards!

When the first half 
ended, there was no 

score. Would the first 
goal win the game?
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Midway through the second half, 
Fredrickson got a breakaway!

He fired in his rebound. The score was now 1-0 Canada!
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The Americans stormed 
back, sh�ting at Byron 
whenever they could.

But he sto±ed 
every shot.

Halderson seized a rebound and ca�ied 
the puck up ice, pa�ing back and forth 

with G�dman towards the American net.
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Joha�e�on t�k a drop 
pa� from G�dman…

…and blasted a shot 
behind Bo�ey! it was 

now 2-0 Canada!

The final be­ pealed. Canada won! 
The gold was almost certainly theirs!
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The Canadian players were popular with 
both the fans and the other teams.

If Canada defeated Sweden, the Falcons 
would win the gold medal.
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Canada s�n built up a 5-0 lead. The Swedes could 
never catch up. Could they even score one goal?

Sven�on rushed the Canadian net, 
while the Canadian players stumbled.

Byron fe­. Sven�on 
scored for Sweden!

It wasn’t clear who 
was ha±ier about 
Sven�on’s goal. 

The Swedish players 
had impre�ed the 

Canadians with their 
sportsmanship and 
hard work, so they 
were pleased to s� 
the Swedes score. 
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W. A. Hewi� kept track of the games for the COC. 
They were both very pleased with the Falcons’ play.

Fredrickson led the 
way, scoring seven 

more goals for Canada.

Canada easily 
won the game 
and the gold!

The teams traded sticks as souvenirs of the game.

The Wi�ipeg Falcons had won 
the first Olympic ice hockey 

gold medal for Canada! 
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The United States won the silver medal, 
and Czechoslovakia t�k the bronze.

Unfortunately, the Falcons never persona­y 
received their gold medals. They may have 
b�n lost on the way to Canada, or the IOC 

may have forgo�en to send them.

49



Before begi�ing their long journey 
home, the Falcons visited the places 
where they had fought a di³erent 
ba�le for Canada not so long ago.

In Paris, the Falcons were 
honoured for their victory.

then The team was on its way home. 
What welcome would Canadians give them?
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In Montreal, the 
Falcons were 

celebrated at a 
luncheon hosted 
by Sir H. Montagu 
A­an, the donor 
of the A­an Cup.

In Toronto, Mayor 
Thomas Church 
presented gold-
headed canes to 

the Falcons.

“You are a credit to Canada,” said the mayor. “You played a clean game and are a credit 
to your home city. Wi�ipeg is to be congratulated on having such a fine body of men.”

at last, the falcons were on their way back home. While 
they l�ked forward to their return, they also wondered 

how the people of Wi�ipeg would react to their win.
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 Western Trust CompanyThe 

North Empire Fire Insurance

Wi�ipe©ers gr�ted the 
Falcons with open arms!

Hundreds of fans lined the str�ts 
to watch the players and the 

parade during the half-day holiday.
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VICTORIA VANCOUVER

EDMONTON

CALGARY
SASKATOON

REGINA

 Mayor Charles Gray 
welcomed the team home.

That night, at the 
Fort Ga�y Hotel, each 
Falcon was presented 
with an inscribed gold 
watch from the City 

of Wi�ipeg.

In 1921 another profe�ional hockey league was 
founded: the Western Canada Hockey League. Its 

playo³ champion would go on to face the wi�er 
of the NHL in a competition for the Stanley Cup.
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Frank Fredrickson and “Slim” 
Halderson led the Victoria Cougars 

to a Stanley Cup victory in 1925.

The Cougars were the 
last non-NHL team to 
win the Stanley Cup.

Fredrickson and 
Halderson were the first 

players to win both an 
Olympic ice hockey gold 

medal and the Stanley Cup.
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1928 St. Moritz

1932 Lake Placid

1948 St. Moritz

1952 Oslo

2002 Salt Lake City

2010 Vancouver

2014 Sochi

1924 Chamonix

In 1924, the IOC held the first o³icial Winter 
Olympic Games. The Toronto Granites won 

the “first” ice hockey gold medal for Canada.

Olympic historians wrongly 
ignored the 1920 Games. 
claiming they were only 
“demonstration” games.
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So the Falcons’ gold medal triumph was 
forgo�en, remembered only by their 

friends and relatives for over 80 years.

 In fa­ 2001, Hockey Canada a¸ed 
insult to injury by a�ouncing that 
Team Canada 2002 would honour the 

first Canadian Olympic ice hockey 
gold medal wi�ers by wearing their 

jerseys—the Toronto Granites!

Upset at Hockey Canada’s mistake, 
the United Icelandic A±eal started 

the “Falcons Forever” campaign 
at the 2002 Salt Lake City Olympic 
Games. Team Canada Director Wayne 
Gretzky su±orted the campaign.

 Team Canada wore 
the Falcons’ Olympic 
jerseys to honour 
their feat during 

the 2004 World Cup 
of Hockey.
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The Canadian Olympic Hall of Fame
Le Temple de la renommée olympique du Canada

Winnipeg Falcons
1920 Men’s Hockey Team

Équipe masculine de hockey de 1920

Athletes (Team) / Athlètes (Équipe)
Inducted April 29, 2006
Intronisés le 29 avril 2006

On April 25, 2005, Manitoba Premier 
Gary Doer and the “Falcons 

Forever” co¤i�� opened an 
exhibit to honour the Falcons 

at Wi�ipeg’s MTS Centre.

Fina­y, the Canadian 
Olympic Co¤i�� 
acknowledged that 

the Falcons had 
won the first ice 

hockey gold medal.

The Falcons were 
inducted into the 
Canadian Olympic 
Ha­ of fame on 
April 29, 2006.
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the Wi�ipeg Falcons overcame extreme prejudice 
to represent Canada at its best o³ and on the ice. 

Through hard work, determination, courage, compa�ion, 
and sportsmanship, they showed the rest of Canada—and 

the world—what it truly means to be Canadian.

Falcons Forever!
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The Winnipeg Falcons are called Canada’s Golden Boys for a reason. In the 
pantheon of ice hockey, they are unknown superstars, but to their fans, no 
one was surprised. They lived and breathed hockey, playing with a joyful 
menace as they took title after title and defeated team after team. 
Comprised of players of Icelandic descent, the Falcons suffered indignities 
and prejudice, and were denied access to the senior league. So, undaunted, 
they formed their own and played so well that they were finally invited to 
play in the big leagues.

In 1920, the Olympic Games took place in Antwerp, Belgium. Teams across 
Canada played for the privilege to represent their country. In the end, one 
team remained standing—the Winnipeg Falcons. This was both vindication 
for their suffering and recognition of their talent. The Falcons faced little 
competition and won the Olympic gold, handily. Canada became the first 
country in Olympic history to win a gold medal in hockey. Upon their return, 
the Falcons were celebrated from coast to coast. From humble beginnings, 
a pure love for hockey catapulted the team to global prominence.




